
EDITORIAL.

sacred religious rite, should be regarded
more as a divine than a civil eontract. Then
what is more rational than that; ministers
of the gospel, representatives of the spiri-
tual life, sliould be among the most active
workers for better marriage laws 1

If you would rob, says a recent writer
on1 this subjeet, the lioly marriage rite of
its present capacity for permitting the in-
fection of your sisters and daugliters with
loathsome diseases; if you would divest a
sacred custoni of its potentiality for per-
petuatîng epilepsy and idiocy; if you would
make the union of two souls synonymolis
with the union of two clean bodies, there
must be establislied a custom. whicli will
permit science to stand as a faithful guar-
(han of health and liappiness for the two
hearts that are drawn to eaeh other.

The recently organizcd Britisli National
Ilealth Week constitutes a movement wor-
thy of emulation elsewhere. In Britain
the niedical profession, the parliament, the
local authorities and a very large propor-
tion of the edueated classes have co-operated
îii an effort to ixnpregnate the great mass
of tlie people with a conscious interest in
riiaking the most of their own physical ex-
istence.

ln this regard the question xnay be asked
will the concentration of tliought upon
health not produce hypochondria frus-
trating in the long run its own endeavors?
No. It is only the victim of half tmnths
wlio becoînes hypochondriacal, lie or slie
who lias only taken that fraction of the
gospel of liealth which is congenial to his
own moral weakness.

Prof essor Johinson, of tlie Vineland
(N.J.) School for the Feeble-Minded,
visited Toronto last mnontli and came tc
the conclusion that Toronto should estab.
lieli, asç part of its achool systeni, special
claisses for mentally defective, as well ai
backw;ýard children.-Let us beware tli
we do not overdo this business of classifi
cation;- that we do not take as synony motu
ternis, "tlie feeble-xxdnded" and "the way
wardmness of chldliood." Let us continui
to recognize that; "mens sana in corpord
santo" for all of us demanda in its fulifi
ment general sanitation, the open door tb
larger. more restful physical healtli and th,

placing of each i'ndividual in our s(
normally apart rather than abnox
classed from. the standpoint of educ

The recent decision. of tlie Louisiai
preine Court upliolding tlie State Boi
llealtli and tlie constitutionality of tl
itary code and the pure food and dri
is a victory for public liealtli eonsern

Mercenary, graspîng, selflsli busin,
terests liave not scrpled in the past
liance their gains by practices thatfi
110w acclaims to be injurious to the
of the people. With progress lias c(
liealtli legislation a tendency to ob4ti
nullify the movement by appcaling
courts, and setting up the crafty la
usual plea tliat the constitutionality
new provisions were defective. It is
fying, tlierefore, to see that the Si
Court in one part of the country a
lias made this question so plain. W
fettered hands, sure of their positi<
backed by the courts, autiiorities
tlie laws affecting the public health
minister can, under sueli cirpumstan
aliead more surely.

No teaching in years lias left a si
impression or caused a more genera]
enîng of the public conscience th
Child Welfare Exhibitions being hel,
time to time in the varions cities
American continent. As a demons
of the possibilities of evolution a
stage that modemn philanthmopy 1
tained througli the exercise of mani's
faculties, sucli exhibitions are, higll
ficant. Philanthropists and humani
a quarter of a century ago neyer d
of the methods whicli theîr successo
devised and are employing for tlie
uplift. Witli tlie growtli of socia
lemis lias come the ability to liand]

1 Child Welfare Shows have brou~
e womld a long step nearer to the fino

public sehool education, that gref
- luman emancipators, will be oh]
gand school buildings open as public
-bly halls wliere tlie discussion of
Sand problems of public interest

9 freely held. It will take finie, i
-things wortli while, do and as the

) human achievements always have,
a will coine.


