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PILATE'S QUESTION.

What shall T do with Jexus, called the Christ?
This lone, strange man !—so sad and yet so
calm! _

<o awful in His quiol majosty !

I fear the power He spake of may be Iis

To crush me if [ do this evil deed—

For well [ know 'tis evil, Fault there's none.

The aiv of innocence doth 8o envelop Him,

| could not think Him guilty if [ would;

Anl vet methinks if e hath any power

“Pyetre never better used than now to hurl

Definnce at these envious, hateful Jews,

And wreck 1lis vengeance on the coward crew

That ¢'en desert Him in Iis direst nowd !

| fain would save Iim, for my heart is stirred

To pity it hath never known before.

Pity and fear! Strange feelings these for
" Pilate.

Shall 1 hold to them and make my nobler

Conquer my baser selt'?  Or shall { muke

Myself a slave to serve these angry dogs

Tlat ery for blood, and will not be appeased

Thongh blood were offered. if it be not Ilis,

And grudge mo if they be not satisfied ?

Yet why should I, 2 Roman, lose one chance

For place or power to xuccor one 80 friendless ?

Deserted, save by a few weak women.

One voice alone upraised to plead for Him,

And that the voice of one wha may lose most

1f 1 am merciful.  From the vast throng

That tollowed where Ilo went, and heard the
words ’

That fell as graciously upon their ears

As falls the evening dew on sun-scorched
flowers,

(ames not one sound to help me choose the

right, . ,
(e strengthen good resolves, * His blood,” they
ery.

“Po on us and on onr children ! Let it be.
Il wash my hands to prove my imnocence,
Then yield Him to them,

What shall 1do with Jesus?  Liver now

Between me and the things 1 ool upon

Comes o clear vision of that pale, worn face,

With its last look ot awful agony

That will not be put out in durkest night.

Wihen sleep comes not, then is the vision there;

Anad when sleep comes, then comes that face in
dreams,

When morning dawny, and with its veil of
light

Shuts out the stars, it shuts not out for me

Tue dazzling brightness of those searching
oyes. )

The burning glances of a thon=and mid-day
suns

Upon my naled sight were not so hard to bear.

| cauld curse the nation that drove me on

Tudo the deed ! Conscience, seared though it
Wis,

Stll told me 1 should bitterly repent.

Oh, would that I had known, that day, the
power

An ontraged conscience doth possess to goad

The mind to madnesg, take all joy from life!

]l:(llinhcuh doserted, homeless, pmvel‘lc:‘ﬂ;

Haunted forover by that look, and thoughts
Of that one deed, that make me ever feel
That it were botter T had not beon born!
What can life hold for such a wrotch as 1?7
And death ? T dare not look upon it :

For ere I left the Syrinn shore T heard
Christ's followers proclaim a risen Lord.
And reuson well of judgment yet to come,
Can it be that in that dreaded future

Our places shall be changed ? 1 the culprit,
He the Judge? If | trembled oven then
Befure 1lis gaze, where, where shall 1 hide me
If these things be true 2 And that they are,
I am as sure as of His innocence,

O miserable man! Comfortless, hopeless,
Trembling T ask, What will e do with me?

What shall I do with Jesus?  For himself

Must cach one ask and answer Pilate’s nes-
tion;

For the dear Lord still waiteth patiently,

With pleading face nnd tender wistful look,

For words that put Him to an open shame

Or hold Him in the closest bonds of love,

0 soul immortal, what shall be thy choiee?

To rkend Himrad and sorrowing from thee now,

Or make of Him thy friend, that in that day

When thou shalt stand bhefore Hisx judgment
seat

Thou mayest not fear what Ile will do with
theo ?

—The Churchman.

ECCLESIASTICAL NOTES.

At St. Chads, Liverpool, the BEastward posi-
tion is adopted and altar lights ave used,

Rev. Caxoxn Basin, WiLsgrrorRce has been
appointed to the vacant Westminster Canonry.

Tur entire restoration of
purish church has  been undertaken by un
anony mous donor,

Kidderminster

Gorxop's “ Redemption” was performed on
March 1st and Gth at St. Peter's Pro-Cathedral
in the Divcese of Liverpool,

Tue sum of £4,000 has been given to St
Johu's church, Kunotty Ash, Liverpool, as a
memorial of the late Mr. 8. [I. Thompson.

Caxoy McConryick, Vieur and Rural Dean,
will succeed the late Prebendury Gordon Cal-
throp in the important living of St Augustine's,
1lighbury Park,

Mu. Jony Corperr, of Impmey, Droitwich,
contributed the whole of the estimated cost
about £4,000, of the vestoration of St. Michael's
church, Stoke Prior, Herefordshire,
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TuE Society for Promoting Christian Kuow.
ledge has voted two sums of £150 for the pres-
ent year to assist in providing systematic re-
ligious instruction for the pupils snd tenchers in
Hoard and other schools in the Dinceses of Iom-
don and Rochester.

Durixg the present year the H00th anniver-
sury of the collegiate church of St. DPeter’s,
Walverhampton, is to be eelobrated. The ree-
tor of Wolverhampton, Prebendary Jetfeock,
recently, at an annual meeting of Chureh
workers, guve an interesting address on the
rubjeet.

Tug corvespondent of the Chureh Review, ve-
ferving to Chareh work in Liverpool, says:
“Weekly  celebrations are provided in nine
churehes, in all of which there are carly Cole-
brations also; whilst orderly and woll eon-
dneted services, surpliced choirs and free and
unapproprinted rittings are enstonry rather
than exceptional,” '
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HERE are 700 Preshy terian ministers in fee-
fand, and only tive of them in favour of Homa
Bule.  Out of 200 Werleyan ministors only
three of them favour Home Rule,  There s
not one Primitive Methodist; the Congrega.
tionalists to oman are against it the Baptisis
are entirely in opposition ; the Uniturians are
alao opposed, and =0 is the Society of' F'riends.

At areeent meeting of the Clerieal Union of
Congregational ministers of New York city and
vicinity, an address was doliverol by the Rev,
W, R, Huntington, DD, D.C. L., rector of
Grace church, on the subject of *“The Unifiea-
tion of American Christianity.” [l pointed o
the practical ovila of wehism and urged adop-
tion of the four-fold terms of unity proposed by
the Anglican Churcl, ’

THERE 15 a forward movement in the Seottish
Presbyterian Rirk called the Seottish Clinreh
Society, [ts  general tendeney has been to
“level up” the services of the Kirk, 'This has
heen very apparentin the recent vepmry of the
{reneral Assembly's Commitiee on the conduet,
of public worship,  Among the recommenda-
tions of the Committee are to he found the fre-
quent use of the Lond's Prayer, o preseribed
course of Lessons und the wldition of the
Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds, Al thix points
to s gradual tendeney toassimilate sone of the
galient features of the Biole of Common Prayer
of the English Church.—Fanily Churchman,

Tug reeent storms which have wrought s
much destruction up and down Foglind have
nowhere brought greater griol and desteaction
thun in Shrewshury, where 45 teot of the spire
of St. Mary's church wax blown down and fell
through the roof of the nave, which it com-
pletely demolished. The entive top of the
steeple had just been vebuilt, indecd thy seaf-
fulding was wtill up, and added not wlittle o the
atastrophe. The loss of the spire alone would
have been o mutter of comparatively littls mo-
ment compared with the loss of the beautiful

15th contury roof, which, with the exeeption of

one bav, hus been entirely destroyed. The
lowest eatimate places the loss at £6,000, but
should anything like the old perfectinn he at-
tempted much more must be expended,
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