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Was written and spoken by the Scottish
beople, gentle and simple, by peer and
Pasant, f1om before the earliest Ntuart’s
twe up to the union of the two kingdoms.
! have regq the statutes enacted by the
Scottign Parliament, from the first
Jamey time to the sixth of Seotland and
the iirgt o England, and they are all
Written in the tongue Burns wrote and
Poke, only the ianguage is a little more
Tthaic than that used by him. One of
the Stuart kings was no mean poet.
¢ wrote a poem called “Christ’s Kirk
2: the Green,” which, for point and hum-

Ouy description of the manners and cus-
Y08 of the age, could not be surpassed.
Was the language which Knox spoke
er | Wl‘ote; and when e was a prison-
Jey I France toiling at the oar asa gal-
.Y Slave, one of his guards brought an
Dage of the Virgin to bim to worship.

Y stern reformer ealled it A pented

ang

bregq » -
-ﬂnidd’ i.e., a painted piece of wool,
s cOHtemptuously pitched it into the

Clgly The great Scut@ish writers of the

eent ]y century—Smith, Hume and
*ll(; :WsOn‘wrote in English, but they
H Poke their mative tongue, especially

"“en‘; who  spoke It with great
fug Y and foree. The Seottish lan-
Engie I8 no provincial dialect oi the
W 8L, but a sister tongue. It was
hmmlﬁnguage of Scott’s boyhood. Ue

o other at Sandy Knowe his
h‘ﬂnag

ather’s place, where he spent most
by fi“ tarlier years. It was spoken by
e 3ther and the noblemen and gentle-

ay Ol Ldinburgh as late as his time,
When the young poet Burns  left

W Pough gtirts in Ayrshire and appear-
ong the emltivated literati ol the

) and startled them with his
a of eloquence and flashes of wit
h‘1‘mour, it was in no vulgar dialect

ay ad'l“%sed them, but in a tongue they
o} .Oigerstolotl and :poke, The l)uchn;ss
en"(’x-s on,  who probably had met aund
*d with most 1f not all of the

boy "8 meq iy bolities and literature, in
oy, ““Pitaly, said that Burns was the
Yo fnﬂn slle ever met whose conversa-
He QWleetve’ly carried lLer off her ivet.
2 Evoum Dot bhave done that had he
bc,“.pokell In o tongue common to them
@ratur:‘n‘yolle well read in Scottish iit-
Qol.' » bas ng diffieulty in reading Chau-
Ellm:;; Ith cannot be done by modern
Sap meq without the aid of a glos-
8hy ’_a,nq many words in Speneer and
(’l’heu Deare, obsolete or their meaning
by o, ° 1O the Bnglish reader, are periect-
“rtg, u 1o the Seottish. The language
by, 0 Chaucer’s time in both coun-
g, ! Was Identical, but it changed much
g Tpiary In Fagland than Scotland,
under ®F the union of the two kingdoms
th ,, One Crewn, and the tramslation of
ey Chreyy Seriptures into that *“‘pure
R to{ Engiisn andefiled,” the Bible
‘lm‘} ll\“ book became a sacred treasure
tx‘ll be:{:"“"y hume in bath conntries, lng-
til" “-‘r)t me the predominant tongue and
n, s Virtually ceased to be writ-

f:“tt "fhink it is greatly to be re-
Pem of he(,;s all that magnificent litera-
4q Stiy ole song and bullad that when

8 the blood like the blast of a

18 written in o language that
© thoroughly understood and
Y, P Without study by the great-
cth@ Of the English-speaking race.

Splendiq lyriecs will never per-

innnwt y
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ish. Lady Anne Lindsay’s “Auld Robin
Grey;” that hymn of hope and sorrow
by Lady Nairn—*The Land o’ the Leal,”
will  embalm the language in which
they are written as long as tongue can
speak or heart feel. Bruce's Address
at Banonockburn, by Burns, unequall-
ed In any language, ancient or
modern, that should be sung as
Carlyle said, by the **throat of the
whirlwind,” will never cease to cheer
and inspire to beroic aetion men of the
Dritish race in all lands and every ciime.
Has not “Auld Lang Syne’ (@ phrase un-
transiatable into Lnglish) become the
meeting and parting :ong of the Yaxon
kindred wiherever they are tu be found
on  this planet. The last great writer
who spoke the Scottish language in its
purity, was (arlyle, and notwithstand-
ing his long re:ldence in Fngland he con-
tinued to speak it to the end of hls
days, and no reader of his life needs to
be reminded of his splendid powers as o
cuuversutional_ist. W.C.K.
et &

THE SEARS LIBRARY.

An important event in the library
world of the United States, has recently
occurred [n the city of New York.

The admirable collection of books il-
lustrating the origin, growth and de-
velopment of The Book in all its phases,
including the history of early manu-
veripts, printing, paper-me king, binding,
wceoltl  and  metal engraving, etce., ete.,
gathered by Mr. George Edward Sears,
has passed at private sale, for a very
large sum, into the possession of Mr.
Willianm Lvarts Benjamin, of New York,
who is one of the largest dealers in rare
and expensive hooks in Ameriea.

Mr. Sears is the son of the late Mr.
Robert Sears, sr.,, of Toronto, and for
many years conducted a large printing
business in New York. Taking a great
nterest in the subject, he devoted twen-
ty Yyears of his leisure time to gather-
ing early manuseripts, early hindings,
early printed books, and all kinds of
typographical curios.

The collection contains one illuminat-
ed M8, of the fiiteenth century, written
on 600 leaves of vellum, and having 830
hand-painted miniatures, valued alone at
%5,000; a complete Caxton, “Tully on
Old Age,” worth $2,500. Numerous speci-
mens of all the distinguished presses: Al-
dus of Venice; Plantin, of Antwerp; IPan-
nertz, of Rome; The Ginntas, of Venice;
LElzivirs, ol Leyden, etc., ete.,, from 1470
to 1550,

These precious volumes were kept in
an ancient Park avenue mansioa, remind-
ing one, as the New York Times express-
ed it, “of the Christian chapels in the
civtaeombs,.”

During the past years, many grave
meetings iwere held there by enthusiastic
and studious bibliophiles, learned in Goth-
ic and black-letter lore, after the manner
of good old Dr. Dibbin,

Mr. Sears had already made two very
remarkable catalogues of his collection,
one, of the curioms and sombre subject
of “The Dance of Death,” which we have
already noticed; the other, upon ‘The
Emblems of Aleiati,”” privately printed
in editions of 100 copies. The New York
'f‘hnres says “he had formed a perfect ¢hain
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of all the links, by which the work of the
early monkisli scribes, copyists, and
book-makers of the fourteenth and fil-
teenth centuries is allied with the work
ot the publishers and printers of the pres-
ent day.” )

Mr. Benjamin is now engaged in clas-
sifying the books in chrnno!ogiu:u order,
for a public exhibition to be held in his
new and extenslve galleries in East 16th
in the fall.

Now that Mr. Sears regards his work
as fairly finished,, and having given up
his residence in New York, he decided that
it was proper to no longer keep these
curlos hid under & bushel, but to place
them where they might be a benefit, as
well as a gratification to other collectors,
quarrying possibly in the same field.

It is to be hoped that such a collee-
tion as a whole, will not be largely sep-
arated, as a gimilar one will not be eas-
ily formed agaln, Mr. Sears having for
nearly a quarter of a century, personally
and through agents, searched the var-
fous book marts of the world for rare edi-
tions and choice specimens of the printer's
art, sparing neither money nor pains to
achieve his end, the results being the
formation of one of the most unique and
intrinsically interesting and valuable 1ib-
raries on phe continent.

It may Interest our readers to know
that Mr. Sears is greatly attached to
the old home of his father, and a large
part of every year is spent in visiting
Toronto,

ART NOTES.

In the Jume number of the McMuster
.Uni\'er,sity Monthly, Mrs, M. E. Dignam,
In an article on “The Development of Art,”
states a trath which is often lost sight
of. 1 I were asked what the greatg
need of the day way, 1 should say, ‘Intel-
ligent and eritical appreciation of art.
It is o crude iden that such knowledge
would be wasted if not practically or
professionally applied. Surely a full de-
velopment of all the faculties, Is worth
all 1t costs to the individual, and a dif-
fused knowledge of art, of good tuaste, is
needed, first of ali for personal enjoyment,
anmd secondiy, to ereate w demand for what
Is produced, which can only be through
‘Lnore cultured appreciation of the mas-
terpieces,”

The Galignani Messenger for June 25th,
gives the following :

A week or two ago, there was pub-
lished an article from the Rev. Samuel
A. Barnett, of St. Jude’s, Whitechapel,
in which he pleaded for the establishment
and endowpnent of a permanentyy

Fine Art Ixhibition in the ILiast-
end.  The article was read with  in-
terest by  Mr. Watts, R. A., who

expressed Lis hearty  commendation of
the schenie. How. far more delightful,
he says, are the small private galleries
in Italy than the large ones! Why
should not small galleries he built in
various parts of London? Mr, Tate’s Gal-
lery, at Millbank, might serve as a head-
centre for them, all circulating pietures
and catalogues through them. If the
management of the Tate Gallery, under-
took also the management of these small-
er local galleries, having the responsibil-
ity both for hanging and for aceepting
loans nnd  gifts, much labour would be
sivved, and the work would he much more
thoroughly done. An annexe in eacly case
for minor arts and crafts, with Npecial
reference where possible 1{g local  indus-
tries, would be a vajuable addition, © Mr.
Watts himself promises to send rome of
his pietures to any bPermanent gallery
which may Dbe established in Whitechupel:
while another reader or Mp, Barnett's
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