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Political agitation, the action of the social and economical forces can scarcely

fail before many years are over to make an end of the hereditary House of
Lords, »

Ix the C'ontemporary Review Miss Emily Pfeiffer pleads elaborately
for Female Suffrage. Amidst the biddings of the parties in England against
«ach other for votes, it is not by any means unlikely that Female Suffrage
way prevail. But Miss Pfeiffer seems before the end of her second page

. 0 have given her case away. The backwardness of women compared
, with men in the political race she ascribes to the burden of maternity.

She may with equal truth trace to the same impediment their backward-
ness in war, in seamanship, in all those industries which entail severe and
continuous exertion, or are attended with dangers. But does she see any
reason for hoping that the burden of maternity will ever be laid down {
WI}Y then invite the sex to competition in walks of life or spheres of
actl.vit;y in which it must always be heavily weighted. Why give its
aspirations a hopeless direction? Nature has assigned it a part in the
social and domestic organism distinct from that of the male but perfectly
coequal.  Widows and spinsters Miss Pfeiffer says are the best representa-
tives of their sex, because they are free. This is in the style of Mr, Mill,
the prophet of the whole movement, who speaks of marriage as slavery,
nay as the worst of all slaveries, inasmuch as the slave has no hope of a
Chf"ngﬁ of master, and who carried into effect his own doctrine by appro-
Priating, though platonically, the affections of another man’s wife. Of the
double“fe, the writers of this school have no conception ; nor have they
a0y conception of love as an effectual safeguard against illusage apart from
law. Ts & mother unkind to her child because no statute forbids hery
Does g polite host use his legal power of kicking his invited guesis out of
d°°"§? If man is the immemorial oppressor of woman, how have women
Obtained the privileges which Miss Pfeiffer cannot deny that they possess
and would be unwilling to resign? This suffrage, which man is accused of
t,‘)’l‘a.nnically withholding from his partner, how long and by what propor-
ton of the male sex has it been enjoyed ? Has it not, as well as all other
Po‘wers, been exercised by the men for the benefit of their wives and
ch_lld"en as well as for their own? Have not male legislatures obeyed the
:;:h::; Tl‘ what they imagined to be the wishes of the women { Ha\{e they
inheri: ished thfa 1’1eadship. of the family, declared that in questions of
whils :}I:ce the wife’s most distant cousin i.s nearer to her bhan. her husband
relaxed t,;y dP:cla.re the co.ntré'xry where’lt is the Woman’s' ‘m-terest,', and
threaty de L.)worc.e. Law tl}l in the United States .t-he fau?lly is seriously
ogre mne thh. dxs'mtegratlon? Not only does Miss Pfeiffer accuse f;he
her « an of « r’lvetmg political bonds” upon his partner, and of'm-:kag
easy sn Outla\iv '—an outlaw, it may be remarked against whom 1t.1s not
s before 4 jury, to get justice—but she is inclined to lay upon him the
ame of tight lacing and small shoes; though if she desires a unanimous
ecla":a'ti‘m of the male sex against those modes of self-torture, she can
i:i:le “:‘ ‘;’iithout a political revolution. She desires us to ma.rl:: the human-
Pl‘esin:,nd uence of woman in the past, and still more w1del?r .at' the
pendent ay ; We do mark it and rejoice in it while we note th&t.lt is }nde-
ad it bOf POl.ltlcal power, and would perhaps hav'ehlost some o? its efficacy
00 oft een taxntfad with anything political. Political power, ‘lt cannot be
o P(;n_noted, is neither the only sort of power nor the highest. But
wea e}ﬂ'er spurns the guardianship of affection. She wants “ to have'the
N Ponsin her own hands.” She and her sisters, if they follow her leading,
8y find that the weapon depends for its force on the strength of the
and, and that they have entered the political arena only to find themselves

- W eaker men,

em;PHE .OObden' Club has reprinted Cobden’s * Three Panics. ” 'In a lit-
of Y point of view it could not have done better, for the pamph!et is a model
na‘samphl.eteering. The special object of the Club, no doubt, is to stop the
8 Y Panic, got up by the Pall Mall Gazette and to arrest the.e na.'val
*Penditure into which, under the influence of the panic, the nation.is being
::126(1' It is very likely that a caution is in season. rI.‘he pa.nic': was e\{i-
Such : & stroke of journalistic enterprise, and naval a.rchlltecturfa is now in
Constant state of flux, owing to the 1apid progress of invention, that if
m:ntavy were to be rebuilt in accordance with each new improvement no
wit, Z would be left for anything else. Bat the position taken by CObﬁeﬁ
it ig iega’rd.tO Vv"a.r and military expenditure is unfortunately one t.o w mﬁ
enceb.lp ossible in the present state of tbe \yorld to adhere. His ;ond -
Syshemm the sovereign efficacy of commercial relations, under the Fz'eed ra 3
inpire’d&s & guarantee of peace, though not baseless, was e:.(aggeratclad,ha.n
ed not tcounsels which, had they been followed by Phe nation, woud'd ave:;

active) 0 peace but to war, He saw with an evil eye, if hed f1 no
and j Y Oppose, the Volunteer movement, a movement purely dofensive
0 all its aspects, social and even sanitary as well as military, entirely

healthy. He failed to see in it the practical antidote to conscription. To
propagate good-will and mutual confidence among the mnations, to substi-
tute rivalry in the arts of peace for rivalry in arms, to extend the juris-
diction of diplomacy and arbitration in settling international disputes, and
thus to pave the way for the reduction of the bloated armaments with
which Europe has been cursed and the earnings of the people have been
devoured since the baleful era of Napoleon, are feasible as well as philan-
thropic objects for a statesman. But no nation can at present afford to
Civilization cannot afford to disarm: it would become the
defenceless prey of barbarism which no commercial influences touch and
which knows no international law but conquest.

disarm,

The Chinese are purely
industrial : they have no military profession, no sense of military honour, no
sentiment by which a soldier can be sustained ; they are the ideal commu-
nity of Cobden and Herbert Spencer ; and the consequence is that they
are three hundred millions of sheep: a helpless prey, with all the fruits of
their industry, to a few thousands of French wolves. Cobden was incensed
because the English people would not place blind reliance in the pacific
professions of a potentate who had proved himself the best of rulers and of
men by consenting to a commercial treaty. Yet every fresh revelation of
the character of the French Emperor and his gang, including the recent
disclosures of their enormous peculations, shows that that they were most
reasonable objects of suspicion, and that, had the fell necessities of his
dynasty given the word, Louis Napoleon would have sprung without warn-
ing upon England, as he sprung on Germany, as he had sprung on Austria,
as, in spite of his reiterated oaths of fealty, he had sprung upon the French
Ropublic. Tt is perfectly conceivable that when the resultof the Plebiscite
had shown that the throne of the Bonapartes was in danger, and urgently
needed a renewal of its glories, the military precautions against which Cob-
den wrote, and the exhibition of spirit which he viewed with aversion, may
have determined in the council of the Tuileries the question between aveng-
ing Leipsic and avenging Waterloo. No one who watches the actions of
the French Government or studies the organs of Freuch opinion, not except-
ing the works of historians, in which a calmer and more moral spirit might
be expected to prevail, can imagine that the volcano of Chauvinism has
ceased to burn or that French lust of war and conquest is extinct. It
would be madness to present to Gallic ambition and hatred the tempting
spectacle of an unguarded England. Those who have no disposition to
commit burglary must still provide their doors with bolts and their win-
dows with bars.

~ THE RIKL REBELLION.

Tue wildly exciting events of 1869 and 1870 in Manitoba &re fast
fading from the common contemplation of her people and becoming
matters of early history only. There is a story current at the foothills
of the Rockies about an Englishman who arose early and left his host’s
house onc sunny morning, intending to walk to a neighbouring hill
and back before breakfast, anticipating all the time how delicious the
bacon and eggs would taste after a brisk constitutional. He walked
rapidly in the fresh morning air until the briskness wore off, and then
trudged along until the sun approached the meridian, and yet the hill
seemed just a stone’s-throw away from him, but no nearer than when he
had first set out. The constitutional had become a pilgrimage, and at
high noon he faced about, and reached home late in the evening, famished
and exhausted. Next morning he fried a less ambitious stroll, and
his friends, suspecting what had happened, watched him until he reached
a tiny stream, when to their surprise, he proceeded leisurely to undress as
though preparing for a plunge. In answer to their inquiries he relatesd:
his experience of the day before, and seemed genuinely in doubt whether
the crossing of this apparently narrow stream was to be a repetition of
Byron’s feat in the Hellespont or not. If it is a characteristic of the
Western horizon to be “so near and yet so far,” it is equally characteristic
of the historical horizon of Manitoba to seem remote after the passing of
a very few years. The doings and sufferings of the Earl of Selkirk, the
massacre of Governor Semple and his party, the bloody struggles of the
rival fur companies, the floods—all these events seem to have receded into
a shady antiquity, although 1812 and 1815 saw the most of them, This
is partly owing no doubt to the ancient atmosphere with which the actors
in our early history—the quiet-living French on the banks of the Red
River—seem to surround themselves, The main causes, though, which
have been operating to produce this effect during the last few years, are
plainly the incoming of an entirely new population, and the substitution
of one of the most intense commercial fevers ever known for the excitement
of the Rebellion. Owing to this tendency of comparatively recent events
to crystallize themselves into history, it becomes less difficult perhaps to
call them into review and come to some conclusions respecting them.



