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have been away from their families from one to eight Or ten years. 

We knew that  CE kW  had been created Only since May 1999, , and that  for  ten years"before that, 
a.groupP of Dinka leaders had been working to combat abductions, We were able to speâk to their 
principal, James Ag air  who no  w also,serves on (E 'S 	He infohned us that the Dinka 
Committee established sub-committees in the coneerned provinces, gathered-information, and 
follow individual Cases, The children were gr en  the option of going home or staying where  they 
were. Sonie would go south again, some moved to Khartoum, somewoUld Stay where  the)  were. 

The Dinlca Committee reunified I t27 children in this way  in  the pa,st ten years• and teceived.help 
fi .orn the Arab tribal  leaders  todo Se. We.take letters from the G-08 to the Baggara tnbil leadem 
(,Rezegat, Messiriya:). he said When CEAWAC vas  established, webeeamepart of at Weivant 
to bring an end té, this practiee; it is a practiec'of war  but:  we worM wait for peace to aet. 

We were later able to go with James  Ag air  to a "safe house.' for abducted children in Khartoum 
where  the  y are housed prior to re-unification. There,were about 40 Children present, and sorne 
had been there 3 to 6 years, Others have been there only a rnattcrof months, They are all Dinka 
children, but.from various - regions. One boy was trying to jOin - his'inother in West Kordofan, but 
cOuldn't find lier 'because she moves around seasonally. 

This house has been open  tu  children for  ten years. Sometimes Save the Children helps vw-ith 
feeding costs. There are, according tO,James Agwair, inany obstacles because there is no money. 
He estimates that there are about 6060.abductees in South Darfur, and about 	in West 
Kordofan. we need tWO orihree. Years of 	work to get these individuals back, he 
thought. 

This number corresponded more or less %yith a figure  given by Save the Children L' K.  ânél 
UNICEF .  

UNIC EF 

Whatever the numl:Fers, the situation is depressing,UNICEF is doing its best to Change things, and 
to resPond to change when it is driven by the 'GOS  or  activists,such as James Agwair. We were 
told by UNICEF, workers'that the GOSsometirneS inteKlene to secure the return Of abduCted 
'Children, and did so before CEAWCis.creation, but GOS intervention seems tnbe -ad Mc. 

From a "proposal for decentralising the implementation of the abduction eradication project' 
prepared by  the  Sudan Country Office Of UNICEF we halee taken note of the following; 
'UNICEF is planning to advocate for mass voluntary retrievals, This Can only suceceed if the 
President  and top governinent ininistets, ùfficials,  the ineilia„ reli0ous leaders, trIal leaders and 

. itnellectuals'from the'Baggara groTavparticipate in this national effort to érid abduction_ 


