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T E E P EA R L . 2: Capital punishment is. incompatible with the attainment of 13. It encourages murder,; since every thiug which lowers th'
___one great end of punishment, the reformation of.the offender. value of human life in the eves of a people must have that effecz

HALIFAX, FRIDAY F.VENING. MARCH 1, 1839. 3. As regards another great end of penal law-example, it does and t ta-e away lifé, whether by lau,, oi agabet loir, has a di-

not possess the quality of inspiring terror to ail. This may be in- rect tendency te make life iess sacred. Il It net absurd,' asks

ferred, from the large number of suicides--from the facility with Beccariâ, II that the iaws, whjch detest and puîigif homicide,
FIFTE N REAsONS AGAINsT IyEATH PUNISHMENTS.- which large armines are raised-froin the ease witi which workmen sheuld, is ardec ta prevens murder, publicly cemnrt murder

We are indebted to the kindness of a friend for the perusal of an ,are procured in dangerous or unhealthy occupations, and from the themsalves ?1

admirable work " On. the Punishment of Death, by Thomas reckless love of mortal danger so oftaen to be observed, when no 14. The examle ig înmary, and evary repeuitien of )f sup-

Vrightson." The first portion of the work is occupied with Tables, possible advantage can be derived fron it. Surely we ought at poses a fresh crime committedý

showing the tendency ofthe puniishment of deathr te produce impu- least to liesitate, before we give the praise of superior efficacy to 15. It is irrenissble se tlai.wlrre an innocent mac has suf-

nity, fronm the reluctance of petty jaries to find guilty. One proof the punishnent of death, in a country where the suicides exceed fercd it, tir errer is altogetser irreparale. Innecent mec have

of this tendency we will give in the vords of the author---" Exe- the executions, where the number of persons who voluntarily lfallen the vietinîs af the exacutioner in four different wayS. Same
retions for.murder, arson, and rape, are much more frequent than court death far surpasses that of.those on whoin it is iniflicted by have bacc convicted ai wal circumstantial evience ; sane frei.

rrabbery, burglary, or husa-breaking ; and the number of ac- tisa la a i ihuaka i fte f wteesofp, epith regard ta their idecntitv

quittaIs is aIse very cosiderably larger. 0f these, murdr is tiet /Nte.-The higher classes in this country (ta whicir members ai' saine an the fasa testitoonty aewy twr se wi o reall c mnitted tse

for wiîicl tire are moat executiois, and meut acquilfals --- and ýParliameat beiong) are led by tira circuastauces cf thisa position cie; athers, agaic, an perjurad asidac, for utse sake ai' whaz-

thisrec tendencyndin toe makeu l life, less saced " Is itân not abur, ask

tiss, ouiuhtanin tie lrdapuebl fcttha i laa csue lcsin aaeiety ta averraîe tire ciiieacy ai' the punisîsmant ai' death. is cairsonly called bload-maney, tisa rewards offered an convie-

dificult ai' proai', tian arson or rape. Aînong tieru an ;gnorinious deatn is rcgardad as tIsa vrst ai' ilîs J lti. Il 'VseB tise inncent beceB the tictiasr of the dawe saas

Charges ai' murder, arsars, arnd rape, ara gerreraily supportd sud tlrey commcit tira coiirsrar errai af'judging ai' the feelings of Sir Samuel Raomilly, " tire law i., nat meraely icaiiciant ; it net,

y inrdirect, or, as it is cormnly called, circmstantial e' idcncc. otîrers by their awn. But they auglt ta refleet, that death is less msrely fs i o' tccomplisiig its mteded abject ; it mijur e tis

Now circuinstantiai evidance afiards a great apeniirg for eliffeèrenca t erbe tistose whose pavarty debars theni 41oni sa. macy aurjoy- very persans il was maît ta protect, il creates the verv evii it ivas

ofopinionanddouht; andI tes dobts are- al tisants a' life, and that the dread a' ign ny lias lite power aer te cura, a d desr s t e is eurity it evas made te presrve.

ai' oplîsiases asrfdere grimeracommitteg.

ratad accrding te tha constitutiaon ai' the iids te wsic thy !aleng cedrse if crime eirs bruogted, ifinrt extinrgeishpd tisa sabse In

irasent tîreinselves. It weirld ha absurd ta suîppose that jurncs 1sîsaîrr. Tis may accoit for the extraordinary tenaciiy witir A HETND-ietasctoso h atfntek
parjur teinsves willly l trese cases, in rder te ses tie wicr ta legishture vae clung ta sagiary penaltiea.l te tiri ieeta e

guilty ; but tha y in whicl capital pniuishnrt leada ta iirpu- 4, It is.prejudicial ta tira ends ai' justice by remavihg a source days in refrence te Maine, New Brunswick, d Nova Scotra,

for~~~~~~~ robrhrlrohos-raig n h ubro c h a.av m ited n ti part mt of winsethegr to tu hareir. de t

itt is tais. Circnstantial avidence, hower sureng, is anly iote. The ti rsesiny i a cunai wo iasch embe o same oncte fals te ti s ai tise who palny committed. t

crrcu hstaiial ; it leaves an apcnutig for doubt tqe terrible nature Piarglrt hae bean valuable fbr the conrictin a tie g ty, or vti is wel known that w are nt ai tire nuiber a' ristias wo beý
hi te puniasment induces juries ta errata ta possibilis y a ri te in isfintely more important, for tre exculpation a fd acquitta a' lisce that n certain cases i ts rigis ta haeaourfenem, ta neis-

pris ter's ino re ce and fro in a dread ' fiA mdirg a w raan ad jr- tha d h r d d e st l ;l o. " W he the inncen t buxee o me e vis o f the a, s y

SCariediable verdict agairse inrpe, ae i irenally 5. It encourages crie ins tir cofpains of the criminel fe- sntion aue R l th e ly repudiat tiret ide tiet te gospisbdiumstt i 'deterby ther o .tBt tey h rIe thae l s ere shr d of war-sstend. They are antises t
N cngand ud aales, in tre seds aeat enirg fo , 73 out ai m teriboto thoe w p y r o o a e it was men to p e itcetstevr eiai ina

evero 100 tried for urder here acquitted. Doaes any uai sup- prejudicea. ciples. Var ds the ery antipodessecrcit istiaytity ; andm ton car

posa tat ora tia a vcor sinstil part of thi number were inca- 6l o ncoueragesne ha ted or t eo axl crim s-that perjury ni e tism no bettar than von cauld mix ail with water, biend liglit

present thmeve.I wudbeasr t upoetatjre shme Thimay account fors th etr orinary The nity n wit

perj? Them slisvrate s w i llro c niscsittes tueur tboughr thein which bh jegiltreaet darknes, or con in-T heaven usai' w bth pel. War, ive

guilty tise grand jury wi faund e truc bie, agai stirern, ihouglt of desti increases, ta a frigytful extent, tho secbriy with eich cnsider, i a cluster otfias. 1trep ls o r iolates ti e very .irst

the guimv ; bet the petîy jury acquited the. Ant y o f the is crime may ha ci mitptad for wh lan tie breati lac uta ofte principle ai moraliny and relign. Seur every, to ls

prisoner's ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ moa innocence ; ansrmadedo idn rn ndi-teincn.(ypbsclfre andt mderos weapons) n your em and tose

cr da, trogh diainclinsttion ta tae aay ie, suhic te guody his victins tcie parjurer bas lîttle aft te fear.ki eemy. e ily r a that me gospc

iEnaediae g l sf God th an, thy nasre nt saisfid 7tl ofti-e 7. The spectacle it afdarda, hardmns and brutaliz s t heibd wirat gilty passis it every wrere kindles nto a iame, phat

feclory evidece" Is tfo s mra er, a i. Wrigitsn demnstrate While it offpendl as Wdigusta the gaad. WVataverhb the dameaneur eeda oi' marrer it perpetrates as neessary frtie accmplisincnt

proie ohiirl tables, tirt tier barbarus o pnisiment a' death lead 6.with wrienc te orifal tcets iris end, tise efc t must he iju- fits purpses ; trace its origin, its progres , the atele ai itg

t irte exculpat o ai the guld. Tise scanj portion ai' the oasau, oous. if cea dispey a Cuistian peitence, the pity i th spca- legitdrnate, isevitable consequenceas bth for vima and fer eternuty 

them~~ guilt ; buate etyourfaquttdehe. ndwhvBe- hitcim aybecomite ;fo wenthobeahts utofth pinilsaf noaliyangrliio.acrtiizeeertoe offt

rontains a comparative view of capital punisiment and peniten tor is roused, and pity for tis criminal la ahir ta lsatred ai he air eusya'he advocates fwar paint astio a single aspect i

iary impr.isonnent, and the advantages of tise latter eni"litered laws. If he show insensibility, it renoves instead of exciting ter- this custom that ls cangenial wit a religion of perfect purity,

sysen are strongly contrasted with the disadvantages of the for- ror. If he conduct iimself with fortitude, the man who, but a peace, and love ? In the language of the late venerable missionary,

mer savage plan. It is from ibis '.comparativ v'iew," that we few moments befesre, was detested for his crimes, is nov admired Vard, 'we are hold to say " Either our, religion is a fable, or 'if it

extract the following reason against judicial bloodslhed, and extolled for his heroismr. be truc, tiere are unansuerable arguments against war, and the

1. ht la dargerous la liberty, inùa ucr as it pis a waapors rate 1 Note.-The evils of public executions are acknowledged by profession of arms, Christiauity says, Love your enemuies,-the

ir idangetros ai' lirtyintasmuch asa ptse aidte w eanmt some ofthe advocates of the puishmentof death. The Archbishop. maxims of war are, Hll them off. Christ says, Resist not evil,
the bands of tyrants, of which they have never ualed to ai' Dublin (Dr. Whateley), and Dr. Mandeville, a celebrated the statesman says, Fight and leave the reasons ta me ; or he en-
abutindant use in the oppression of tae r people. By the abolitionwriter ai' teis lsat ctur suest tat un order te v a te themra, deavours ta justify war by saying, ' It is te revenge an insult-t
ofit, despots would bedeexecutions should take place privately. The remedy, it must be obtain se many acres of dirt-to fulfil our engagements to an ally
selves of sari sulu acta as wr rolxioizs te tiser ; aud tises ani- eauun iondtk lc rvtl.Ts aay tuuuh

rerve ofsuch subje s ha a er t. t ore he m ; s oi.a ndthtu ss an -- confessed, w ould b e attended w ith danger, and am ong a people o - t prevent the secret designs of our e niem y ;- or any thing else
er bulwark would be added ts the defences oaonstitutioalis, s nt lkely t resrted to t comes into the head of a statesman, who, perhaps, laughs at

mThe only practicable way in which these evils can be met, is by the precepts of Christianity." We know that in adopting these
No1e.-It was proposed in the French Constituents Assenbly, the abolition of the punislment of death. views we attack the practical sentiment of all Christendom ; we

in May, 179], to abolis the punislment of' death. The motion S. It creates an infamous ofice-that of the hangman. feiel the apparent tenerity of our position, but shall we bed the
was rejected, and the greater part of those who voted against it, .Noe.-Pohtically speaking, is it good ta accustom the people 'ord ofGod ta make it accord with the practices of erring mortals ?

thermselves perished on the scaffld. Ilad the Constituent As- ta the spectacle of blood ; and te have a hundred executioners And here may we be allowed te recall a few passages of th

semtsbly decided otherwise, it is very probable, that the judicial whose regular trade is to kill men ?-Dupin, Legislation Criminelle, New Testament. Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thysdf
.nîrrders, which disgraced the French revolution, wTuld never 228. [Professor Upham speks to the sea purpose-' Even Jerer do evil that good may come. Arenge not yourselves. Lors

have been committed. Turning ta our own country, let us ask :tie executioner, who sheds blood la compliance with the law, s your enemies, bless them that-curs. you,, and do good tu them

would the innocent Anne Boleyn, the amiable Sir Thomas More, looked upon with abhorrence. Ilis office is a iateful one, as it that hate you. Lay aside all malice. See that none render
or the learnied and enterprising Raleigh have been delivered orer always has been, "l detestabile carnificis rinisterium ;'' men evil for ertil. Resist not evil; but overcome evil with god.-
to the executioner, if the capital punisment of felons had not fa- ' scorn ta give him the rigit hand of fellowship ; they flee from him We have no space for a critical examination of these passages ;
miliarized the meinds of men ta acts of judicial homicide ? If the as they would from a pestilence." Sa Mr. George Combe-' Thei but is it possible for any degree of exegetical ingenuity or perverse-

e
puuisiment ai death had been previously banished tram our laws,
would it tare been restored that the sacrifice of the unfortunate

Mary Queen of Scots might appease the jealous spirit of ier
rival ? Can any one suppose that Lord Strafford would have

hbeen executed for constructive treason, if' treason aisef had not

been capitaily punishable, in the reigs of Charles T. ; or that a

ofiiee of public executioner is odious, execrable, and universally
contemned. If-it were necessary by the Creator's institutions, it
would present the extraordinary anomaly of a necessavry duty
being exeerated by the moral sentiments. This would be a direct

inconsistency betwern the dictates of the superior faculties and the
arrangement of the external world. But the animal executioner

lar.ufful monarch would have bece condemned to death by his own is not acknowledged as necessary by the human faculties.")

subjects, had the lawrs pronounced tin life- of the sneest criminail 9. It alienates the best feelings of human nature.

too sacred to be toucheid ? It s not, I think, too muci to assert, 10. It forms a standard of severity, which generates national
that hf the sca'fold iad been previously abolished, it would not cruelty and vindictiveness ; for a people derive their enaracter in
have been rc-erected for Strafford or fer Charles. The history ofno smnall degree from the laws under which they lise. Gentle
every age and country furnishcs examples ofi te dreadfunl estent laws produce gemle manners, and vindictive laws make vindictive
to whiclh the abuse of this puniirshment bas-been carried under the subjects. If tien mildness be desirable in the character of a peo-
sune of justice. In times of tyranny or civil discord, a punish- pie, it should be the aim of legislators te impress upon them such

rient wlich is in use may be resorted ta, for political purposes, or a disposition through the medium of their laws. But it is more
for thbe gratifiration of party malice. But to revive an old punish- especialIy in offenders themselves that the punishment of death
'cent whije had once been fornerly repealed, wuih which the produces a savage barbarity of disposition. It arises from this

eople iad ceasd ta be faimiliar, would be a matter,af much rcause-the dreadful fite with which they are threatened, hardens

greater didiculty it would excite too much Observation ; it would them to the sufferings Of others. Vhen it is considered that sa-

,waken too much suspicion ; iL would bear the stamp of despo- ciety becomes the victim of the inhumanity of criminals, this

tism to plainiy upoo the face Of it. If we Iooký ta history,, we must be acknowledged ta form a strong reason in favour of the
shall find, tiat even tIse msost cruel tyrants are forced ta resppet mitigation of the ,aw.

ine deep-rooted habits and prepossessions which prevail among 11. Vanity or fanaticism easily enable men to meet it with in-

thle mass of ibeir subjects. On the inexpediency of the punish- trepidity and firmness. Strong minrds triumph over it.
ment af death for treason ; see Cuizot de la peine de mort en l' It-muakes neither restitution nor, satisfaction te the party
imatiere politique, Paris 1827 injured

ness ta torture therm into the least approval of war ? We ask
Our fellow christians who believe that war under the gospel is

lsometimes righrt, whether it does not contravene every one of
these precepts ? Does not war proceed on the very principle of
hating our enemies, of taking vengeance into our own bands, of
overcouing evil with evil, and of cherishing, instead of laying
aside anger, and wrath, and malice, and the whole circle of ma-
lignant passions ? And, notwithstanding Christ never lifted a finger
of violence ta preserve even his own invaluable life-notwithstand-

ing ie frowned upon the disciples for proposing ta cali fire from
heaven and destroy his enemies, rebuked the generous ardour of
Peterin drawing the sword in his own defence,-and forewarned
the world, that all those who "take the sword, shall perish by tho

sword,"-and notwithstanding we hear of no Christian killing his
enemies under any pretext, till near that fatal era when the church
became paganized early in the fourth century ! Despite of ail this,
wrli a lover of the meekness and gentleness of Christ, tell us that
war is right ! What ! war right, and tise above precepts right
Yes, will be the response froim many a bosom te our inquiry, for
the above precepts it wili be said are intended ta regulate the con-

duet of private persons, and do not apply ta the official duties
of rulers ! We hope we shall not give offece, when we ask saucih
respondents, Who told them this ? Dr. Paley, or Jesus Christ-
man, or God ? -Yes, who informed them that kings and, statesmen
are double men-posses two sets of rules-are under two classes
of obligations ;-boundfy the laws of-God in the limited concerr a


