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The Address—Mr. Sinclair

No words of mine, nor for that matter no 
words of the most able and eloquent member 
of this house, could so strikingly testify to 
his outstanding qualities of leadership as did 
the collective voice of the Canadian people 
from Cape Breton to Nootka sound when it 
spoke on the 26th day of March of this year. 
The record of his administrations and the 
repeated and overwhelming approval given to 
him by the people of Canada mark the Prime 
Minister as our greatest leader since con­
federation.

All Canada was saddened this spring by 
the death of the governor general, Lord 
Tweedsmuir. We have always been fortunate 
in the calibre of the men who have held this 
high office, and it is neither an exaggeration 
nor a reflection to say that none was as highly 
and as warmly regarded by the common people 
of Canada as was Lord Tweedsmuir. Of 

parentage, he won his education in 
a manner which is traditional with Scottish 
scholars, by bursaries at Glasgow university, 
by fellowships at Oxford. His administrative 
ability was early recognized, and he went to 
South Africa as one of that group of brilliant 
young men who were trained for public service 
by Lord Milner. Then came literature—fic­
tion, history, and, above all, incomparable 
biography.

He served with distinction in the great 
war, and afterwards returned to public life 
as a member of the mother of parliaments. 
When he came to Canada we already felt that 
we knew him well through his books, and 
soon we all had a chance to see and hear and 
meet him. We saw him in our great cities; 
we saw him in the pioneer settlements on 
our distant frontiers; we saw him in the small 
communities which are the real Canada, and 
we marvelled at his untiring industry and 
his burning desire to know our country from 
coast to coast and our people through and 
through.

He had the same great love of the outdoors 
that so many Canadians have, and we from 
British Columbia are proud to think that the 
mountains and valleys, the lakes and streams, 
and the great forests and the broad ranges of 
Tweedsmuir park will be forever a fitting and 
ever green memorial to this man whom I can 
rightly call a great Canadian. The man who 
was bom John Buchan, a son of the manse, 

.-and who died the first Baron Tweedsmuir, 
great proconsul of a great empire, may best 
be described in the words he himself used of 
Lincoln:

He conducted the ordinary business of life 
in phrases of homespun simplicity, but when 
necessary he could attain a nobility of speech 
and a profundity of thought which have rarely 
been equalled. He was a plain man, loving
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his fellows and happy among them, but when 
the crisis came he could stand alone. He 
could talk with crowds and keep his virtue; he 
could preserve the common touch and yet walk 
with God.

I know, Mr. Speaker, that you will under­
stand me when I say that we who hail from 
the far west felt a very natural pride yester­
day when parliament was opened by the 
Administrator, Chief Justice Sir Lyman Duff. 
This great jurist, who by his profound learn­
ing has brought added dignity and prestige 
to his high office, first achieved recognition 
in the fair city of Victoria.

The people of Canada look forward with 
the greatest pleasure to welcoming the new 
governor general, the Earl of Athlone, and his 
gracious lady, when they come to our shores 
in the near future. It is a curious coincidence 
that the noble earl should come to us at this 
time ; for twenty-six years ago, just before our 
entry into the last war, he was designated our 
governor general. At that time he asked to 
be excused so that he could go on service in 
France, and throughout that war he served 
with great valour and distinction. Subse­
quently he became the governor general of 
South Africa and he so completely captured 
the hearts of the people of our sister dominion 
that they asked him to remain for a second 
term. We are indeed fortunate to have this 
great soldier and statesman as governor gen­
eral during the dark days ahead.

I understand that it is the privilege of the 
member performing this pleasant task to say 
a few words about his own constituency. Van­
couver North, the riding which I have the 
honour to represent, is not as its name sug­
gests, a part of the great city of Vancouver. 
It lies to the east, to the north and .to the 
northwest of that city, extending from the 
banks of the Fraser river across to Burrard 
inlet, and then up the coast for some two 
hundred miles. I feel quite safe in saying 
that it is the most diversified industrial rid­
ing in British Columbia, containing as it does 
logging camps, sawmills, pulp and paper mills, 
the greatest copper mine in the British empire, 
shipyards, oil refineries, railway shops, ex­
tensive salmon and cod fisheries, quarries, 
grain elevators and a number of manufactur­
ing plants.

The chief problem of this riding has always 
been to find world markets for the many 
products of its industries. In no part of this 
country have the trade expansion policies of 
the preceding administration been of such im­
mediate and practical benefit, and the people 
of my riding are keenly appreciative of the 
great efforts of the government in this con­
nection. In recent months .the war has con­
siderably increased the demand for the
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