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SSEA Addresses Meeting of NATO Foreign
Ministers in Halifax

Canada hosted the Ministerial
Meeting of the North Atlantic
Councit in Halifax on May 29 and
30. A t the Hallifax meeting, the
members of the Alliance undertook
a thorough review of ail aspects of
the East-West relationship. The Right
Honourable Joe Clark, Secretary of
State for Externat A ffairs, made the
opening address ta the Council.
Falawing is the text af his address.

"On behaif of the Canadian people and
the Canadian Government, 1 extend ta
you ail a warm welcame to Canada and
ta Halifax.

It is a great honour for Canada ta
hast the Foreign Ministers af the North
Atlantic Cauncil. This organization

means much ta Canadians. We were
present at the creatian, indeed played
na small part in its genesis. And we
have been with NATO at every step
alang the way.

During the lang years af its existence,
the Atlantic Alliance has knawn great
maments, made histaric decisians,
weathered starmy periads, and resalved
difficult crises. Today, the Alliance finds
itself an the threshald ai what cauld be
a new era in East-West relations.

The disappaintments oi détente are
behind us, the tensions of the first years
af this decade have eased, and there is
hope for a better tamorrow. But it is
hope tlnged with scepticismn and
tempered by experience.
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