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ire, and which, we believe, is unjustly the money market-or the
blamed in many instances, is responsible, gency-has crippled opera
we are told, for about one-tenth of the fire strained speculation in some
loss in the Unit d States. One would have temperature has interferedm

thought its share was much larger. But of textiles. But, says the
here are some figures compiled by "in spite of these drawback
an American insurance authority :- tion of general merchandise
During last year, there occurred in the the normal midsummer ave
UnitedStates15, 2 22 fires;the origin of 1,913 is branches of trade are favo
unknown, and the origin of 5,611, if known, for the opening of anotheri
was lot reported ; of the 7,698 remaining wheat crop has been harve
fires, 1,959, or more than a fourth of those good condition, cotton prom
whose origin is known was attributable to yield on record and corn, t
incendiarism. The other 5,739 were at. safe from the effects of a dr
tributable to fifty-eight different known frost, is likely, from presen
Causes. Of all the ascertained causes,then, return a good h rvest. T
the incendiary is responsible for the most out.turn of these leadingi
fires. In 1886 he destroyed $11,597,324 employment of labor and
Worth of property, or a trifle over one-tenth and old enterprises, and th
Of the total loss. "But this is his usual of railroad and industrial
Percentage, according to the figures. It the west and south, combi

Would seem, then, that in a series of years cheerful anticipations of th

the property loss increases, and the in- ness.
Surance loss increases about in the same In wholesale dry goodsc
ratio, while the same causes appear to be bing trade, while seasonabl

at work from year to year, and about the the greater part of the
sane ratio of total destruction is attribu- increasing activity at thec

table to each, though varying as to locality. have been fairly employed

Appalling as the waste is that is uow going liveries on old orders and a,

on, a study of the figures of the past years of new business has beend

leads to the conclusion that there is noth- paration of fall stocks forè

ing abnormal in the situation, but that sub- A reclas ification of cotto

stantially the same causes are at work by the trunk lines, an
burning more than ever before, because cheapening of part wate

there is more to burn." rates have materially assi

But to look funthen into the causes of movement from Atlanticc
Burefl Tol fh ot a s ation as a whole is encou

ires. The defective flue ranks next to the
"fire-bug" as the known cause of the ing consevatively as a r

largest number of burnings. Ont of 7,300 ing coservatively as aru

ftres in dwelling-houses during the last mate wants are large and
three years, the origin of which is known, business during the next

the defective flue beads the list of princi- parently well assured.
pal causes; indeed, it caused about 20 per Cotton goods have wit

cent, of them all. Forest and prairie fires of the sharp declinein th

comte third and matches fourth. This is a staple and maintain a fir

Striking commentary on the manner in market, because the sma

Which dwellings are built. The statistics ceptionally well sold up

show that the careless building of dwelling resting between manufw

houses is not confined to any one section of sumers are much smaller1

the country. The ten principal known responding period for u

causes for all fires in the country are; 1st, Manufacturers of leading

incendiarism; 2ud, defective flues; 3rd, provided with orders an

Sparks, (general) ; 4th, matches ; 5th, trade in this class of fab

lightning; 6th, lamp explosions; 7th, stoves; Woollen goods are nol

8th, spontaneous combustion ; 9th, lamp situated, owing to the diE

aCcidents, not explosions ; 10th, locomotive which domestic mills a
Sparks. operation of the present1

Until the community generally is aroused cfothe uew seasohs' weig
to the importance of the subject and learns clothing wooellens have
that it is not one for the consideration of close to the price of prod

insurance people alone, we are scarcely meet the competition cf fw

likely to reach a normal number of fires. goodi are offened blow
and in very few instanceq
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THE BRITISH IRON AND STEEL
TRADE.

A distinctly improved condition of affaire
the iron and steel manufacture of the
nited Kingdom is shown by the Board of
rade returns for the month of July and
r the seven months ending with July.
he increased export is not due to increased
xports of pig iron, which commodity shows
decrease, but-to larger shipments of iron
nd steel manufactures. This, says the
ron Trades Exchange, is a fact indicating a
avorable condition of affairs both for
nanufacturers and their employees, more
oney baving to be distributed in return
r labor in this country.

The total quantity exported last month
was 372,305 tons, valued at £2,176,168,
igures which far exceed the totale for the
orresponding months of 1885 and 1886.
The total export for the seven months end-
d July 31st was 2,355,616 tons, valued at
£14,153.421, figures which exceed bynearly
half a million tons, and upwards of one and
a half million pounds sterling, the returns
or the same period of the two preceding
years. The tables, which show an im-
provement in the shipments equivalent to
15-9 per cent. in quantity, and about 14·9
per cent. in value on the corresponding
month of last year, and which may be
considered very satisfactory, British ship-
mente for the present year being nearly 40
per cent. more than those of 1885, a period
which we look back upon as one of great
depression in the iron trade.

The falling off b the shipments of pig
iron last month amounted to 13,851 tons,
which was chiefly due to the reduced de-
mand in the United States and Russia. Of
railroad materials 114,828 tons were ex-
ported; an increase of 29,038 tons upon
July, 1886, the United States and British
East Indies being our best customers. Tin
plates were exported in increased quanti-
ties, particularly to the United States. The
exports of galvanized sheets for July
amounted to 12,094 tons, as against 8,029
tons in the corresponding month of last
year, thus showing an increase for 1887 of
4,065 tons. There was a noticeable im-
provement last month in the shipment of
hoops and sheets, while there was also an
increase of 8,585 tons in the F hipments of
old iron. "As a whole, the Board of Trade
returns for July are very favorable, and
with regard to the iron trade, are the most
satisfactory that have been issued for some
time, and indicate a general improvement
in our export trade."

In Scotland there is more activity in
varions departments of the steel industry,
and reports from most of the ironworks in
this district are satisfactory up to the 12th

August. The Glasgow market for G.M.B.
Scotch pig iron was firm during the last
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