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T JIEdi ur~ at the in jiý Lùtof the.
lefatults of vertain p)rairýie mni iipilt ies in the. payment of

the iiiterveiL oIn their bonds, whilst emiphasi7lng the. efor-tsof stieh defaults on provincial aitii Dominion c.redit, baès flot
fully dvlpdthe caujses which have brought these miiiii
cipalitie,. into sncb finaniclal difficulties, ner have remaies
bieen suggested to prevent their rcrneBrolcers and~their bankera have, in the. past, been toc ready to purchase
large, amountq of tii. bondai of the western towns and villages
on al mere official statemient cf, amiong other matters, assess-
mient \-alues, wlthout inrt enquiring what the. area la iniacreage wlthin tbe towvn or village limita; vovered by the.
assesament roUas, what are the rnhbr of buildings erected
and the, population of al permanent nature, andi wiiat the. Im-
medlately surroundlng sources of business.

Grants Covmr.d Wide Are&
Twe leadlng causes (-au b. cited that, ln the. case of very

many towns, stand at the root ofthbeir tiriancint troubles:The. nut of concentration of the. settlers arouad the. townsand villages, and the. practice of se many of tem in their
ambition to b. future important eltie4, ami to nt once in-
crease their assesment noUls, te take witin themr limits ad-
joilng quarter sections whici have neo chance for one or
tua genmratiena cf belnw but upon.

Tt will bc recalledl that the, deuir. of the. Dominion gev-
erriment ta attnact population ta the. western prairies, orig-
lnally led te the settllr, eullg but only la alteruante
sectionsq, free grwnts u! land. eachin éLarea hait a aile by
half a mile, eqlualllng one hundredl andi sixty acres, aiii te
their being allowed te locate whurever landi waa avalalahe,
éve if 15, te 5<0 miles away fremn a railway, as4 constantly
haup.ei. There uns net poliry of ronventrationi, under
whIihwiien a toIviwitsa fotindeti on a uew-% main lin, or
baranchii lWLay, it uns% onus thare wasX ilmltlt-Y Mur-
rounidiipg it a farmlnitg population a( censiderable ise te feend
it. As £ fact, etireerw. haive been fri hit a
mile te oriV mileý auJned l m rfrIln qacii othen, wbulmt,
wli liniteil lelp, few or them coulti satiiifactorlly cultivate
ovein oie-thilrd of tihe ti0-acre grant. Thus, wlth settlers
relatlvely feu in nwiiber, arounti 1h, andi so miuch ot the. landi
uncultivateti, thi. buminess of the nerw town was nieoe.saerily
ufreurmcnubet, mcli ill romin se utili, in thIi lps. of yeaxs,
land becomés subdivided iInto smialIvr farns ant population
largely ilacreasies in the. rural ares

Vacant Landi Takiea In
But there hac @fttn beviu a 4eionis cause within the.

4powj itseir, Very many of thi. scores of new teuns laid out
by the tiireq transcontinental railways appeared to have
Visions of, in a short time, becomlng important citiex, pou.
SiblY al@ter lnaiii, or Calgary, or Edoton, and appro-
priat@enarittionn wa- ... ~A (t.i~1 -.--
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