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Decisions concerning organization 

Rule 18  

The Conference shall, to the extent possible, at its first meeting: 

(a) Adopt its rules of procedure; 

(b) Elect its officers and constitute its subsidiary organs; 

(c) Adopt its agenda, the draft of which shall until such adoption be 
the provisional agenda of the Conference; 

(d) Decide on the organization of its work. 

VI. CONDUCT OF BUSINESS 

Quorum 

Rule 19  

The President may declare a meeting open and permit the debate to proceed 
when at least one third of the representatives of the States participating in 
the Conference are present. The presence of representatives of a majority of 
the States so participating shall be required for any decision to be taken. 

Speeches  

Rule 20 

1. No one may address the Conference without having previously obtained the 
permission of the President. Seject to rules 21, 22 and 25 to 27, the 
President shall call upon speakers in the order in which they signify their 
desire to speak. The Secretariat shall be in charge of drawing up a list of 
speakers. 

2. Debate shall be confined to the question before the Conference and the 
President may call a speaker to order if his remarks are not relevant to the 
subject under discussion. 

3. The Conference may limit the time allowed to each speaker and the number 
of times each participant may speak on any question. Permission to speak on a 
motion to set such limits shall be accorded only to two representatives in 
favour of and to two opposing such limits, after which the motion shall be 
immediately put to the vote. In any event, with the consent of the 
Conference, the President shall limit each intervention on procedural matters 
to five minutes. When the debate is limited and a speaker exceeds the 
allotted time, the President shall call him to order without delay. 


