
in 1992 as a means to support the Middle East Peace Process through lsraeli-Arab dialogue.
Since 1992, over 70 short-term. projects involving Israelis, Palestinians, Egyptians and Jordanianý
have been funded. Phase 1 of the CFDD ran from 1992 to 1994. Phase 2 ran from 1994 to 1999.
And Phase 3 was scheduled to commence in May, 1999 but was frozen for administrative
purposes, in particular after difficulties arose in assessing results of the programs within the
frarnework of CIDA's "results-based management".'

The particular challenge for dialogue posed by the Middle East is a region marred by over fifty
years of protracted warfare through which generations have grown up in an atmosphere of hatred
and intolerance. The idea behind the CFDD is that these attitudes are deeply rooted and cannot lx
eradicated by the official political process between states. Rather, the CFDD seeks to provide
opportunities for former warring peoples to come together at the grassroots level, and attempt to
dismantle long-standing psychological barriers, jealousies and enemy images through dialogue.
To this end, the CFDD has ftmded a large series of short-term, cross-cultural activities in its first
two phases, ranging from leadership training seminars in conflict resolution, a theatre project, a
solar energy conférence, media and journalism programs, and environmental summer camps for
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