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In February 2002, Canadian Manufacturers & Exporters, (CME) submitted a proposai
to the Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Developmeflt (CPC) of the Department of
Foreign Affairs and International Trade (DFAIT) to organize meetings in Toronto to,
discuss trade and investment issues in doing business between Canada and Africa.
In late February 2002, CPC contracted CME to organize a one-day meeting to be
held in Toronto on March 15, 2002. The objective of the meeting was Ut discuss
trade and investment issues in doing business between Canada and Africa leading
to policy recommendations." The invitation to this meeting was sent to over 500)
associations and companies. Fifty people attended the meeting in person with
another 25 providing their comments verbally through direct contact with the CME
team members.

The immediate output of the meeting and discussions held with individuals unable to
corne to the meeting was to present to CPC recommendations leading to policy
options to assist the Govemment of Canada in formulating the G8 Africa Action Plan
and ongoing policy development at DFAIT, the Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA), and other govemnment departrnents.
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