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* After the Close of the concert the, officers :.held their annual supper,
the ~ ~ ~ ~~m dsrc.talcon m bers of Parliamentand several ex. officers

with a few friends being .guests. Unfortunately 'the D.ý.. kith, bis
staff, had to leae by train at 1 î.40 p.m., and go disappoi nifed the officers'
mess to sorn*éextent. However a very pleasant evening-w àsspent, and
.at a reasonablejour. the.offic'ers parted fully satisfied with the day's pr.o*
c.eedings.

B Company et1 Royal. Scots.
The* fifth annual dinner of B:Companyý "Royal Scots 6f Caniada"

was hèlId in the Vendome Restaurant, -Notre, Dame -Street," on 1 riday
nigbt, the i6th. About 5o, n.c. officers, and Éien sat.down'to an excel-
lent repast. The guests present were Lieut.-Col. .Cvri . Major
Lyman, Capt. . Hood. (A Co.), Paymaster -Foulis, -Quarteimàstet fIoster,
Capt. and Adjt. Lydon, Quartermaster-Sergt;' Deacon and--'Colo r-Sert«.
McGilÈon (D).Co). After the usual loyal toasts had been drûià',the
evening was most pleasantly spent in songs and jecitations. A song by
Quartermaster Foster ârid a récitation «by tabt.' Hood *were mu ch appre-
c.iated. A pleasing.feature of the evening was the presentation of -hand-
sonie w~aiking sticks with suitable. inscriptions- to Colour-Sergt. D. Kn
nedy and Sergt.* White. . Liéut.-Col Caverbill, in ia, neat speech- ohi
behaîf of the company, made the presentation. ThiWrecog niition -of th'é
màny sa ïïcrifices made for .the welfare of B Company by these two n.c.'
oficers, particularly ýthe Colour-Sergt., is a proof that their labours are
appreciated by their conîrades. The company owe a -great deal to their
present officers, Major Blaiklock and Lieut. Cantlie, who are leve.r ready
to advance the .interests of their men. A few remarks Were made by t *he
adjt té .the n' c. officers and men, calling attention to the disturbing elè-'
nients that were likely to cause trouble to our national existence, aiid'
reminded then that it was the duty of'ahl loyal Britons to speak out
with no uncertain sound their détermination, to. defend our connection
with the mothier land even to the extent of -fighting foreign invaders or
exterminating annexationis *ts in our midst, and -urged -the rifik anid file
to fit themselves for the struggle, so that when thé time cornes, if it
does, the Royal* Scots will be found ini the front, rank of the fighting
line. A vote of thanks was tendered the chairman (Sergt. WVhitý:), *Who
ably filled that respo nsible position. Ait joined hands and sang l'Auld
Lang Syne," and closed a very pleasant eveiilng .with "God Save the
Queen."

Ottawa.
çp iueacn the Field -Battery bias beeri aWarded

to ýu-j, oioue,«McKeand, lately oth WinpgFedBatfer'y
bu:* -niwresiding iOta, hr.leis -establishing himself in the

Who'Iesale grocery business. Mr. McKeand wears the -medals and* star
for servicé in. the, Soudan wi th the Canadian voyageurs, of whorn he w~as
a forernan. '.. He is a brother of the late Lièut.-Col. McKeand, who for
sorne tini .commanded the 9oth Winnipeg Rifles.

On Thursday last NO. 2 Company of thé'Guards bad their annuai
outing, taking a tramp, to Aylmer, where Capt. Toiler, ini the name of the
Company, presented to Col.-Sergt. Geo. A. Mailleue, a handsome Field
Martini rifle, in token of appréciation of hîs unselfisb efforts to promote
the welfare of the company.

There are no less than four company club rooms being co nducted
here this season. In New Ed *inburgh ward- No. 5 company of the
Guards and No. 6 of the Rifles each bave a room. Uptow.n -No. i of
the Rifles have secured thé hall, over Major Woodburn's printing office,
formerly occupied by the Orangemen; and No. 6 of the Guards have
opened up in the premises just vacated by the Y.M.C.A.: A nminiature
shooting gallery is one of the attractions in the last namied.

A change bias just.taken place in the leadership of *the 43rd Rifles,
band, Mr. John Greenfield, who has been bandmaster since its organiza-
tion, having retîred by reason of ill-health. He is succeeded by Mr.
James Carter, a musician well known throughout Canada, hie having
been for.a good wbile bandmaster of the G.G.F.G. Mr. C4rter iý',an
honouraryý member of the î3 th battalion band, H-amilton.

Correspondence.

!This paper dme not necuessny share the views expressed in correspondence pub lihed in its
columans, the use of which ks Irecly granted to writers on topics of intcrest to the militia.]

R. M. C. GRADUATES AND PERMANENT POSTS.

-EDITOR MILITIA GAZEi-rE,-Having a son who bas just reached
that age when'hé niust choose a profession or occupation for life, and
hie baving strong military tastes, I obtained a copy of the Général Regu-
lations of the Royal Military College, Nvith a view to meeting bis désirer,
if possible and enteri ng bimi as a cadet. On reading paragraph 1 1
found : "The Collegé, as defined by Act of l>arliament, is established
for the purpose ot imparting a completé education in ail branches of

's8 '

military -tacties and..fortification,,engineering, and general.scientific know-
madge. in suýbjeçts cotine.çte4. with.and necessayloa thorougb know*ledge
of the militaiy. 1rf~i~ a_ or îuifying officers, for cbnmn ' -nrd
for staff appointm.ent.". -,A4rission ,is' obtained- by. open -compýètition,
and the. period of service i5 fourî years.. On -looking- through the, curricu-
lum i found the course, although, difficult, very- thclrouagh and 'compléte
in ail branches, and the rules and. regulations governing the college ail
that could be desired. Then 1 sgtfr the rewards obtainable, after
f.our-*years?-otn.ssevi, b bythe'ucéiPràat Q 'âd féund that
hle is rewarded with a, ýdipIouia, ofgedtcfaiiÉ"-wbich èntipSà, ý(e b older
to, the sanie -militia jniviléges asa ý"lit 1assgiadé'A . on g..coqrýe cer.tifi-
cate,» which last; is necessary -to- be: held by ail officers .hcddjng tf
employment or who are confirmed in appoiI4qiep»tsto ërangnt crs

(par. :126.) thatýfo.lr corn3iissionà:i tfi' m'y'n are given annually, those
not obtainig'totfifissions- in' th rmy. -being appoiùté*d li1,e ùttti

to a.,high.çr rank *Wilx iliade aftera peri*odt of'servit e1 i» éhn1<a*>k
par.ý j36 rea d.. asfollows: <So soon as: there aàre a ffciét«4um tf
eligible .graiuates, appointments to ma b le
solely from. this list, and after sufficient lengtli of service atid Yaý1lÈ1's
been.obtainied ,by graduates permanent mnilitia offices wNillb be filled therel,
from." .Ail appeare.d most satisfactory, and I made up nîy mind to enter
my, son at the next examination *for -admission to the college. Not
hiaving the necessary "funds» to enable rny son to 'enter the army, I
thought lie would stand a gcod chaince of military employment in
Canada, either on. the staff. or. in one. .of .the; peýrmanent corps. As I
knew the college lias been in existence some twelve years I looked in
the Militia List to obtain the number who- have been appointed to the
staff and permanent corps.

Thère are, I believe, some 12 7 graduates. There bas been appointed
to the permanent corps, since graduates first left the college, 4 captains,
27 lieutenants and 4 quartermasters, and a large numnber to the staff.
Continuing rny researches I was amazed to find that out of this large
number *not. one of the captains is i graduate or holds. the long, course
certificatesaid, to be required by par. i 260f .these -Regulations, and only
six .of the lieutenants are graduates (one only .being in the Infantry
School Corps) -ç,oeo the quartermasters, not one of the stafi. On
makiing enquiries of an ex-cadet as to the cause of this: utter disregard of
the Militia, Régulations, he, replied in the one wod'Poiis»teurse.
of the'n fil'itia. Bu i la ske ,d, how can these appointamvs 1 *be nicidé* wfied',
the regulations are so strict, and pointed out Iiow, a month or two ago--
five lieutenants had been confirnied in their appointments -to the per-
mnanent corps Who *do not. liold " ist class long course grade A certîfi-
cates » wliich par. 126 say requ ire to be held bcfore a permanent corps
officer is confirmed in bis appointment; and I fuiher cnquired why none
had been appointed to the staff as brigade major, &CI, as I had frequently
noticed that such appointments were made, and was told that, although
none of these appointées wcre qualified, the graduates' *forrni ng the " un-
atfmach 'ed list " are refused promotion .provided for . in par. 1.35. so that
they will flot reach sufficient rank to qualify for such appointments,
although sonie have been lieutenants on this list for going on nine years.
On learning these facts I was flot surprised at What «I had often heard,
remarked, that the gracluates of th "e college do plot identify. themselves
with the militia, and I concluded to have my son enter the légal pro-
fession, where hie might, afer.being called to the bar, look forward as a
reward'to the bench, 6r to enter him. in medicine, where none are allowed
to practise without being qualified, as it appears it is cinly in the profes-
sion of aims in Canada that qualifications are not onlv ignored but the
qualified are '<snubbed" -as well. 1 *arn sômàeýhat surpriseda the.
Militia I)epartment sending out regulations« ofsfich.a. iiîislèýadinfi' char-

acte. .PATERFAM1ILIAS.,

Nov. 14, 1888.

-THE ;PERM>A-lENT CORPS CHANMPIONFP..
E)iTOR MIL1Tl1î GAzETTE,-If nothing..good can 'be idIri,"

the letter signed "Foresight". in. your issue of *Nov. ist is eer .taihly
remarkable for4the hazy. ~Iilitary ideas of the ivriter; whoô triust either bé;-*
a soldier of rece .nt création or as.yctin bis-infancy. %VhiIe I agréé with
bun tbat the *permanent officets sliould, if pô6ssible,- -be the b *est in the'
world, upon.what grounds bias hie the presuimption to state that: this i'ý
not allso the wish of the Government?.

WVby does "Fcrcsight» imagine. that the permanent corps officers
are not competent to fill their positions? He lias eitber neyer attended,
the schools, and is therefore incapable of -judging of the efficiency of the
instructors, or, if hie bias, h 'e evidently btlongs to that class*of ex-"'at-
tachcd" who, having "scrap)ed" through these schools and emerged
with perhaps indifferent certificates, consider themselves the brilliant
luminaries frurn whorn ail should derive their information, at the sanie
time attempting to depreciate the abilities of those to whom they owe


