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Dr. Hall pays this tribute to women teachers :

At present, the American school system, as a whole,
owes its high quality in no small measure to the noble
character, enthusiasm and devotion of women who make
teaching not only a means of livelihood, but in addition
thereto & mission service of love for their work and for
To increase this love is to increase the best
part of their services, and to diminish it is to degrade
it to mere drudgery and routine. As the culture of
women gradually rises, it becomes more and more evi-
Jent how unjust have been the discriminations against
them in this field, where in higher and higher grades of
«hool work their services are becoming no less valuable
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Bird and other Observations.
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in the work of observing it will make the long road
shorter for them, will change monotony into interest,
and perhaps do much to reconcile them to continuing
their attendance at school. There is no saying what

And when there are no
hirds to be seen, there are the numerous forms of plants
from the flowering ones down through the fungi, lichens,
mosses and the like, which they should bring in triumph
to the school-room to examine and label with popular
home-made names.

Giving the proper scientific name to all these things
i« not at all a matter of importance even if teachers
could be expected to give them. Ttis the observation
and the examination of them that is of value, and the
habit of keeping the eyes always open to see something
in our surroundings which, although possibly pictared
on their retinas, the multitude never see. No true
teacher need be ashamed to acknowledge to the scholar
that she cannot classify or name and detail the natural
history of everything the prying eyes of the boys and
girls can see in a mile or two of picturesque country.
If the objects are only intelligently examined, the home
made names may have some points of interest in con-
nection with them which the scientific names would
not have, and a school esllection of such a kind would
perhaps be more interesting and instructive to &
visiting botanist than a scientifically named collection.
Teachers, no matter whether they are graduates of the
or not, should always take the ground with
their pupils, that they are only studying these things
themselves with the pupils. Such an avowal, while it
prevents the teacher from being embarrassed in not
being able to apswer all the questions put by the pupils,
is also likely to stimulate the pupils more, for they are
always interested in finding as many astonishing things
as possible, and enjoy the fun of trying to excel each
other in their finds. : »
Such is the advice of some of the ablest scientific
teachers in these provinces, who boast of having their
pupils excel themselves in a few months in several
specialities into which, after the initiatory - steps, the
pupils take a deep and abiding interest. . :
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Messrs. J. & A. McMillan, St. John, publishers of
Brittain’s ¢ Nature Lessons,” a review of which appeared
in the Review for February, have received a note from
Sir Wm. Dawson, in which occurs the following: “I
like the book very much, and think it well fitted to
cultivate the observing and comparing powers of child-
ren, and excellent in tone and manner. I hope it will
be inserted on our list of text-books recommended to

teachers.” Endorsement from such eminent authority

be no additional work to them,

for if they are started

must be gratifying to both author and publisher. -




