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THE SITUATION.

It passes comprehension why & commit-

‘tee of the Toronto Council should favor

any scheme for setting up rival water
works to those of the city, or listen fo a
Proposal to purchase from it a franchise
Wl.lich could be worked to a profit by a
Private compauny, only at the expense of
heavier water rates paid by the citizens.
I%x_l’erience has conclusively shown that
Gities can supply themselves with water at
lower rates than private corporations can
Supply them ; and yet in the face of this,
th.ere are members of the Toronto Council
V?llling to burthen the city with competi-
tion in water works, for private gdvantage,
or to consider the question of transferring
8 right to supply itself with water o a
Private company, whose profits must come
out of the packets of the citizens. Would
a.?y one consent, in the management of
h}a own business, to make sacrifices of this
kind? When the water works scheme is
00np}ed with a canal project of doubtful
Possibilities, it should not be, ou that ag:
count, the more readily entertained. To-
tonto is getting its water supply fram the
best of the many sources available; and
1ta system of supply would be complete if
& tunnel under the bay were made, 80 ag to
Preveny poasible contamination with the
Sewage. This is the opinion of the oity
°hineer, and there caunot be & serious
Question that he is in"the right. )

N The present American Administration
t“ covered itself with honor ip refusing
0 annex Hawaii for the benefit of a fag-
bion who begsn by preaching the religion
of charify to the natives gnd pos??ﬂﬁihg
themse!v.gs of their lapds. I no part of
thP _Bt,lt;sh empire can privae R,@R{iﬂfl
Wigsionaries or traders, obtaip lgpdg from
ungjvilized or half civilized nafiyes; and j‘i
this rule were applied by fhe United Staten
b its eitjzens in foreign cquplrigs, epeci-
oMy ¥hen these citizeps appear iin the

gnise of misgiongries, great evils might, be
avoided. The United States, which wasg,
the first to recognize the independence of
Hawaii, wagnanimously refuseg to anpex
the islands. The restgration of the qugen
is likely to fo]low, and it shows the des-
 peration and depravity of the annexation:
ligts that. they threaten to kill her as &
'means of making such, snevent impossiple.
The people who have cozgned the nativeg
‘ont of their lands want aunexation as a
imeans of adding to the value of their ill-
%got possessions. They would p;‘gl;g&bly
'have succeeded under the Republicans; th
ipaxty revolution at Waghington, dest'myé}
itheix hopes. In, some form, the white in-
babjtanty of the islandg, in virtue of
superior capacity, are likely to rulq; and
gow that the project of apnexation s
kgocked on the head, they will be wise if
they take steps for ruling in the name of
the queen. '
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In Eogland, the difficulty between the
‘mine owners and the miners, never fully
‘settled, has broken out anew. A Socialist
‘member of the House of Commons proposeq
to agk Parliament to sanction the natignal-
‘ization of the mines by purchase, at an
‘estimated value of $250,000,000, the whole
of the English coal mines. Parchase is at
least an honest mode of acquisition, indgec
the only honest mode; and it is in striking
contrast to the schemes of the land confis-
cationists in America. Their proposal is
on a par with that of the Socialists in dif-
ferent parts ot Europe, who propose to
make a general attempt to get possession
of other peoplé’s wealth by meansof a
dynamite campaigo; an uglier process
than the seizare of all rents under the
name of taxation, but the result, so far as
the owners of the property is concerned,
would be the same. The nationalization
of the mines would not cure the evil of
friction between the miners and the mine
owners: the State would simply be put in
the place of the private or corporate own-
ers. Governments like ours, which possess
valuable mines, should make such terms of
alienation as will best protect the public
against monopoly and extortion, which the
accumulation of large mining areas in the
hands of a single corporation tends to pro-
duce. We have seen the evils which non-
attention to this has caused in connection
with coal mines in the United States; and
yet we have not had the prudential pre-
caution to profit by the example.

A general election bag givep the Goyern-
menp of Newfoundland & new lease of
power. The ipterest of Ogpada in the
repolt is small. Oonfedersiion with the
Dapipion was spparently not gp logag,
ogrtyinly nok  sopspiongus cpe. he pe-
sent Government of the island has had its
differences with Can a, gnd“ozxie. of thyese,
naving been referred to the British Govern:

ment, is dependent on tlif_a' decision ’ of the
Gladstone administration. The subject
matter is the Bond Treaty : but as’ com-
mercial treaties are not now in favor at

Washington, & hitch m'ighf‘b'é ;)'gssible: on
that side. We do not wish to recall the
unseemly violence with which that treaty

wag defended 8t St. Joly;r‘s! nor to dji'éﬂ

upon the want of constitutional sanction
to the act by which ap island of small
‘populagion agsumped to make a treaty on
equal terms with an independent power, to
the mapifest disadvantage of Canada. It
wag_ in this latter fact that our interest
centred. The dispute with France over
the oyster-packing establishments is still,
unsettled ; apparently France keeps the
sore open for her own purposes. The
upion of the island with Capada might
hgve settled the dispute ; but as this is not
now on the cards, the islanders can expect
no agsistance from this quarter. To tell
truth, neither party to the dispute has
bgen quite reagonable, and both have at
times been more or less in the wrong.
France hag certgin rights on the one part
of the coast of the island, which the New-
foupdlanders are disposed to dispute, and,
the French to magnify. The oyster-pack-
ing estgblighments of France seem to moreg
thbap Newfoyndlanders to be a manifest
epcroachment,  France agreed to arbitra-
tion, and if she does not intend to arbi-
trate, somse other mode of settlement
shoyld be pressed upon her.

Wo’x;_k qu the new Tariff Bill goes steadily
on before the Committee of Ways and
Means at Washington. The rough dratt is
reported, to contain an important enlarge-
ment of the free li‘s_t, including coal, ‘iron
ore, wool, lumber, salt and silver ore. The
duty on tig plate is reduced to 1 per cent.
It you ask Mr, Carnegie, whose exalted
patriotism is to be found in the fact that
he hss ii?q.de_ an enormous fortune by
favor of high duties, you will get for an-
swer that there is no fear of extensive
redyctions being made. The results of the
late elections may doubiless have some
deterring effect on the Senate, as Mr. Car-
negie suggests ; but he has no warrant for
the statement that the President never
accepted the platform of his party. No
douht the Tariff Bill will meet great oppo-
sition in both branches of Congress.
Bosides the duties it will lower, the new
tazes which it will necessitate will stand
in the way. Awmong those proposed is an
income-tax, which it is proposed to put at
two cents in the dollar. This would be
the most equitable of all taxes, if it conld
be levied with certainty and uniformity ;
but it remsios to be seen whether Congress
can prevent frauds in the forms of evasion
to which such a tax has generally hitherto
given rise. Present indications are that
there will be no increase in the tax on
beer or whiskey. The whiskey tax is
muoch lower in the Ropublic than in
Canads, a fact which would have a direct
besring upon the possible enforcement of
Prohibision, if it were tried here. The
Uopited States will lead the way in taviff

‘rednotion, and Canada is pledged to follow.

In free goods, there is likely to be room for

.important reciprocations.

The Awmerican sealing company which
Trie Y oagt 1 oo DTN .
buys 3 privileged monopoly on the sealing
islands, is be.iuning to realizs that the
Paris arbitration covers only a small part
of the ground; for while it restricts the
action of British and American free seal-
ers, it leaves those of all other coun-

ﬁ:!/iéﬁ ‘af hberty to disregard the conclu-



