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THE BRITISH EMPIRE.
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1. A great American orator, Daniel Webster,
once referred to the British Empire ';as a power
to which Rome in the height of ber glory was not
to be compared - a power wbicb bas dotted over
the. wbole surface of the globe witb its possessions
and military, posts - whose morning drum-beat,
following the sun, and keeping company witb 'the
hours,, circles, the eartb daily witb one continuous
and unbroken stream of its martial airs. ','

*2. The, United ingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, or, as it. may be called, Britain, is the
centre of this Emipire. From their island borne,
once divided into four parts hostile. to one another,
but now happily united under'qùè crôwn, went
forth Englishmen, Welshmen, Scotchmen* and
Irishmen to people lands across the ocean. RBe-,
cause they and their descendants speak English,

"Jiey may be cailed Englishmen, though some
prefer the name Britons,

3. It is* a well-knQwn saying, "The sun neyer
sets on thé British, Empire." It is always day
in some land occut>ied. by an English-speaking
people. ing George rules over alýout 400 millions

of uma bing- ore ta one-fourth of
mankrind.

4. These occupy or, control about one»fifth
Of the land surface of the globe., The extent of
this empire is happil*y- brought before us in the
foliowing PU'Ssage adâpted fromn the Life.of Queen
Victoria (Neleon'and Sons):-

5. "Ere the gung of the Tower of London,
at noon on'the-King's Birthday have ceased to
thunder forth the congratulations of the nation,
ail Canada is'awake, and*the West Indies are in
full activity and."ilve or six millions more, wbo
are /roud to oeil themselves British subjects -tog hr, doubtless, with the eighty millions of
Engl ~-speaking people' in the United States -

raise the soûg, 'dÇ Save the King!'
,6. Its -echoes have. not- died ont inVitra

the. éajPfta1..of. British CoIumbia,ý before the
calonists- of- New Zealazid take* up the loyal cry.

OW * hour, later, the. dawn - reaches Australia
a-gd Tosmania, 'and. there, thousands of- loyal
hmat*-are ready.to respond to the prayer, 'God.

* ýf1.N xt i taken up by the busy, merchants
Qf HOug Kongand Singapore, and is passed on.

t WP the *ilions of India who own King
Ceeorge as their EmperQr.

'Before the day is an hour. old at Bombay, it
bas dawned on Mauritius.

'Next, it awakens the watchmen of Aden.
Almost at the -.-me time it flushes the mountains
of Natal and Cape Colony,. where there are
tbousands of Engliishmenear to sheut, 'God
Save the King!'

8. 'Anon, Malta is reacbedf; and, one hour
later, the new dawn tells the sentinels at Windsor
that the joyous benediction bas travelled with the
sunlight from meridian to meridian, round the
globe."$

9. The Union Jack - the symbol of the union
which. binds Entlishmen al the world over - :
should be honored and loved by ail the subjecta
of King George,

10. Mr. Rudyard Kipling has written a noble
poem, from which- the following extracts are,
with bis kind permission, taken-

What is the flag of England? Winde of the world declare!
The North Wind Blew-

The lean white bear hath seonit in dhe long, long arctîc negt,
The musk-ox knows the standard that Soute dhs northern liht;,
What isthe flagof England? Yebhav but my bsrgs to dare,
Ye have but niy drifts to conquer. Go forth, for k lai there.

The South Wind ighsd-.--
Strayed amid lonly iMets, mamsd aanld outer keyu&
1 waked the palmns to laughter- 1 tousd tdis ud in the..

breeze -

Neyer was jis eso littis, neyer 7waa uma mo lone,
But over the scud and the palm-tics an Engliuh iag »as

flown.
1 have wrenched it free fromn the- hafliard to bang for a wlsp

on the Horm;
1 have chazed it north to the Lizard- ribboned and oe

and tom;
1 have spread its folds o'sr the dying adrift in a hopsieu;
1 have hurled it Swift on the Iaver, and mesn the slavus mt foe

The East Wind roared -
The deaert dust hath dimmed it, the lying wiId-asknowe
The sacreci white leopard, winds it acroes dis taintImes anows.
Wbat às the flag of England? Ye have but iny s'n to dams.
Ye have but my sanda to travel. Go forth, for it is ther.

The West Wind calld-
The deïd, dumb fog hath wrapped it; ths froxsu dews bath

kcissed:
The naked" stars have seen it, a fellow sar in th e inist.
What is the flag of England? Ye. have but my bremth W

dare,
Ye have but my wavesto conquer. Go forth, for it la there.

The infinite blisa of nature
1 feel in every vein,

The life and the light of sujmmer
IBlossoms in heart and braint.

-Bayardi Taylor.


