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course. We hope that this era of neglect and apaîhy is at an eùid.
WTe wil1 look anxiously for the speedy inauguration of a Students'
Club, and shall do our uîmost ta further its interests.

The recent meeting of Convocation was one ci the most har-
manious and successful in the histcry of our University. The

great result of the meeting was the initiation of measures for in-

creasing the representatiafi of graduates upon the University
Senate. Our graduates seemi ta he unanimous regarding the ad-

visability of this measure, and there is every reason ta betieve that

the end will be attained. An energ-etic committee was appointed
ta secure the necessary legisiation. Circular letters upon the

subject have been sent out ta many graduates throughout the

Province, and when the cammittee wvait upan the Minister af Edu-

catian their request will be secanded by a grand memorial iram

hundreds of University men. The advantages of the propased

changes were referred ta in Mr. Kingsford's earnest letter in the

M1ail the other day. The great need of the University is, of

course, mare money. A large and active Senate, compased for

the mast part of aur own graduates wvho have the highest interests

of the University înast at heart, will be mare likely ta obtain the

required aid either from the Gavernment or from private indi-

viduals than the present somewhat lethargic body. By such a

measure also the Senate as a corporation would obtain more

knowledge of affairs in cannectian with University College and

more influence in their administration than that body seems at

present ta possess. In many particulars University College is

managed in a way that is past finding out. This is especially true

with regard ta appointments on the faculty of that institu'ion. In

same cases if it cannat be said that new positions were created for

persans, a, ahl events more than once persans have heen very

handily found far the positions. And no one kno s's who asked for

the positions. or who really conttaIs the appointments. Then,
several of the mast important subjects aie taught: in a very per-

functory manner. This is not the way in w'hich the affairs of aur

greatest public educational institution should be carried on. Lt is

ta be hoped that one of the results of the present agitation xvili be
ta change ail that,-nnd the change cannaI begin toc soon.
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A PLEA FOR THE ESTABLISHMENI7 0F A COURSE
IN POLITICAL ECONOMY.

We regret ta notice that the project ta estahiish a course in Poli-

tical Economy in aur University has apparently received a quietus,
or at any rate bas beeîi sheived for an indcfinite time. And it was

perhaps ta he expected. It bas always been the case that when a
new hranch of study seeks ta assert its right ta be admitted ta the
samne status and consideration as ils aIder and more favoured sis-
ters, il w'11 meet wvith many a reirnîse before it attains the goal,

A passing -lance at the history of the liberalization of the curri-
cula of the English and American universities reveais the fact that

a long and hard-fought struggle was necessary ta secure the recog-
nition of the rights and merits of the intruder. A century ago the
student was farced ta make bis election hetween the Scylla of
Classics and the Charybdis of Matbematics after he had embarked
on the voyage of college study. However, the Modern Languages

began ta clamor for admission, and aithougb granted a place
grudgingly enough, were flot unnaturaiîy rcgarded by the student
wbo was so unfortunfate as ta have a distaste for them, as but bis

aid enemny Scylla in a new and flot less terrible form. Here, neyer-
tbeless, was a distinct advance. On wbatever ground the study oj

the Ciassics or of Mathematics may be lauded as preferabie ta

that of the Modemn Languages, it certainly could not have been 0

those of the superior practical. utility of the former ta that Of thr
latter. XVe consider a man educated if we chance ta hear hi!fl

cluote a line of Horace or a simile of Homer ;we admire the enV

tbusiasm of the man who makes himself conversant with the intti-

cale prohlems of the higher Mathematics ; but is there any one

short of a zealot in either of these subjects who m-ould flot piefer

having a fair acquaintance 'with the masterpieces of the modemn

Languages, and therehy being better able ta intellectually el jaY

himself should he ever have the good fortune ta visit the lantds

where these tangues have sway ? For we take it that the language

of those men whose works exercise the greatest influence over us'

are clearly entitled ta the first consideration. And this wvas the

principle clearly acted on by that great race, the Romnan 5 Who

paid no attention ta the writings of the Semitics or ta the lare of

the Hindoos 5 but conflned their linguistic studies ta the litelature
of Greece, that is ta say, ta the literature of that nation to wbOul

they were indebted for a large portion of their educatian i0 the do«

mains of poetry, aratary, and the other sister arts. But w4e, 0 Our

part, have been slowly, though none the less suriely, emancipatirig

ourselves from the once greatiy averweening influence of the Chas-

sics, and their place is being gradually usurped by the Modeff

Languages. And justly sa, ; for does flot the part played b>' the

French and German tongues-especiall>' b>' the latter-,with refer-

ence ta ourselves fully equal that played b>' the Greeks ta the

Romans.

But by far the mast furiaus contest that bas yet taken Place

between the forces of Liheralism and Conservatism in UniversitY

affairs, was that between Science andi Ultra-orthodox>'. I-10 that

contest terminated is natariaus, and who shaîl say that since the

dlaims of science have been fully recognized i0 every hall of learn"

ing pretending ta be abreast of the time, that ber influence bas flot

heen of incalculable benefit ? It is no exaggeration ta aver that the

grawth and dissemination of scientiflc ideas bas done the lO''

share of the work in differentiating bygone ages from aur own-

Nevertbeless, unquestionahly the mast practically 1ipartanl
science of ail bas hitherto flot only been utterly denied a bare

recognition of its rigbts, but bas even heen treated witb corltenmPt
an the part of some of our University authorities. 'Ne allude . 0

the Science of Political Economy. We are at a loss ta canceive

how an>' adequate justification cao be urged i0 extenuatiGn Ofthe,

course adopted b>' the Senate towards ibis brancb of studY. For

is flot the study of the laws which regulate the condition of Soctety

generally, and paticularly those which govern commercial Pr'

perity and depressian, one of the most important that could attract

the attention of any man ? Wbat branch of knowledge is there, we

ask, that is of mare especial moment ta the conimunity thafi that

which treats of Free Trade and Protection, Taxation', Labor,

Capital, the Land Problem, and the thousand and one othler kiodred

questions ? For every individual interested in Homeric theories O1

in quaternions, or in the analysis of a substance or the pedigree Of a

word, there are thousands most deepi>' concerned in the question

of Free Trade and Protection, Lahor and Capital, and generaîlly

speaking, i0 the whole range of subjects cansidered by the scienc
of Political Economy. This being the case, is il flot eminenlY itý

ting that tbese questions should he studied i0 aur UOiverityy

wbich is popularly supposed, at any rate, ta be the head and Centre

of learning in the country ? Far from the average University gradri

ate heing able intelligently ta discuss these questions, he is a 'nerc

pigmy in the bands of the ordinar>' member of a Trades UnIOt nY

in a large number of cases he bas neyer even given themn a though"

Any one who would verif>' the truth of this statement bas anl'y t
attend a mnPîting of the Young Men's Liherai Club, when he Vl

be surprised at the power displayed b>' members of the wol<i"g
classes in their treatment of these questions. Not long ago h
Land Question was the subject af debate, and fia respectable at

tempt was made ta r(fute the doctrines of Henry' George as e
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