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impoli thue eartb amni it senuis imiptissihlo tlat îvc ahiouli ever

eblerisît envy or batrod agaimu.

May alidi aspirations îlot pfl55 altogetber witluout fulfil-

nient I
Stil as thie dlay commues ruiid

For Tlîee ta be revealed,
Iiy wakeful shephlerdu thon ait fommnd,

Ahidiog iii the field.
Ail throiugh the wiotmy heaven anti chili niglit air,
Jus îmîîîsic îund ini liglît thion dawumest oui their prayer."

May tliat day spring f rom on higli visit ourselves, titr bonte,

ouir friends and our countryI
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I T is at alI tines dificuit to estlimate a great personahîty

Sarîglut ini thme soleîuui pause between tleatli and turial.

Tt is peculiarly so, wluen the seene and circumostamîces niake

the îleatlu so imopressive, tîmat the public miiui is totichiet maid

universal synipathy is. ('Noked. Wlieî Lincolnî was shiot

down by aut assassin, just as Ilie xvas stoering the slîip of

State, tlîruuglm terrible sttiims, imîto a peaceful luaveîu, anti, as

the whole nation was hegioning tlîat loud acclaiioi wiili

will iuot tease su> long as tbie nation lices, a calit (stinate tof

tue îîîmuî and lus services was impossibule. Thc voice tuf 5(ilir

criticisun cîmull imot have licou licamil at sîmeli a titre of sou-

iow, tears ao(l passionate inijgntion. Sir Johin Thliono

xvas not an Abîraham Lincoln, and Canada wemît tbrougi îno

travail pangs ini lus (liy. But Sir John was ou first nuii-

ister and Caniada is oui- country. le was a stroog muait and
luis stremmgtb îas gîven lîîyally andI umgrudgimgly to serve

wtat be believed to hue ou luost interests. The Colonial

Office maid tlhe uperiai Cabinet lua(l recognized ]lis poer

îand kîiew tbat- wlile lic was al nian wlio wotmll always have

t o hue reektîied witlî -tley coulu ileuicuu on blis sincemity aiud

loyalty. le lbad takem i s seat witlî the represemitatives of

thue rceatest fuîreign poweis, antI luad mueasurel luis strcîuu't

witlî tîhe Governumnt svlmielu foru years bia( claîiuled aitld exer-

cised tlîe riglut ti capture our sluips anti tlirix ou saîlors

into pri.son, ant i he luad luel(I bis owîî witlî the luest. Al

acknowiedgre tîtat, luutlm pîivatelyamui pulîlicly. As thme lig-

est piossibule acklýnoîxledgneo.t of bis mneits, lue wxas caliod to

tbe Privy Counicil of tue Qnecn, muid just at rbat momtent,

at wlmmt seenued the crowniog point and aiso only the luogiti

ing of luis career, ini tlhe loî(lle tif luis day.s muid the full ripe

glory of luis powers, îleath touelued luimi mandt lie slept. Thue

disaster was like tîmat of tbe Reoyui <eotylp

It was muot iniftle liattie
No temupest gave tile sluîmck-

yet, wlîere at noon the galiant sbip lîad teen, an Imour after

onily tbe calai waters of tihe hartour, on wbose surface site

bad rested, were visible to menl.

In suet circumostances it is difficuit to te siîuuply just.

Exaggerated and even luystcm'ical language f romn frienîls and

partisans can te overlooketi, except wlîen, iused as it soine-

timnes is-simoply for its market value, but a pubhicist owes

al suprenue îiuty to the public. lie muust remneimuier tbat

exaggerations and one-sidedness are sute fortns of untrutît,

and that, wten the temptation to err is greatcst, lue is most

tound to te on Itis guard and to do bis duty.

XVbat kind of mnan xvas the remd Sir Jobon ? Cao xve get

to tce core, tebind thie lawyer, the politician, the husluand,

the father, to tbat whicb deternuines every relation of life

tut whuich, itself, is much more than any or al], nere mati-

festations ? In luis case tbis is diffienît. lic bas xvritteuu or

spoken littie tîtat is accessible to the public. Intiniate and

impartial f uiends are rare, and tbese would necil to te atle

to look into bum and to look atove himo in orîler to give a
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trustwortlîy estiînate. AIl tlîat we can do4 Ns to sec and heitr

lini as liexvas on tbe i encbi, at the Counicil IBoard, or ad-

dressing the Ilmnse xlieii Nlinisteir of JIustice and tlîereýafte,

xvlen, as Premiier, lie spoke to the peuple froîntI thme stuiu1l

or struck fercely at an adve½sary wlîo liad pierce(l tbrough

the coat of mail witlï whicli lie xvas usuaily clotlied. An

equatioîî of tuie impressions received lîy intelligent onlookers

on tiiose different occasions %viii gîve as correct a meastire Of

the man as i is perlîaps now possible for lis to attain uiW.

}Iis mnoral strengtli was seemi (>1 tIhi' Beicli and as lMimister

of ,Justice ;aml(1 lus limuitatioiis calme ont îmuost clearly whecil,

ini takimig tbe position of lucal of tdme party, lie acccpted the

responsility of savimîg it at aIl bazards. To eitlier of

the first positionîs lie ivas at bis best. [mu gix ing a decisiofl

or- in speaking to t Hbuse on a departiiiental matter, te

tbonglît of notliing but thme sutject before iini. Hie had

studied it 0on its uuurits, according to establishcd prîncîples

ani preceilents, and baving couie tii bis conclusiOnSg

liy (lue proce55 tif logic lie stated thiten clearlY

and inlexoral ly, witluour appaurmnt feeling one way ce. th

tlieî. Thîis aiisemice oif enuotioni gave hlmi a truc dignitYî

wbicu was licigltteietl luy thie total absence of rlietorie, aol ail

apparent uicncosestlat theme was a rcporter's gallery

in the bouse ot' a pubhlic outsude. IlYou mueet i ot tell n'le

tliat lie is a gootl speaker, iitmtt ered a stranger wliu an ad-

uniirin1g friend lia(l takeut to Itear tlue mtew uiinister ' I cafl't

lietem 1iint ; lie nuuutlles.' The explanation of tbe spcaker's

iinîpassiveness ouglît to bave been nanifest to the luasty critiO

lie wvas the audiorized expuisitol of tlhc law, and, ini loiu1g

bis work, ciflotiûli or a tliouglit oif the spectatots was

emtirely ont of place, as it wvould lue in anl iceberg,1 %Vich

lua}uemed tii crusli a sclioomicr or two tliat c'bille ini its patt.

This evemi stremigtl ini the a}pplication of }riîtciples appeared

aIl thme gicatets l)ecansc lie bad no syinpathy for mndery'

ideas and- -i giii tliei n o place in lis miiil -lue xvas TUer
distracted luy tlienu, wluile it was tjuiite conmsistenit Nv1 th

mioilesty of luearimig anti a gentiîe kimidliîiess of lueart, wî1ich

lus friemuds mever appealed t(t iin vain, andi wliicl secnd tO

tliose Who kncew lidiii i prix ate the muain femtures of Ilis char,

aicter. Thiat stroing aund calin mind, well furnislîcd witli legill

learning, cooibimied witb love of luis profession, hblits O

strentoUs application anîd a surimg sense, of public( lity, fit-

ted biuuî for any judicial position, andl it is no wonder tIua t

lue liiîiiself alwmuys feit tluat the lSencb n'as luis proper place'

Wben tfile exîgemicies of juarty oluliged tinii to beconue Mîmistee

of Justice, luis ijualities enaled liîmni to fli tluat positIOl,

equally well. But the Prenuierslîip forced upon lîinu Vo*

w hýiei must bave teen uncongenial and utterly liateful, alla

wliicli, if long cootinued, would have destroyed Ilimo alt&'

h'etlier. To beau inii on a platforin, explaining away tl

census returns or vintlicatiiig thc National Policy, lîy argil

nuents, tbe sophîistry of whiclî unust have beemi apparent to

lisclf, reniintled one of Samsoîn grinding corn forth

Plhîlistinîes. lie could iot take kindly to the game al

tîmerefore did not play it well. Hec neyer secmned at houle

the platformn ; neyer rcaclied a lîiglî altitudie ; neveu toucbeô

dhe public conscuenîce ; neyer received inspiration f roui tCe

asseïnblcd peole ant ibence neyer gave luack any to htl

The revelations of 1891 sbocked biîn, anîd tbere can be, litt 0

doutthdat be nîcant at flrst to take as firîn a stand 'Vt

regar1 to tbenî as lue liad taken in tlhe I{ykert case. le be

gani well, but 50011 found limiseif arrested lîy considlerati 0

wbich to biîn were supucme. The corruption xvas inextrO'

atly tounid up with tbe party systein and tositatter bis parti

was to give office to the Opposition, wbo, in bis opii" 1

were worse. The revelations of thc Mercier-Pacaud reg,~O

wbich followed, as well as luis own Nova Scotian experte Col

luad thorougluly peusuaded 1dm of that. To tbrow ifsl


