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PARASITES ON TELEA POLYPHEMUS

In oue of the popular papers on Entunology
by my esteemed friend Mr. W. Saunders of
London, Outario,* he knys:—* This inscet
(7. palyphemus) is subject to the attack of
muny foes, purticularly while in the larval
state. A large number fall a prey to in=ceti-
vorous Dlirds, and they also have inseat
cnemics. A large ichinewmon tly Ophion -
rurum, is & special amd dangerons fin,  This
active erenture may often he seen in siunner
on the wing, scarching among the leaves of
shrubg and trees for her prev. When fonnd,
she watches her opportunity, and  places
quickly upon the skin ol her vietim, a small
oval white e, sceurely fastened by 1 small
quantity of glatinous substance attached 1o i1, )
This is vepeated unlil cight or lea eqys ave
placed, which in o few days feddehy, whea the
ling aeorms picece throwgh the skin of* the
ealerpillar awl beyin o feed on the fully
portions within.  The polyphemus eaterpillar
continnes to feed and grow, aml nsually lives
long enough to make its cocoon, when cou-
sumed by the parasites, it dies; in The menn-
ltime the ichneamons, having completed their
yrowth, chanye o chrysalides within the co-
coonty and the following swmmery in place of
the handsome moth, there issnes o vrop of
ichnewmon  flivs.” The ifulies arve wmine,
The insect nbove described amd illustrated
(fig. 11, Rep, 1882) by Mr. Saumlers, is not
correet.  The matter refers to a much smaller
one belonging to another genus (Cryplux nun-
rius, Suy.) the most common nml destructive
parasite on 1. polyphemus, Ophiow marrarim
deposits bt one ege on & caterpillar, and as
soon us the parusite devours it, the Ophiun
8pins a large oblang dark cocoon within that
formerd by the enterpillar of polyphemus.  Co
coons of this moth which | have collected last
season, contuined abont thirty specimens of
Cryptus nuncins of both sexes, and | alse
found nn undetermined species of [emefelus
inclose in the same cocoon ; the Intter may
be a parasite on Cryplus.  The specios of
Ophion accurring in Canada, are yet 1o be
studied —C,

* Report of

MONTREAL, AUGUST, 188;.

the Entomologicnl Society of Ontario for

the year 1882, page 17.
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AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGISTS UNION.

We have received the following cirenlar,
signed by J, Al Allen, Bditor of the Nwltall
Bulletin g Blhott Couces, Assoc-Bditor of the
Nultall Bulletin: and William  Brewster,
P'resislent of the Nattall Clab, calling ““a
Convention of Jmeviean Orvithologisis, to be
helil in New York City, heginning on Septem-
ber 26th, 1885, tor the purpose of fonnding an
Avgnieas  Onsrruonaasrs’  Uxios, upon a
lasi= similar to that of the * British Oenith-
ulnﬁ =" Union.’

* The ohject of the Ustox will be the
promation of social and scientitic interconrse
Letween American Ornithologists, and  their
eosoperation in whatever may tend 1o the
alvancement of Ornithology in North Ameri-
el A special object, which it is expeeted
will at onee engage the attention of  the
Union, will be the revision of the current
list ot North Ameriean Binls, to the end of
adopting o nniform  system of classification
and nomenclature, hased on the views of a
mujority  of the Union, and earrying  the
authority of the linion.  Other important
matters will be donbtless presented for con-
siderntion at the lirst meeting,

It is propused to hold teetings at least
once wnunally, at such times and places as
may he hereafier determined, for the rending
of pupers, the diseussion of sneh matiers ns
muy he brought before the Union, and the
transaction of the usual bnsiness of a scientifie
s‘»ci(-t?'.

“ Those who attend the fivst meeting will
be considerel ipsn  fuels Founders of the
Anknieay  Urvitnolocists’ Uxiox,  Active
and Corresponding Members may be elected
in due course after organization of the Union,
under such rales as may be established for
increase of membership, Details of organi-
zation will be considered at the tirst, meeting.”

Canadian  Ornithologista who  propuse to
attend the fivst meeting, plense g0 signify lo
any one of the ubove gentlemen.

~

It gives us pleasure to record the fuct that
our ornithological neighbionrs of Cumbridge
and Washingtun have decided to form a Union
similar tu that which exists in Great Britain.
Many imporlant matiers counccted with



