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()tier ophthialnîoiogists tell the sanie story about these "strictlv
preserved "localities. One observer, w\ho lias reported several
cases of miethyl alcohiol amaurosis, says regarding thiemi " Almiost
the li-st question 1 ask an amblyopie patient from a reservation
is, WhVlat hiave youi beeni drinking? The answer almiost invariably
is, Columibian spirits, Jamnaica ginger, or somiething of that soirt.
It is no trouble to find the deleteriaus effects of methyl alcohiol
arnung these peopie. As for Indians, thev xviii drink anythino
tlîeNr tliini lia'; aicohiol in it, eveli red ink."e

Nor is the consumnption of iiiethlîyated comipounds as a sub.-
stitute foir ethylic alcohiol confined to Inclian reservations. Wh,-lere-
ex-ci inen in any xvaik of life ai-e deprixred of a chance of indulg-
ing in thc usuial forims of ethylated beverages, they ai-e very lilccly
t() dinik sun;e temipting formi of iiethylateci mixture. Assistant
Su-eon N. xviites ie: " The temptation of the men of this post
is paî-ticulai-iv gi-cat, as xre -are over ten miles f rolim the neaî-est
sýalooni. At the tinie the deaths occui-red the mcii ii'avin- Coni-
-unicd ail tlieir g-rain alcohiol, aito avsnetng to 'sobeî

lii on,1 so tlîcy got hold of Colunîbian spir-its and dranic it, hardly
kniowing or caring xvhat they xvcî-e taking-" Perhaps if the United
States Ar-my ia-d been suppiied wxith a pi-operly î-eguiateci caiteen,
xx-lere liglît xvines and(l good beer xvere soid, these soidicî-s xvould
liax'e "sobei-ed up " on iîon-poisonous driinks and îîot on \vood
alcohol!

Thc list of previotusly uni-ecorded cases of biindness, so far-
as Dr. W,,ood lias been able to coiiect thcm, includes 89
xvcl-authen tic,- ted cases fron i e drinking of rmetliylated liquicis.
Abs.orption of thc f urnes is î-espoîîsibie foi- teii inîstanîces of ambly-
opia, xxhiie the deattîs (xvithout history of prexrious blindclns.3)
nunîber '82. Aitogethier, then, xve have 15- inistanccs of blindniess
and at ieast 1:22 cases of death fromi methyl alcohol poisoniiîg
(lii ing tlîe past f ex yrears-27- iin ail.

Our i-casons foi- beiieving tiîat these figures by nîo îiieans coni-
ilete tL crioll of seî-ious intoxicationî f rom this poison xve iiaxre
alrcady poiîîted out. I-oxx îîaîîy cases of death an-d bliindiîess (or
bc'tli coiîbinied) have resultcd from niethylateci preparatioîis since
tlii,- conil)alatively receîit inîtroductionî of Columbian- spiriEs is a
iiiatter of conjecture; p-obably 400 instances.

Since this article xvent to press, the nexvspapers report the
deaths of txveiîtv-fixe 1)Cisoniii a certainidsrç in Newv York
city froni drinkiiig xvhiskey xvhich contained wood alcohiol and
xviich w\-as purchased -in a saloon. -he îîexvspaper accoulit con-
tinues: " The police to-night arrested Rudoipli Fritsche,, the pro-
prietor, and ciosed the place. A cheiîiical analysis of the stonachi


