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THE PEARL: DEVOTED TO POLITE

LITERATURE,

SCIEXRCE, AND RELIGION,

v

For the Pearl.
LITERATURE.,

A worl, for some time expected in Canada, entitled, '1r|ﬂe~:
from My Portfolio, has recently appeared in Quebee. The aulnori
is n stafl Surgoon, it appears, and belonged to the GGth Regt. !
during ils cmmpaigns.  I'romn @ nolice made of the worlk in a {gue- i
bec paper we would suppose it to be interesting, thickly inter-:
sperced with incident, and description, and, in the wain, bighly!
respectably written. A long exstract is given, contuining an account
of an interview with Napoleon, at St Helena,
passage, which containg an estimate of Napolean’s eharacter.

Y

< Napoleon always appeared to me a heing of an unigue cha-
racter—isolated —unapproachabic—s»i gearris, or rather a genias,
in himsell.  Possessing a daring and coinprehensive mid, which |
could at the saun: fime conseive it 1aost magnilicent selmes and
designs, and embrace all the prospective sieps and minute details,
necessary (or lhl'lr.u(um]nhhln('ul he found hinself ol oner [llhh—-

cd on by fortune, into an clevated sttion and then raived bimsall
1o the bighest by consunnnate political tadent and mifitiry  skifl, i

dlr(,(.lm"llw chivalrons devotion of masses of cihusiastic soldiers. ;'

But, ax Tias been well suid, Lord though he was of Franee, end,
almost of Eurdpe 5 he was never !hmuwnﬂ" master of the little!

Watukea ln‘i.'\f ‘

Flow on while ﬂ‘umbcr yieids to us her baim ;
The howling wind—the spray that dashes round
Like a fond niother hil! 8 us into colm,
Whilst thro® thy bosom fairy-like we bonad—
Or lilic the set il on the oceun wide,
That scorns the wave which dashes by its side,”

s are noted for their great size, others fur their de-
their elegant truthfulness, and

Some matle
lizale minuteness,---soing for

worthy of notice, and it is ouly the dull and purely mediocre,
Hhe neither very bigh nor very law, that has no features of its):
vwn liat o nere appropridtion of other men’s
'un ginal drosy, that is too mawkish for atteniivn.
twe Live copied the lines above, as a lir specimen of the grave
carricature —--pmnluw that may be taken in earnest, as it appears
o by the iguorant, but that to the initinted, exhibits u rich strain of
hyperbole or irony.

The third and fourth lines of the first starzi may be cited as an
instunce j--who but a keen observer of what does not exist, and
To lisp is to speak
A com-

it wig 1o boot, would talk of tisping winds ?
with a too frequent application of the tonzue to the teeth.
nion pran won'd net know how the winds could have tongue or

world within § fur the fierce Nalian passions waounld boil up in hh]
bosom, and overhoil, without (-li'u.,lud constraint, AL leneth, rm:-l
dered giddy by the immans. elevition fie liud sttained and the c'nn-[
slunt “hnl of hiz p"nlmh prozperity, he yet soared higher—hnt

the ascent conld not alviays last, and he began to forter 1o lm
fall.  One fatal fulse st2p wis on the domesof the Eseuriul, and |
angther, still mare futad, on the tpwers of the ICrerlin, Long .md
lmwcl) , il luu.l.':muw\ , notwithstanding, did he eling to his lofiy

position 3 and wi hen be found hnn ell fulling, artep l ta regiin i
with astanishing power ¢ {resiiionea—but tha fiat had wane forth! 1
azaingt hin, and 1 owas all in ovain, At ke nuth he tambled * dosy v
hupclcsnly and for e er, without the gmallest sympathy Gow man- !
kind to sufien his Ll

I
i
/

This passage exhibits comprehension of view, and smenthiness -

The:

anover-

]
o)
]
!
[
"
of style, but is it not rather deficient in its vl torical figurcs ? K

(K}

comparison of the “Lord of Frunce and almiostof Furope,
boiling utensil, is degrading instead of exalting to its subject, and,
valgarises the passnge in whichit oeeurs.
we have the boiling canldron taking a very sublime flight. This,
flight is iltustrated by a harsh metaphor, ong which has such ap.
andd is so odd #nd ludicrons in its
images, that tho sublimily provokes and ¢ tninbles
down to cuicatare.  We huve the '« fiide. corporal® taking one
step, Lo the tep of the Pope's palace a1 Rome, and another, still
to the domes of the Czars at Moscow. Finding hus
it be, i dragoon hoots

pearance of literal expression,

a smile,

‘maro fatal,
footing insecure—~as how clse could
among the hin air and shippery marbles of tha Ik
tops—he holds on hike * grin doeath,” until the fiut having gone

ussian house

| pcu-m'ul fiom the nerth-east of o morning in January, and lht.

But immediately afier, !
i
ined.

tecth,---hut the writer of the address (o the HMississippi,--knew,

that the winds are suid to * fift up their voices,”” and low could

ithey do thiz,--how conld they,in common linguage, “give longue’”

Again, as 1o teeth, what}

W they had not that eseflal member. :
fmore fregnent than to hear of a biting wind when a blow is ex-

I

uthers for their grotesque dash of carricature,---each in its way is)j

wittes covered with |
With this view|j

}

cannot futhom the excellencics of one another here, and must on-
ly be silent and satisfied in our limited comprehension.

How palpable, though, is the next figure. A great man is some-
Hnimes szid to have come to this continent in three ships,—-bis
[importance Leing intimated by the impossible exaggeration of his
I)ll'd[hll' So the personification of Peace is said to repose on both
shores of the Mississippi at the onetime, smiling at the roar of
its mighty neighbour. It canno! be that Peace was gigantic
,cnouuh 1o reach across, making a fontstoo! of one shore .'md a
Ipilow of the other, for then the ** Lonisville’s” way would
;have been barred by something worse thao'n sand-banlk,--the
figure must be, as we before intimated,
rinpossible dilation.

oue of exaggeration hy

In the next stunz we are told that no aged furrow can assuage,
jthe river's strength. Tt is not very apparent how larrows could
.m should assuage vigour, neither how a furrow cou'd be suppo-
aLd aged when its very existence is described as impossible.

'Uerc also we must achnowledge our defective vision for such

* braginings.”’

Another surprize claims attention i the last line of this verss.
The wuters of the Mississippi have been described as grand,
mighty, musical, unchanging, unfurrowed, sublime, and yet,---we
Why ?  De-
spair at what, or for what 2 In vuin we ask the question, we are
bafiled, and give it up in despuir of a solution.

The majestic open of the lust stanza is very striking.
tourist, on his route, orders or pertuits, the Mississippi, to

are told that its wave b.(.aks in wiid despair.””.

The

barber™
IFa windd iy be said to bite, how could it hite without teeth,—

and i it Lis tongue and 1eeth, why not one of these too frequent-+
i
L

is making the waters send up vapours like a cauldron ?

i

touch the oilu:r,— ‘

Boreas™

5l

Yet:

writer of medioerity would be unaware of all this, and wouid trem-}

ha a lisper as well o “plustering ratler #70—

bl to use such an cpitaet s lsping i councetion with such a;

|

fine, powerful, but unsubstantial, agent as the Wind. The remain-
dev of the lines under consideration is as good as the pavt just no-
We

ey blow, ©

are told that, neiiher lieping winds, nor tempests when
can stuy the boat.  The anthor is not Lold enovgh ta
dure the tempests in all their moods, it is ouly, when they tlow,
that the boat defics them.  Some misht be puzzled to vnderstand
be when it did not blow,—Ubut the nuel's
tine fren:y ascertains matlers jncomprehensible to common intel-1)
leet.

sl

wint a tempiest coul

Aga'n, in the fourth line, your carefully correet, but creeping au-
thor, would decline sacrificing grammar to rhyme, and would
write luves, instead of lave ; and, mereover, would not sce how!!

forth, he tumbles down, and Gnding no angel hunds to bear him
up, is doshed to awoms.  Now had Nepoleon
deseribed as climbing some metaphysical height, suchas ** fume's
proud steep,” the metaphor would have Leen pasaable enough
fizuratively

Geen merely

but to name the clevations that he clamliered nmone,

and these, roofs of certain dwelling houses, n cartiin citles, i o

Bosichs the metephor, amd

L

most odd and unaathonied heense ,

brings farward the literal, wl, by the drolnoss ef the pieture, s

as we hefore intimated, turns the whole into earrienture. How
much more elicctive would a spirited statemient of the red fiets
of the case he,—or, if a more poetieal strain were essential, poetry
in accordance with il own laws., A
« Prifles™ is 1o econtain sketehes of Upper and Lower Cagads,
which, no doubt, will be amsusing aud instruetive. The noti
the first, are loud in its praises, and we Lave no doubt that it wil
be considered, generall y, u weleome addition to the copinvs sup-

second volmine of the

s of

plica of wilitary literature, which late years have farnis hed.

For the Pearl.
POETRY.

L alate paper of 8t John, N. B., the subjoined note and lines

appearcd under the head Poetry.

“'The fullawing lines were written by a Novascotian ea beard the
gleambo :t Loudsville, in Auvil last, o ber passare frum New
Orleans to o heawtiful Jutle viliage eadled Dealdsonville, sixls
mites alove the * Great Southern Emporiam,™ an the baiks of
tiwe Mississippl.

TO Tl MMIRSISEIPD.

inw on in thy majestic grandear—flow,

We'll stem l‘n current spite of every wave ;
Not lisping wiuds, nor tepests when they blow.
Can stay the best that thro? lh\ billows Tave

“Tis Man that ruies @ his pawer iz supreme.
And dares the veageante o thy mighty stream,

Flow on atid murmur iike the evening bind,
That weeps when dewdiaps on the lilies rest;
Pis musie, sinee no other notes are heand,
And darkiess frowns upon thy heaving hreast §
Whilst trunquil Peace reposses en each shore,
And seems to stite at thy perpetual roar,

Fiow on unchanging thro® the length of age ;

Thy course 13 onwarnd as the m,xrd) ol Hme—-
No ared furrow can thy strength asvuage,

But onw ard, nu\\'.ml——llmu art it sublimn,
List ! what's that sound that bursts upon the ear?

the boat could be suid to wash through the biilows, and therefore
would not use cither the terin, lave or laves.  But the poel under
nsideration was not to be <o shuclided, and so Le preserved his'y

mmw ;o surely, il the beat herself did not wasl, as she l]d:-ll-}
ed wlong, many on board her did. By a well known fizure off
sprech, one objret may Le expressed when another is understood ;!
ihas we eny, John reads Milion, wiien a book written by Milton |
tis meant—and Low muceli niore poctic to speak of the boat, wash-|
iy, althoegh it really did not, then of Sambo the cook, or others!
We

so mueh for the b ime, we fear it borders

who actually did perform ablutions as they moved along,

L)

AN

cannet, howaver, sy

en profunity. To eall mun’s power saprenc, in contact with the

elements, is rather an exaggeration.  In the sixth also we are
somewhat puzzied to acconnt for the rengeanceof the river. Pour-
ing down from its mysterious lounts, with all its auxiliary streams
rejoicing to swell its vo]ume, as it hastes to the ocean, what cares
the Mississippi though man’s steamer should erawl up its mighty!!
The poet, hmwver, the man what reully did steany it
i the Louisvii
A\ poctic surprise occurs in their first line of the second stanza.
The mighty told to flow and wmurmar

what--plain, prosaic reader,--guess,--like behemoth, like levia-:

highway ?
2, ought to kuow.

is like,---like:

siream,

than ! Like fiddle-sticks ; no such thing,--like, says the pocl,--hl\'e,

*the erening &ird,” Ulhat 13 a thetorical * ha ha' indeed,!

ful whether he should laugh or ery,--~whether he should apple ‘lh]x
the tngenuity ef the framer ¢f the trap, or denounce him as an|

annaturs! tricksier, sy ke, the even- |

ing bird, i

The Mississippi inura

uris

15 nevertheless prime inils way 5 a poor plain matter nf
U\H\
mites long, ta the nightingale or the whip-peoi-wiil, than he would
the ““Great Western™ o £ame Durdon's
ighls only belong to the bold
We have written  too rapidly, however, in our admira-

fact inan, would no more compare the fresh water monster,

compare
Such 8

fea ot.

pocsy.
tion,--—-the bird couid have Dbeen
whip-poor-will, tor we are told that the feathered individual

not cither nigitingnle or
.-‘_
loded to, weeps when dew dropsare on the lilivs,--and as neither
of these birds do this, nor uny other that we bave ever heard of.
we must wait some further revelation oo the suljuct before the
spuithological novelty can be nimed.

We
ine,

imust plead obtusencss, as 1o the compliment in the next
\What would Phil'is think nf Damon, if while she sung for

his pleasure he were to say, “ Tis music, Lecavse no other sonnd

MR}

Yon swelling wuve, that breaks in wild despuir !

is heard, and darkness {rowns upon thy heaving breast We

and, ns a consequence, why suould not *rade’

jenoug

.

..exlibited in former periods.

aud the poor reader is s0 confounded by the full, that he is dOUIJ[-;'

and brave in the replms of'

i flow on’* while he sleeps. How considerate !---what damage
to commerce would resuit, had he told the mighty stream to, tarry
‘still, while he luy down to slumber. “Ihe bencficence, however,
iike a great deal of the article, is tinged, we find, with some
.inlur(‘stud motives,---for the howling wind, and dashing spray,
increaszed, or caused by the motion of the river, is suid to act the
part of a fond motber 1o the traveller. These two, by the bye,
some advertisements ofier
apprentices,——uas cne of the family. - Doth only form
‘one miother ; and while lulled in this mother’s arms, the gentle
traveiler becomes fuiry-like, and then, very like @ gull ;

the wind and the spray, are treated as

(o treat Jwo

; which,
‘very unlike gulls in general, szoras the wave that daches by jts
.side. The gull, by the way, must be very large, or the wave
very small,--for though a common gull could dash or splash by
ithe side of a wave, a common wave cou)d not well be said to

idush by the side of a gull. Parts of it might, bat not the whole,
f'or itcould not be a wave at any part of the gull's side. Encugh
about gulls, however, lest the author m"nght suspect that we wish-
ied, figurately, to make a gull of him : we only add in conclusion,
lthat when he writes 'ngnin on the scenes which have been bappy
li to come under his notice, may we be fuvonred with a
elunce at his pociry.
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‘
‘ News or Tne Wenr.—Late
:unndon daies to the 20th Oct. It appears that a erisis of some
5('0:1sequnn('c was expecied in the monay market, and trading de-
‘partments.  Some would make this news wear a very gloomy as-
épccl, but when we recollect how proae people are to ““malkic the
‘most”’ of such things, particularly if fears or interest infiuenco
ith"m,—'u‘d aluo the wealth and resources of England, and the mu-
1"} stormy seasons which her comumereial institutions have gallant.
I\ weathered, we are inclined 1o trust that the foregoing shudows
fwill be fuund wmoare serious than the substance.

‘ come o hand respecting U,
raflidrs,

i

. All scems quict in Canada,
'\\ imter will not be marked by

cst

arrivals from Europe bring

s

Nothing of consequence has States
and we trust that the approaching
any such [rontier atrocilies as were
The possibie alteratien of the seat of
"Geveranent from Quebec to Montrea!, provided the Canadas ars
‘enited,—1he propused union of the Provinces,---and the question
of the dissolution of the U. Cunuda Assembly belore its natural
On the latter
{:it is thought that Lhe prerogative will not be exercised. The union

lewmnalmn, occupied the pens of controversialists.

amects with many nlqccuuns it is satd that it would not negative
‘the French power in L, Canada, fur that so large a number of the
U. Canadians wousid support them in political measures, that a -
jority of the whole would be found 1o continue agitation. The U.
Canadians, or many of them, desire the annexation of Montreal to
that province, but st the proposed union.--Respecting the removzl
tof the scat of Government, the comparatively exposed situation of
Montreal is urged against such a slep,—and as » matter of conve~
nicnce to have the cajital in a central position, it is argued, that in
he wnion of Scotland or Ireland wiih England. the alteration of
the seat of Government from London to a more central situation,
was ncver thought of. Quebec, it is said, is the key of C.ma-
da, and should, as such, retain its preseat politiesl importance.—
Halifax may soon be said to be the Quebec of the Lower Prc-
vinces, and it will, we trusl, increase rapidly in general pros-.
perily. Within Nova Scotia everything conlintes its usual aspe:t




