
APPEND  

Na.82 -0746 

tgatWiMeZellffl. 

United Nations 
Environment 
Programme 

Distr. 
GENERAL 

UNEP/GC.10/INF.5 
19 May 1982 

ORIGINAL: ENGLISH 

GOVERNING COUNCIL 
Tenth session, 
Nairobi, 20 May-2 June 1982 
Item 4 of the provisional agenda 

NAIROBI DECLARATION 

Declaration adopted by the session of a special character  

The world community of States, assembled in Nairobi from 10 to 18 May 1.982 
to commemorate the tenth anniversary of the United Nation, Conference on the 
Human Environment, held in Stockholm, having reviewed the measures taken to 
implement the Declaration and Action Plan adopted at that Conference, solemnly 
requests Governments and peoples to bald on the progress so far achieved, but 
expresses its serious concern about the present state of the environment 
world-wide, and recognizes the urgent necessity of intensifying the efforts at 
the global, regional and national levels to protect and improve it. 

1. The Stockholm Conference was  a powerful force in increasing public 
awareness and understanding of the fragility of the human environment. The 
years since then have witnessed significant progress in environmental sciences; 
education, information dissemination and training have expanded considerably; 
in nearly all countries, environmental législation has been adopted, and a 
significant number of countries have incorporated within their constitutions 
provisions for the protection of the environment. Apart from the United Nations 
Environment Programme, additional governmental and non-governmental organizations 
have been established at all levels, and a number of important international 
agreements in respect of environmental co-operation have been concluded. The 
principles of the Stockholm Declaration are as valid today as they irere in 1972. 
They provide a basic code of environmental conduct for the years to come. 

2. However, the Action Plan has only been partially implemented, and the 
results cannot be considered as satisfactory, due mainly to inadequate foresight 
and understanding of the long-term benefits of environmental protection, to 
inadequate co-ordination of approaches and efforts, and to unavailability and 
inequitable distribution of resources. For these reasons, the Action Plan has 
not had sufficient impact on the international community as a whole. Some 
uncontrolled or unplanned activities of man have increasingly caused environmental 
deterioration. Deforestation, soil and water degradation and desertification are 
reaching alarming proportions, and seriously endanger the living conditions in 
large parts of the world. Diseases associated with adverse environmental 
conditions continue to cause human misery. Changes in the atmosphere - such as 
those in the ozone layer, the increasing concentration of carbon dioxide, and 
acid rain - pollution of the seas and inland waters, careless use and  disposal 
of hazardous substances and the extinction of animal and plant species constitute 
further grave threats to the human environment. 


