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cur minds lest in its contemplation, We muet
be content te receive as the only-and shall we
not bo wise to add; tbesnffloient?-explanation
of its origin, the inspired declaration of Holy
Soripture that the Creator 'breatbd into mau's
nostrils the breath of life, sud man became s
living soul' (Gen. ii. 7). The lifa thus bu-
stowed was given, as its vehicle of inter mission.
the blood, which courses through the whole
framework of the body, whether of man or
beast, and te mark the sacred charaoter of life,
aven that of the lower anima!s, which were
given te be meat for man, it was commanded
te abstain from using the blood--'Bt flash witb
the life thereof, which ie the blood thereof,
shall yecnot eat'; whilewith regard te man, the
same Divine Creator decreed that 'Whoso
sheddeth man's blood, by man shall bis blood
be shed.' (Gen. ix 6 ) Thus we see that by the
prohibition of the use of blood as food, man was
taught to regard life in the lower animais as a
sacred gift of Qod, not to be wantonly taken
away ; bat if their flish was required for the
sustenance of human life, the blood which con-
tained the life was to be poured on the earth as
un offering to Gid who gave it.

In pursuing our irquiry relative te this mat-
ter, we fihid that the use of blood was to bave a
peculiarly sacred significance, and snch signi-
ficance as was appareatly derived from its
being the repository of life.

It was on the occasion of the deliverance of
the lraelites from the Egyptian bondage, that
we have the first intimation of tbe use of b ood
as a sacred memorial before God. When the
insulted Majesty of Heaven would no longer
bear with the obstinacy of Pharaoh, who hnd
hardened bis heart agaîut the signe, and won-
durs, and sore jadgments, which called on him
to acknowledge the supremacy of Jehovah. and
God had determined to inflict on him and on
bis people the fearful calamity of the denth of
uvery firet brn of Egypt, 'from the first-born
of Paraoh that sittuth upon the throne, even
unto the first born of the maid-servant that
is behind the mill'-then it was that the Isral-
ites were commanded te taie a lamb without
blemish (showing no signa of impurity in the
blood), and having killed it in the evening, to
'take of the blood, and strike it on the two side
poste and on the upper door-post of the houses
wheruin they shal eat i(, ai Wh:n I seo the
blood I will pass over yen, and the piagne shall
not be upon you to destroy you. ' The Israelites
obeyed the command, and their first born escap
ed the visitation which fell on every family of
the Egyptiaus ; there was agreat cry in Egypt
for thora was not a bouse where there was not
one dead." (Exodus xii. 30. The solemn pro-
tection thus rendered by the sprinkled blood,
muet have g-van it a consecrated character in
the minds of the Israelites, aven before the
Divine command given te Moses, te offer the
blood of slain beasts at the door of the taber-
nacle of the congregation, or to pour it out
upon the earth as water.

No duclaraiion can bu more emphatic than
that which asserte the presence of the life of
animals in the blood. 'The life of the fleh is
in the blood, and I have given it to you upon
the aitar to make an atonement for 'your soul.'
(Lev. xvii 11). Our everyday experience and
observation enables us te verify the assertion
that the life is in the blood. A man may be
deprived of one lmb after another, but the life
is int st, unless by the too gruat loss of blood,
or by its becoîming gangrenons, the action of
the heart is impeded and ultimately ceases.
The light of revelation given us in the Gospel of
our Lord Jeens Christ, enables us te discern
that which was probably a profound mystery to
the children of lsrael, namely, how the blood
ehould make an atoDement for the soul. We
know that the blod of bullS aLd of geste could
not take away sin, but we see in the poured out
and rprinkled blood of the Jewish sa;rifices, a
life-giving type to the true worshipper of Him
Whose blood, sud therewith Ris mortal life,
would be ofered as an all-suf5icient oacrifice for

the sins of the whole world. Où this all ai.
portant subject the Epiatie te the Hebrews
affords us ail the teaching that a humble in.
quirer would desire. Tho pions Jew, in making
hie sin off ering, would acknowledge his sin. and
the justice of its penalty, and the need ofan
atonement by a sacrifice of life, with poseibly a
dim perception of the typical character of
Abraham's offering of hie son Isaao, and its
falfilment when the Messiah should appear.
Oar blessed Lord by His Incarnation became a
son of Adam, an inheritor with the human
brotherhood of the sinfaunesas of man ; and by
the shedding of Hie blood on the Cross of .Cal-
vary He poured on the ground the blood of the
mortal fleîh, and in instituting a Sacramental
Blood communicate3 His Divine life to His
faithful people.

The heart i bath a reservoir and a fountain
of the blood, and offre ns asu au apt illustra-
tion of the workings of spiritual life, Having
reooived into itself the blood, which by passage
through the varions parts of the bdy bas hab
comea impure and tainted, the heart, by a won-
derous meohaniism whieh only a Divine Creator
could originate and keep in action, again
disoharges it ; te pas into a purifying
receptacle, where by contact with the pure
breath of Heaven it is restored te a healthy
condition, and ie capable of reinvigorating the
animal frame. Even so the regenerated child
of God, passing through the many trials and
temptations of this wicked world, may have bis
spiritual life more or less deteriorated, and in
capable of healthy action, until by supplicating
and receiving the purifying breath of the Holy
Spirit as conveyed in the Blessed Communion
of Christ's body and bicod, ha is st-engthened'
and refresbed for the coiflict with the world,
the flash, and the devil.

Sueing thon that the heart is the organ by
which the life-sustaining blood i cireulated
through the whole body, it is not to b wonder-
ed at that this part of the human frame should
be spoken of in Holy Soripture as the seat of
the affections and passions. The Lnrd of Life
taught that 'Oit of the heart proceed cvil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, faise witnasses, and blasphemies " (St,
Matt, xv. 19); and on the other hand we are
required te lova Gad with ail our hearts, to
purity our hearts, tu keep our hearts with ail
diligence, for 'out of them are the issues of life '
(Prov. iv. 23). If the heart bu right in the
sight of (God, the bead sud the mambors of the
body cannot go far sastray; the intelloctuI
faculties will bu kept in subjection, and thuir
powers diverted from the more attainment of
knowledge, to the wisdom of applying it in the
highest services of mankind, the advancement
of truth and righteoueness, and the acknow-
ledgmant of the goodnesa, the power, the
majasty, and the illimitable sovereignty of the
great Creator.

In conclading these brief remarks, the writer
would call attention to the appropriateness and
deep significance of the institution of Bread and
Wine, as representative of Christ's Body and
Blood in the solemn celebration of the fHoly
Communion. This is concisely explained in the
Church Oatechiem, which teaches that the bene
fits whereof we are partakere thereby are 'The
strengthening and refreshing of car seuls by
the Body and Blood of Christ, as our bodies are
by the Bread and Wine.' The spiritual life of
Christ is communicated to the seul of man by
the spiritual receiving of Hie Blood, and thus
we become 'oue with Christ and Christ with ah';
and they who thoughtlessly or scornfully turn
away from His invitation may bu reminded that
it was Christ Himself Who declared 'Except ye
est the flash of the Son of Man, and drink His
Blood, ye have no life in you' (John vi. 53).
and bore a solemn question arises, namely,
whether the withholding of the cup from the
laity b not a practical subversion of Holy
Communion, and an abrogation of the Saora-
ment, by the denial of that part of it which is
more especially emblematio of the life which

Christ intended te convey. This is a very
serions matter for the consideration of those
who think and speak lightly of our diffarences
with the Roman Church, and of those who
would persuade us that the doctrinal difflulties
may bu bridged over.-J, F. in Family Church-
man.

RRADING IN OHURCH.

Good reading in Church is only too rare. A
passage of Soripture read impressively arrest
nanessarily the attention of every hearer. A
correspondent, ' Arthur M,,'is, we hope, giving
too dark a viow of matters, but hie testimony
bas too much truth in it. He says s

'What eau bu thought of that clergyman's
sense of the seealy who rocites the colleute in
a breath; who bas said threo fourths of his ver-
siola by the time the congregation bas concluded
its response ; who so mumbles the more solemn
portions of the service as to bu inaudible to the
congregation; and who monotones the LEssons
of the day at so rapid apace as to convey no
ides of what ho is saying to his hearers ? Yet
these are common acte, and can bo witnesaed in
a multitude of churchas.

' We have a right to expect the evidence of
reverence and deouncy in the offiring up of
publie prayer, and such intelligent reading of
the Saripture as will enabla even the less edu-
cated to enter into the spirit of the narrative,
Too frequantly, indeed, even the matter is lest
-se indistinct, rapid, and affacted is the style
of the reader.

' Yet it was even so in George Herbert's day.
For what says 'Izaak' Walton lu his life of the
saintly rootor of Bemerton ?

And to this I muet add that if ha (George
Harbert) wero e a'ny time too zalous in bis
sermons, it was in reproving the indeoencies of
the people's bahaviour in the time of divine
service. and of those ministers thit huddled up
the Church prayers without a visible reverence
and aff-tion-namely, such as eaemed te say
the Lord's Prayer or Collect in a breath; but for
himself hie custom was to stop betwixt very
Colleot and give the people time to consider
what they had prayed, and to force their deaires
affectionately to Got bifore he ongaged them
into new patitions.'

' With regard to the reading of the Lassons,
I might quote Hooker :

' I hope we may presumo that a rare thing it
is net in the Chnrch of God, aven for that very
word which is read to b uoth prosontly (Le.,
at the time) their joy and afterward their study
that hear it' (Of. Ps. cxix, 16).

' Whane, oee may asi, is the 'j-y' at snob
reading as is too commonly huard ? where the
impressivene8s which would inflaunce to after
study ? George Herbart-I think in was-in
his praying and preaching used to pause for a
briet moment before uttering the name of the
Almighty.'--The News, London.

AN Ely correspondent of the Irish Ecclesias-
tical Gazette says ha noticed the other day the
lettera ' R.I.P.' on a Protestant Dissenter's
tombtone in Cambridgeshire, and auba, ' What
will Irisb Protestants think of that? Very fw
tombstones of Diesenters iri this country are
without aither a cross or an I.H.S. Eight
months ago I noticed a large atone cross on a
Dissenting chapel inR-pcn. It i the common-
est thing in the world for Dissenters to have
the symbol of our holy redemption on their
ehapels.'
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