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What 1 wish ta say in that regard is this.
Thev cauld be taken withaut wheat, but at
the sarne tirne, rnay I say that thîs board that
is set up wiil be taking into consideration
what is happening in regard ta wheat. That is,
xvhile the v do not contol l. -.îiii, ail thec fact:s in
relation ta wheat will have ta be kept in their
proper relation to the provinces in which wheat
is grawn, and in relation ta the farmi incarne of
Canada. Ail that will have ta be kept on the
records of the board.

Mr. IIANSON (York-Sunbury): To give
effeet ta a levelling of farrn incarne, ta balance
things.

Mr. GARDINER: I wiii give something re-
lating ta that in a rnornent.

Mr. WRIGHT: Why daes the gaveroment
nlot place whcat under the contrai of this
board?

Mr. GARDINER: That is an'aid stoýy that
dates back ta 1897 and I wauld not care ta
review it ail. We passed a grain act known
as the Canada Grain Act, which had its origin
in the discussions that took place around the
beginning of the century. The bill was itro-
,duced in 1901 and was passed in that vear,
Icnown as the Canada Grain Act, and it was
pia.ced under the administration of the Depart-
'ment of Trade and Commerce. It lias been
under that administration ever since, and
under that administration there was, before
this war started at ail, a board which was
tdoing or atternpting ta do in effect some of
the things which this board may do now.
That is ta say, they had a floor price, a pegged
price or advance payrnent set, and if wheat
went ta the wheat board the farmer wauld
receive that minimum price no matter what
the price was on the rnarket. and hie aiso had
the advantages of participation.

Mr. WRIGHT: Why are flot other grains
under this board?

Mr. GARDINER: Some years ago it was
providcd in the act as originaily drawn, the
wheat board act, that they rnight handie oats
and bariey, but that was rernoved from the
act a few years later.

Mr. WRIGHT: Is the minister proposing ta
have other grains under these boards that hie
[s now setting up?

Mr. GARDINER: In practice, what we
would do wauld be this. If the governmnent
did find it necessary ta put floors under oats
and barley after the war, the administration in
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that connection, the cornrodity board
appointcd, xwould bc the wheat, board. That
would be the natural thing ta do.

Mr. WRIGHT: And those boards that the
iister is nuw jropusiu-

Mr. GARDINER: I wjshi the hion. member
would ailow me to finish the staternent I arn
inaking. He cani ask questions afterwards in
cornrittce. I would like to get an the record
the systern as it is intended ta aperate, and
afterwards lion. members can a'sk any questions
they like. I have reviewed shortly the facts
which are an this sheet with regard ta the
grass cash incarne frorn farrn products but I
would cail attention ta the iower part of the
table, which shauld ho puhlished along with
the Cther, which gives the index number, re-
ceipts frern the sale of farma pradiicts,
1926-29 being 100, and it gives the percentage
figures. These again are given by provinces
and it will be found that for exarnple in the
province of Saskatchewan, which produces a
greater percentage of grain in relation ta alI
its farrn products than any ather province, the
figure for 1926 is 103, and the figure for 1932,
the low year, is 27-5. The figure for 1939, the
iast year befare the war, is 56 and the figure
for 1943, which is the last year for which I
have figures, is 110-3. In other words, it is
back ta a little higher level than in 1926.
But when yeu read the table either way frorn
that, yau find that is the low point for ahl
the piovinces in Canada.

Mr. B'LACKMORE: Which is?

Mr. CGARDINER: Saskatchewan. That is
the laxv figure. If yeu go west from Saskat-
chewan, yeu find that Alberta is 124-4, which
is the second iowcst; British Columbia 190-3;
and as you go east from Saskatchewan yeu
find that Manitoha is 167; Ontario is 149-5
and Quehec 199-3. You note that the poor
crop of last year did seriously affect the
province of Ontario. New Brunswick, you
find, i8 247, Nova Scotia 205 and Prince
Edward Island 190-9. That wili give sorne
idea of what the relationships are. But whiie
the increase in the first six rnonths of this
year of cash incarne was 25 per cent for aI
Canada-I understand that the figures are nlot
yet avaiiable finaily-for western Canada,
speaking from rnernory the figures for Sas-
katchewan show over 60 per cent of an increase
this year as compared with the first six rnonths
of last year. That hias serne relationship to
the staternent made by the rnernber for York-
ton, narnely, that rnuch of aur grain, even
grain not grown in 1943, was delivered in the
early part of this year as a result of the increas-


