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diligently it the meaning of this strange appearance, as
thougbi be wisbied te, add bis bornage lu this îîcw wonder
fromn H-eaven. But far otberwise ocrue bis tb ýtignts. I-Le
wvho bad cxîîrpated by cruel inurder tho 1 at of the As-I
moneans wss not lihuehy te, spire a d 'sccndant of the bouse
of David wbose bîrtb biad been heralded lu sncb an extra-
ordinary maîtîer, aud who bad appcaied ai a time wben
the whole world-great Pan bcing dead-was lookiig for
sorne ernancipator from philosophers whîcb had revealcd
their utter weakness and governinus whîîch bad degeiîe-
rated into ruthless tyraniîy. The Magi did not reluru to
minister to the bypocrisy of the royal barbarian. They
departed ta tbeir own country another way. And wben
their mission \vas fulfîlled lu the frndiîig of the Christ,
Joseph tools the young Cbihd sud His moîber aud tied
juta the land of Egvpl. Hosv long thîs exile lasîcd sud
what arc ils profounnd suggestions, we need not ri,
inquire. At lengtli the lyrant died: the sout] of the
wreîched olîl man, wbo bail been styled the Great, devis-
ing cruelties cveîî in bis last agîmny, strng by rinorse and
fear, consuined by bis own debanches, went forth wîlh
a sbndder int the awful darkness. Men breatlîed' more
freely now thatl he was gone, sud the day of bis death
became a national festival. God spolie by His angel ta
thc exile iii that hostile land, bilding lîim retoru again te,
bis native country : "1Arise, sud lake the yuuing chîld aud
bis mollier sud go int the land of Israel, for tbey are
dead wbich sought the young child's life.-

Iu the stirrîug events of tbis piece of history we bave
rnirrored tbc bwo opposiug spirits whlî h seeli for admi-
ration in bbe hearts of men. The message of the angel
is not aniy a statement of what la pasb, but a propbecy of
wbal is ta, come lu tbe ultimate ovcrthrow nt everybhing
wbich seelis bu destroy Christ aud His Gospel sud t le
ultîrnate triumph of the Babe of B3ethlehem over tbc
whole wide world. Iu sharp antagonîsrn we bave pre-
seuted bbe two claimants for-kingly sway,-the false king
tottering to, bis overthrow lu the splendid palace, the truc
King wbose kîrîgdorn shahl have nu end,. cradisd iii bbe
iowly manger. Eitber Herod or Christ must mile the
world sud mile ur hearts to-day. There la no roomn for
compromise or dîvided rnasbership. Ye cannt serve God
sud Mammon.

We need not be surprised that the adveut of Christ
shuld produce a stormy cunflict of thougbt aud action
whîcb lu differcut fornîs bas cotîtinued ta innfeat itscif
at every period of the world's bistory. Evil la not a
uecessary part ofhbuman deveiopmeut. It la absolutcly
unaulborized lu tbe creation of God, sud sbould bave
slept forever "n the nigbb of possibility.' Bot aIl its
latent powers whicbi had seeîned to grow torpid lu the
congerîral atrîtusphere of a uîiiversal corruiptiont were
roused ta life by the appeararîce of the Christ, sud bbc
eternal antagonismn between gond aud cvii made sitarpîs'
rnanîfest. t svas impossible that a new religion clairuiiig
sncb absolute sîîthorîty over tue beart ani conscienîce of
mea shouid make ils eutrv intu the \vorld un ubfailenged,
or sbould maintain itself tbroughi ail tbe successive
changes af buman tboogbl without uîîdergoing bbe moat
rigid investigation. The bistory oh Chrîstiauîty la a bis-
tory of unending strife. Wlien we reinember tbe fieice
sud persistent opposition wblcb it bas eticounterci iii a
tbousaud different forma at the variaus epocbs of its firaI
begirruinga and the streugtb of the Empire witich svas
arrayed agaluat it ; the enîlcernenta whicli threatened
internai weaknessansd seerned to ]eave it an easy prcy
ta deaigning rulers; tbe ilitolerant ecclesissticiarn of a
later time working ru the name of Cbristianity and yel
sbrîking a blow at every une of ita essetîtial principles;
the coarse efhontery sud blatant atheismn of the last cen-
tury ; the ouvert sucer, the open reviling, the sad deulal
whicb are tbe Herods of the pîcacut time,--wben A~e

remember these things, anti behold the Kingdoma of the
Christ stlIl flourisbing and growiug upon the earth, we
echo the language of the %vise Rabbi uttered more than
eigbiteen hundred years .igo: "If ihis counsel or this
work be of mani it will conte to nought ; but if it be of
God, ve cannot overthrow it, lest hàply ye be found ta
hight agaiust God !

Iu order te, sec the verification of the angel's word in
the course of huinan events, it will be necessarv to trace
in brief the history of Christianity in the world, and so,
exhibit some of the leading formns in wbich the Herod-

1spirit of extermination bias made itself insnîfest. At tbe
1very outset we are forced to notice the wonderful growtb
of the new religion in the face of the most unfavourable
circumstancea. Tt came juta a world full of ail the
abominable impurities of beathenisrm, aud had te, contend
not merely wlth the opposition of unregenerate bearts,
but with the uew intellect of a crîtical and investigrstiug
age. We sec Christianity, like the briglit star which was.
its bcrald, dawning lu the midst of a universal darkuess,
The birth of Christ is revealefi first of ail to humble
sheplierds. ani Ulis Gospel at once allies itself witb the
weak and feeble things of the world se, that no many %vise,
not many noble, not many mighty are called, but sncb as
the Philippian jailor, the slave of Colossie, the bumble
fisherien of Gennesci et. It bas nu strengilb of armies.
nu glittering spîcudour, no eartbly reward. It is lighted
only by the ligbî whicb coînes froin heaven, aud spealis of
nev hopes, uew jnys, new ambitions, a new kingdom of
wbicb the world bad neyer dreamed before. Im-
perial Rome arose tu crnsh the rascent heresy. The
record of the early Christians might be written lu blood.
Nearly aIl the original propagaturs of the new faitb
perislied by unnatural deailis. Persecution followed
persecution through aIl quartera of the vast empire
wbitber the bated scct bad made ils way. The sting of
satire and the voice of calnmny wvere added te, the under
force of arma, and ta name the naine of Christ became an
insuît to the mighty Pantheoit only lu be avenged by a
dark- ccll iii the Mamertine or a cruel (baath in the arena.
Yet lu spite of the unwearied opposition of the inistress
of the world, Christianity continued to, spread sud the
bistory of its growing influence becamne lu effect the
bistory of the progresa of mankind. Even the literarv
eftorts of its first opponeunts obtain an uudeserved remem -
brauce otilv as they are clnote1 lu the triomphant repu-
tations whilh were callcd forth against fleur. At leugth
no later than the fourtb century, Chi istîanity becarne the
recog.nized aud established religion of the Roman Empire
and tue last cry of expiring lieaîbenisin is beard lu the
well kn',wn confession of the Emperor J ulian : Thon iiast
cun,1 uered, 0 Galilean !" And lieue aLýtîeî forin of trial
eusued. 13v the unnatural union of chnrch sud state
enfeeblement began gradnally to manifest itself. The
stalwart lier oisnî of carlier tîmes secmed to be iu danîger
of passing away, sud woîîld have passcd away had not
rcncewed opposition calicd it loito fresit life. For il la
profonndiy truc of that period as of many subsequent
cries, that Cbristianity bias snhlered more fro ni the by-

i pocrisy sud diffidence of its professed frîcuds thani from.
the strcngtb and malice of its enemies. Tt was by the
kiss of judas that the Son of Mati vas betrayed. The
religion of the lowly Nazarene wbosc lingdomn was not of
this world seemed îll-attired lu tîte robes of purpie sud
fine liiien whlcb adorned the royal palaces. 1Il ternaI
controversy disturbcd the cbnrcb sud iîîally icut it
asunder. Elaborate ilicologies %vcri. f ,rmîiatcd sud
thoen quarrelcd over as tîtongli thîcv bad been the very
bread of life, aud hierarchicai pretensions gradoally de-
veloped tilI tbe \vbole churcb wvas under tbe bondage of a
rlgid ccclesiasticisîîî. The Herod-spirit of extermination
seemed to have passed over to those wbo professed to0


