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Political agitation, the action of the social and economical forces can scarcely

fait before many years are over to make an end of the hereditary bouse of
Lords.____

INi the Contemporary Beview Miss Etniiy Pfeiffer pleads elaborately
for Femate Suffrage. Amidst the biddings of the parties in England against
eacli Other for votes, it is not by any means unliktely that Femnale Suffrage

laY prevail. But Miss Pfeiffer seems before the end of lier second page

thave given hier case away. The backwardness of women compared
With mon in the political race she ascribes to the burden of maternity.

She mnay with equal truth trace to the samne impediment their backward-
nesa in war, in seamianship, in allthose industries which entait severe and

'ountinlUous exertion, or are attended with dangers. But does she sec any
reasaon for hoping that the burden of maternity wiil ever ho laid tiown
Why then invite the sex to competition ini walks of iife or sphieres of

aIctivity in which it iuust always be heavily weighted. Why gîve its

aprtosa hopeless direction? Nature lias assi'gned itaprtith
social and domestic organisai distinct from that of the maie but perfectly

0oequal. Widows and spinsters Miss Pfeiffer says are the best representa-
tives8 of their sex, because they are free. This is ini the syeo r il
the propliet of the whoie movemient, who speaks of marriage as siavery,

< nay as the worst of all siaveries, inasmuch as the slave lias no hope of a

uhago of master, and who carrioti into effect his own doctrine by appro-
Priating, thlouglih platonically, the affections of another maa's wife.. 0f the

double life, the writers of thîs school have no conception nolir have tliey

auY conception of love as an effectuai safeguard against itinsage apart f romn
law. Is a mnother unkind to lier child becausec no statute Mforbitis leri
DOes a polite host use his tegal power of kickiag bis invited guesLs out OÏ
dolorsa man is the imieinorîai oppressor of woinan, how have woinen
obtained the priviieges which Miss Pfeiffer cannot deny that they possess
and wouîd be unwiliing to resign i This suffrage, which mnan is accused of
tyrannically withhoiding froin his partner, how long, anti by wvhat propor-

tion of the maie sex lias it beeil enjoyeti liHas it not, as well as ail othier

P0wers, licou exercised by the men for the benefit of their wives and
Chide as weîî as for their own î Have not maie tegisiatures obeyed the

Wîies, or what they iinagined to be the wishes of the womcen i Have they
'lot abolished the lieadship of the family, deciareti that in questions of
inheritance the wife's înost distant cousin is nearer to lier than hier liusband

whule thoy deciare tlie contrary where it is tie womau's interest, and
retaxed the Divorce Law titi in the United States the family is seriousiy

thetndwith disintegration? Not only does Miss Pfeiffer accuse the
or ao i ei g p ltclbonds" upon is partner, and of making

easy, before a jury, to get justice-but she is inclined' to lay upon him the
blatue of tiglit iacing and smalt shoes; tliough. if she desires a unanimious
declaration of th, maie sex against thoso mnodes of self-torture, aIe can

' ~ have it without a political revolution. She desires us to mark the human-

'Ziflg influence of woman in the past, and stiti more witieiy at the
presJent day; ,e do mark it anti rejoice in it while we note that it is iiide-

Pendent Of politicai power, anti wouid perliaps have loat seime of its efficacy

had it beau tainteti with anything political. Political power, it cantbe

'0o often noted is neither the onily sort of power ner the highest. But

188s Pfeiffer spurns tlie guartiianship of affection. She wants "lto have the

weaPOn8inhler ownhlands."1 She and her sisters, if they follow lier leading,
fliay flit that the weapon tiepentis for its force on the strengtii of the
liant, and that they have entereti the politicai arena onty te finti themnselves
Weaker inen.

T-U Cobdien Club lias reprinteti Cobden's " Three Panics. " Ln a lit-
elrary Point Of view il coulti not have done better, for thc pamplilet is a model

Of Paraphteteering. The speciai object of the Club, no tionbt, is to stop the

navy panie, got up by the Pali Miall Gazette anti to arrest the naval

excPenditure into wlich, unider the influence of the panic, the nation is beiU9

hurried Lt is very iikely that a caution is in season. The panic was evi-

dentîy a stroke cf journatistic enterprise, anti naval architecture is flow lu

suc a onsantstae o flx, win t the 1 apid progreas of invention, that if
the favy were to be rebuilt in accordance with oach new improvemefit no0

Ifloney Wouid be teft for anythiug etse. But the position taken by Cobdien

WiVth1 regard to war anti mititary expenditure is unfortunatey one to whicii

it i8 iniPOssibl in the present state of the world to adhere. His confi

delice in tlie sovereign efficacy of comimercial relations, under the Free Trade

sytem,) as a. guarautee of peace, thougli not baseiess, was exflggerated, anc

i"ip"Oirt counsels whiclî, liad they been foliowed by tlie nation, would liav(

led flot to peace but to war. lie saw wvith anl evil oee if le titi noi

aeotiveîy Oppose, the Volunteer movemetit, a movement pureiy defensv<

%rid if ail its aspects, social and aveu sanitflry as well as mnilitary, entire1j

lieaithy. LHe faileti to see in it the practical antidote to conscription. To

propagate good-wiil and mutual confidence amoug thenaistsus-

tute rivalry in tlie arts of peace for rivalry in armns, to extenti the juris-

diction of diplomacy anti arbitration in scttiing international disputes, anti

thus to pave the way for the reduction of the bloateti armianents witî

whicli Europe lias been cursed anti the earnings of the people have becu

tievoureti since the balef ni era of Napoleon, are feasible as weit as philan-

thropic obJecta for a statesnian. But no nation cari at present afford te

disarmn. Civilization cannot afforti to tiisarm :it wouiti become the

defenceless prey of barbarism which no commercial influences toucli anti

which knows no international law but conquest. The Chinese are purely

industrial :they have no miilitary profession, no sense of military hoîîour, ne

sentiment by whidli a soldier can be sustaineti ; thcy are tIc ideal comînu-

nity of Cobdien and IHerbert Spencer ; anti the consequeuce is that tliey

are threc hundreti millions of slîeep: a hlpless prey, withi ail the fruits of

their industry, to a few thousands of Frenchi wolves. Cobden was incenseti

because thc Engtish people woutd not place blinti relianco in the pacific

professions, of a potentate who had proveti huniseif the best of rulers anti of

men by consenting to a conaiw-rcial treaty. Yet every fresh revelation of

the ciîaracter of flic Frenchi Emperor anti lis gang, including the recent

disclosures of their enioriinons peculations, shows that that they were miost

reasoniable objects of suspicion, anti that, had the feul necessities of lis

dynasty given the word, Louis Napoteoni would have sprung without warn-

ing upon Englanti, as lie sprung on Germany, as bi liati sprung on Austria,

ns, in spite of his reiterateti oatlîs of fealty, lie liati sprung uponi the French

Republic. Lt is perfectly conceivabte that wheni thc resuttof the Plebiscite

halsliowa that thie throne of the lionapartes wsin dang~er, andugnl

necedt a rencewal of its glories, thec miilitary precautionis against which Cob-

tien wrote, anti the exhibition cf spirit wlîich hoe viewed wîth aversion, May

have determineti in thc councit of the Tuileries the question between aveng-

ing Leipsic anti avenging WVaterloo. No onîe who watdhes the actions of

the~ Frenchi Government or studios tlic organs of Frenchi opinion, not except-

ing thp works of historians, in whici ai calmer anti more moral spirit miglit

be expecteti to prevail, can imagine that the volcano cf Chauvînismi lias

coaseti te burn or tlîat French lust cf war anti conquest is extinct. Lt

would ho mnadniess to prespat te Galiic ambition anti hatreti the tenîpting

spect-acle cf an unguardeti Engianti. Those wvto have ne disposition te

commit hurglary must stili provide tha3ir doors with boîts anti their win-

dows with bars.

TIIE RIEL REBELLION.

TiiE wildly exciting eveuts of 1869 anti 1870 in Manitoba &ra fast

fading from the common contemplation of lier people anti becoming

inatters cf early history only. There is a story current at the foothills

cf tlic lockies about an Englishman wlio aroe earty anti loft bis liost's

lieuse one suniny merning, intending te waik te a neighbouring hli

anti back before breakfast, anticipatiug ail tIc timo lîow tielicicus tho

bacon anti eggs woulti taste after a brisk constitutiSnal. Hie walketi

rapidiy in the fresh morning air until the briskness were off, anti then

truigeti atong tintil tIc sun approadheti the mneridian, anti yet the hli

seemnet just a stone's-thre'. away from him, but ne îîearer than wlien lie

lad flrst set eut. The constitutional lad beconi6 a pilgrimagre, anti ut

high noon lie faceti about, anti reacleti home late iu thc evoning, famnisheti

anti exhansteti. Next morniug hoe trieti a less ambiticus stroti, anti

bis frientis, suspectiîig wlîat lad happeneti, watdheti him until lie reacheti

a tiny streamn, when te their surprise, lie proceetieti eisureiy te undress as

thouglî preparing for a plunge. Lu answer te their inquiries lie rela*Ë,

his experienceocf the day befere, anti seemeti genuinely in doubt wîether

the crcssing cf this apparentty narrew streamn was te ho a repetitien of

Byron's feat in the Hllespont or net. If it is a characteriatie cf the

Western horizon te lie Ilse near anti yet se far," it is equatiy characteristic

cf the historical horizon of Manitoba to e cxi remote after the passing cf

*avery few ycars. Thc doinga anti mufforings cf the Eerl cf Selkirk, the

massacre cf Governor Semple anti lis party, the bloody struggles cf the

rival fur companios, the floods.-ail these events aeem te have recetiet into

a shady antiquity, although 1812 anti 1815 saw the most cf theni. This

is partly cwing ne tioubt te the ancient atmnosphere w'ith which the actors

in our eariy history-tîe quiet-living Frenchi on thie banks cf the Red

River-seem te surrounti theniseives. The main causes, thougî, which

have been operating te preduce this affect turing the iast few years, are

piainly thc incoming cf an entirely new population, anti the substitution

c f eue cf tIe moat intense commercial foyers ever known for tIc excitement

b of the Rebeliion. Owing te this tendency cf comparatively rocent avents

te crystallize themaiseves inte Iistory, it becomos less difficult perhaps to

r call theni into review anti coma te, seme conclusions respectilig theni.

MÂEcu 26th, 1885.]


