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The Chinese are believeti te have been familiar witli
sucli works for ages; nevertheiess, the earliest authentie
recorde with which 1 am acquainted are of "Joseph's
Canal' in Egypt, which-was commonly supposed to have
been constructeti by Josephi, until a few yeare ago,' when
the canal wae cleaned ont and r 'epaired under the direc-
tion of an officer in the Royal Engineere. During the
work, he came across a foundation stone, bearing certain
inscriptions, whiih, when deciphered, related that the
canal had been repaired by Josephi, and that tradition,
ini hie day, accorded the construction ta a date 2,000
yeare before Joseph'e time, making it ini ail about
3,600 B. C.

The next evidences are two Babylonian cylinders 'in
the British Museum. One, a legal document, ordering-
a landowner te dlean out hie caxal-date 2,300 B. C.
The other, a record of the duttiing of a great canal at
Larsa, 2,300 B. ýC. (Khammurabi's reigu 2,300 B. C.).

and it ie of their work& that we have the greateet evi-
dence, chiefly. in the f orm of aqueducts which, exist, to-
day, some in actual use, othere ini a etate of ruin.

The meth:ods of the toman engineere were modelled
very closely on the lines of their predecessore, the
Greeks, as one would naturally expect. But curiously
enougli at the very tuxie when the Greeke were erecting
their numerous conduite, the Romans were content to
get along with river water from the Tiber, and well
water f rom wiells inside the city of Rome.

They were gaining experience at a great coet in liu-
man if e; anid as Frontinue (that wise and eminent
Roman engineer) telle us "That for a period of 400
years did the citizene of Rome have te wait for a good
water, deriving their &rinking supplies from the river
Tiber and f rom wells situated within the city itself."

Lt wae not until the year 312 B. C. that the Romane
awoke to the pbsokute neceeeity of instittiting a good and
wholesome water supply.

Ae was éharatrsi of that rae,~ *hen they under-
took a task, they did it weil, and, lugig y what je
lef t to us to-day, we may safrly asr htRm a h
best supplied eity in the whole wol 4 an ht even at
the present day, threare vr eplcseuped with
as good a system, etilnoeothsctnn.

The Roman aqueducts were:
Aqua Appia, 312 B. C.; Anio Vetue, 272 B. C.; M~ar-

cia, 144 B. C.; Aqua Tepula, 125 B. ýC.; Aqua Julia,
33 B. C.; Aqua Virgo, 19 B. C.; Aqua Claudia, 38 A.
D.; Anîo Novus, 52 A. 1).; Trojana, 109 A. 1).; and
Aqua Alexandrina, 226 A. D).

Ail these supplied spriug water, except the Anio Ve-
tus and Novus, which. were f ed f rom rivere, andi the
Aqua Alexandrina, whose source wae a. lake.
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