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read to us yesterday, as a justiﬁcﬁtiqn for
the course he and his friends have taken.
He says:

We are of the opinion that the Liberal-Con-
servative party ought to be represented by the
strongest Government possible to be secured
frcm its ranks, that the necessity therefor was
never greater than under existing circumstances,
and we believe that such a Government can be
formed without delay.

Is that the reason the hon. gentleman re-
tired ? Was it pecause he wanted to have
& competent Governmeni that he and his
collexgues withdrew from the Administra-
tion ? Has he want of confideinice in his
~own colleazues who retired with him. or
want of confidence. at all events. in their
capacity * [ do not think so. The hon.
gentleman himseif, by this address, wishes
the country to understand that if such men
as these. who have retired with him. had
control of public affairs. then the Govern-
ment would be competently conducted. They
are able. they are competent men—so they
say—and all they require is a comnetent
head. But. say these hon. gentlemen. al-
though we are excellent material, the Gov-
ernment was vacant in the upper story.
Now, in another paraseraph. he says :

This we have repeatedly urged upon the Pre-
mier with the result
face to face with Parliament, having a Govern-
ment with its numbers incomplete. and with no

factorily combplete ir.

Well. what is the position of the Govern-
ment 7 There are two seats, I believe,
vacant—oune in the Cabinet and one cutside.
The Solicitor-General's position was not
filled ; neither was that of the late Minister
of &«rnt-ultnre. Well. that was not an ex-
traordinary thing., and certainly not extra-
ordinary in a Government by the Conser-
vative party in this countrr. 1 remember
- many instances when seats in the Adminis-
tmnon were vacant for a geod while : and
so far as I remember, there were still over
thirteen members left in the Cabinet. so
that there was abundance of material, whe-
ther it was material of the right sort or not.
Let me point out this irrelevant reason
assigned for resiznation. That reason was

juxt as good two months ago as it is to-day.:

It was just as good before Parliament was

- called as after the proclamation. Why did.

the hon. gentleman wait wntil Parliament
was called before he discovered that the
Administration was incomplete. W hy did
he assist in framing the Speech from the
Throne and m‘u’kmw out a policy for the
Administration ? Why did he come down
~te this House and invite the attention of
the House to the contents of the Speech
- from the Throne if he were not prepared to
.go on—ifl he thought that because there was
no Solicitor-General and because one office in
the Cabinet was vacant, that was a reason
" for his not contmmng in the Govemment ?.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell.)

that we found ourseives :
~he thinks
i - N0 . ywas the Colloctm\lup of Customs of Mont-
assurance that the present Premier could satxs-;re‘u kept vacant? The hon.

isays @ There is no Solicitor General,

Sir, let me call the hon. gentleman’s at-
tention to anmother matter of importance.
Seats have been kept vacant in this House
for some months. Writs, I believe, were
issued. in some cases. some time ago, but
the Government failed to appoint the re-
turning officers, they failed to give the
necessary instructions. They put impedi-
ments in the way of the election instead of
discharging their duty. Thus the hon. zen-
tlemen must have thought it was more im-
portant that ah unnecessary offiee in the
Administration should be tilled than the
people of a larze constitueney should be re-
presented in this House. Then. look at the
Senate. The hon. gentlemen know that
there have been for a long period of time
many seats vacant in t}mt House. That is
contrary to the spirit of the conpstitution. 1
suppose, from what the hon. rentleman has
said. that bhe is in aecord with the course
taken with the authority of the Prime Min-
ister in this regard. Tfow ix it that the hon.
gentlemen assizn as a reason a temporary
vacancy in the Government. while these
vacancies in the Senate and the House of
Commons extending over a long period of
time were not considered worthy of notice ?
Then. Sir, there are vacancies outside. The
bon. gentlemian will not preten:! that oflices
have been created in this country produe-
ing charges upon the public revenue which
altogether unnecessary. Why

sentleman
amd 1
must retire from the Govermment. And
Yet, while there has been no Collector in
Montreal for three years. the hon. gentle-
man did not think it worth whil- to retire
on that account. Further. the hon. gentle-
man and his colleagues have withidrawn
from the Government and the reasons for
that withdrawal are all set out in the ad-
dress which the hon. gentleman read to us
yesterday. It was open to the hon. gen-
tleman, if be was dissatisfied with the Prime
Minister, to have informed him that they
desired an interview with His E\({-llemy
and that they desired to inform His Ex-
cellency that ther did not consider Sir
Mackenzie Bowell qualified for the post of
Prime Minister. This course was followed
in the case of Lord Granville in the Pelham
Administration, who was following a course
in respect of foreign affairs with which
his colleagues did not agree. Five of those
colleagues waited upon the King and in-
formed His Majesty that they entirely dis-
approved of the foreign policy of Lord
Granville and asked his removal from office
on that account; and., although that policy
was one of thch the King approved, and
although Lord Granville was a personal
friend of His Majesty, nevertheless His
AMajesty complied with the request of a
majority of his advisers. And so. in this
case, it was open to the hon. gentiemen who
were dissatisfied with the Government here



