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THE SITUATION.

It passes comprehension why a commit-
tee of- the Toronto Council should favor
any scheme for setting up rival water
works to those of the city, or listen to a
proposal to purchase from it a franchise
wbich could be worked to a profit by a
private company, only at the expense of
heavier water rates paid by the citizens.
Experience has conclusively shown that
cilies can supply themselves with water at
lower rates than private corporations eau
supply tbem; and yet in the face of this,
there are members of the Toronto Council
willing to burthen the city with competi-
tien in water works, for private advantage,
or to consider the question of transferring
ita right to supply itself with woter to a
Private comupany, whose profits Must corme
oult 0f the pockets of the citizens. Would
any one consent, in the management of
hi% Own business, to make sacrifices of, this
kid ? When the watçc works schemuge is
coupled with a canal project of doubttel
POssibilities, iL should Aot be, on that ao.
count, the more readily entextained. To-
rout iS getting its water supply fgQm the
hast ef the many sources available; and
ita sfytem of supply would be complete if
a tunnel under the bay were made, so as tg
Prevent possible contamination with~ the
bowage. This is tbe opinion of the city
engineet, and tbere cannot be f srioU
question that he is in'tbe rigbt..

The present American Administgati
bas covered itself with honor ip rsfysinj
to annex Hawaii for the beneftU of a fan
tio4 4ho began by preacbig tþ1 zelig oe
Oflet bi ity to eP ativeg ýjnd ~P1R
them~elves cf thpx lapds. In no partc
the BritsBh parpit

Mai4ionrils or tadersaobtoip iqpq fio
unilized or balf civilizdçA iagiyeg; and
this rule wpr.e applie þy þe United SPaM
tp its citizene in fpxeign equp4qyi s, e8pep

a4 p 4p jJþe citizeps a pr14t

guise of missionaries, gruat evils might, b
avoided, The United, States, wbich was,
the first to recognize the independees of
Iîawaii, nagnanimously refuse to annex
the islands. Th restpration of the qupen
is likely tQ folloy, and it shows the des-
pçratiop and depravity of the angýexation-
igts that. they threaten to l illI ber. as
means of makiqg such.ap event impossiple.
The pçople w,ho have cozqned the native§
out of their lands w.ut anuexatio aa
'ueQans of adding to the vajue of theirill-
got poqsessions. They çould prljy
have succeede4 undqr tIp Reppblicans ; th
prty rqvolutioe, at Washingto4, deshroyed
'tloi hopes. In, som. form, thb %hite in-

hlabitants of the 1silnd 1 lu virtue o,
'superior eppcity, are likely tg rulq ; an
qow that th, prpject of annexatiou s
kqocked on the head, they will be wise ig
they take steps for ruling in1 the nane of
the.queen.

In Eçgland, the difficulty between the
mine owners and the miners, never fulpy
settled, bas broken ont anew. A Socialist
menber of the House of Commons proposeq
to ask Parliament to snectiourthe natipnl-
ization of the mines by purchase, at an
estimated value of $250,000,000, the whbole
of the English coal mines. Purchase is q[t
least an honest mode of acquisition, ind e
the only honest mode; and it is in striking
contrast to the schemes of the land cofis-
cationiss in, America. 'Ilheir proposal is
on a par witb that of the Socialists in
forent parts of urope, who opose to
make a gençral attempt to get possesšion
of other peopl'i wea th by means of1 a
dynamite campaig; u an ugliemn oct, a
than the seizare of all rents under
name of taxation, but the result, so far as
the owners of the property is concerned,
would be the same. The nationalization
of the mines would not cure the evil of
friction between the miners and the mine
owners: the State would simply be put in
the place of the private or coiporate own-
ers. Governments like ours, which possess
valuable mines,-should make such terms of
alienation as will best protect the public
against monopoly and extortioni, which the
accumulation of large mining areas in the
hauds of a single corporation tends to pro-
duce. We have seen the evils which non
attention to this bas caused in connection
with coal mines in the United States; and
yet we have not had the prudential pre
caution to profit by the example.

A general elpotipp b" gigp he Gayern

mei4 of Newfou Pland a uew luase e
s powpr. The igtereat of C a a n 'th

epult is small. Cç'fed t !th th
Dqp'jpipp was apparpty, 4,t s p%

n copçt ly not a Q9p g,îuqs 9ue. Tq P
g sent Governmen o the iland bas aditi
- dffèrences with Canaàa, and-ope of these

n iaâving been reerredtothe lis ub Govern
D2 Dtn'is dependent en the deciono! th

A Gtstonq administratiOù. The subjec
mattei la8the BondTreaty: but as ' com
à ercial treaties are not fow In favor
Washington, hitch might be possible,o
that side. We do not ish to recall ~t

Sneemly violene with which that 'treat

Sau defended ät St. John's, nor to dwe~

igon thp want of constitstioLal sanction

te the, ac4 by which aq island of small
pqpula>ion assuisd to make a treaty on
equal terms with an independent power, to

ths majuifest dissdvargtage of Canada. I4
wae in this, letter fact that our interest

ent.red. The dispute with France over
the oyster-pgeking establishments is still
unseWtled; apparently France keeps the
sor;e open for her own purposes. The
upioq of the island with Canada might
hjevq set4tled the dispute; but as this is not

qow on. the cards, the islanders can expect
no aasisiqnce from this quarter. To tell,

t.uth, neitier p4rty to the dispute bas
bpg quite reasonable, and both have at
tiMes been more or less in the wrong.
Franqp ha cert4ig rights on the one part
o tbl.9at. of. te isl4nd, which the Ney-
f9ugdlsders are disposed to dispute, and,
tbp Frenlch to magify. The oyster-pack-
ing espihments of France seem tg more,
tlA9 Newe9ndAanders to be a manifest

roalpet, Frange agreed, to arbitra-
tiç, and if she does not intend to arbi-
txaße, sove other mode of settlement
sl;bp9d b, presse upon ber.

Work Qn the new Tariff Bill goes steadily
on before the Committee of Ways and
Mçans at Washington. The rough draft is
reporte, to contain an important enlarge-
ment of the free list, including coal, iron
ore, wool, lumber, salt and silver ore. The
duty on tig) plate is reduced to 1 per cent.
If you ask Mr, Carnegie, whose exalted
patriotism is to be found in the fact that
he, h$s m de an enormous fortune by
favor of hlgh duties, yeu will get for an-
sw r that there is no fear of extensive
re tions being made. The results of the
late elections may doubtless have some
deterring effqct on the Senate, as Mr. Car-
negie suçgeets; but be bas no warrant for
the statemeiit tþat the President never
acceted the pItform cf bis party. No
don t îe 'tariff Éii will meet great oppo-

- sition in both branches of Congress.
SBesiies the d Üties it will Iower, the new
taxes which if will necessitate will stand

c in the way. Among those proposed is an
e income-tax, which it is proposed to put at

two cents ip the dollar. This would be
. the most equitable of all taxes, if it could
- be levied witb certainty and uniformity;

but it rem tins to be seen whether Congress
d cau prevent frauds in the forms of evasion

to which sncb a tax bas generally hitherto
given rise. Present indications are that
there will be no increase in the tax on
beer or whiskey. The whiskey tax is
muob lower in the Republie than in
Canads, 4 faot whicb would have a direce
bearing upon the possible enforcement of
Prohibition, if it were tried here. The
Uoited States will lead the way in tariff
redootion, and Canada is pledged t follow.
la ee goods, tlhere is likely to be room for

, important reciprocations.

.8 rýe merican seealig company which

t buys grifeg monopoly on the seaing
- is1ands, is be inmng tO reabize tbat tþe
t r arbitrtion covers oniy a small part
n bhe ground; for while it restricts the
e action of Brì‡ish anâ American free seal-
y er , it l9aves these of ail other coun-
ll ries'at liberty te disregard the conclu-


