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FUNERAL AND MOUR.1NG RE URM.

That suc]h a reform is necessaiy becones more
and n'are appairnt te the 1eligious mind and tO
persons cf gcud lasie anid itiiid fuelings. It is
not simî ply tlie expense whichl is inUcurred, tloughi
this often Žeriusiy inac mmde<s hIe suiviving
mncnlber4 of a failiiy, but Ile. display, 1ic ill-timndil.
and su replisive Io lte feelings ihat shouild ini-
iluence peuple at such a soleîî tine, which Iales
one wouder huw sucl euîstemis have so ling

prevailed. No dubt, the preseint muanner
of conducting fiserals is a ieuctico to see
extent from the black, siombre, antd dole-
ful fuînerails of foinser days, vhe ti C]ristivn
hope of imsîortality, and tlie exjprcesioni of iliailh-
fultaess et the release of tie departed finm tie
buden of the lesh, wvhich the Ciurch's service
gave expression Io at tle grave, seemed a hiollow
mockery, viewed in the :ight of the surron d:ngs.
But whi le it was folt tht public Christian upiliui
demsanded a change it was left in the lands of the
undiertakers te give expression te a better Chris-
tian feeling, and tcy, with the best intention, no
doubt, have provided a condition cf things wiici
must give infinite pain te the iourner and jar
upon the feelings of ail Cnstians. il Engiland a
decided change fur tIhe better has taîken ph]ice, and
as in te case of lte lately leacenxd Archbishop o'
Canterbury, funiserals are being imade as simplc anîd
inexpensive as possible. As shwing tihe progres-
aive feeling uîpon tih o subject in England we quoe C
rromi the report of a recenît mneetirg. "A meeting
of the Ciurch of Engluand Funiral and Mourninge
Reforas Association was held -reccntly al the
Church Institute, Leeds. Tie Rev. Di. Go,
Vicar of Leeds, in taiking tle chair, said tlat the
Association laid gained flth nlmost unannilîus sup-
port of the uîpper classes, and that amîîonsg iany
Yorkshiremîen who hIad given their adhiesin were
the Archbishop, te lIlisiop of tipon, Lords Ailes-
bury, Fit zwillimii, Zetland, Fe-versiani, JfHarewood,
Wharneliie. Cathcari, Mulgrave, Cranbrouk, De
l'Isle and Dudley, Muncaster, Wenlock, iMiddle-

ton, lawke, and Derweut, the lord Mayor of
York, nd the Mayor of Leeds. .le thought tihai
funerals should be coniucted, as far as wvas possi-
ble, by relatives and friends, Preparing the collint
and lowering it irito tle grave should be about thle
only work wiich lad to be paid for. lhe lati'
.Archbisiopi of Canterbury iras one of the patrons
of the Society, ant by bis own express desire th11
undertakers did the least possible work, anîd ftle
rest iras done by his nearcst and dearest friends.
The meeting subsequently passed the motion
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unanimously that it iras dosirable te promote a
better appreciation of the idea of Christian burial."
We quite endorse Dr. Gott'. vicws that "prepar-
ing the coffin (and lowering it into the grave)
shoild be about the only w'ork lsieh ad' to be
paid for." Let all else he donc by the loving
Lauds uf r'elatives snd fs'icnds, and lt cee'>thiug
be donc decently and in accordance îwith fle die-
tales of a sure and humble trust and confidence
in GoD's promises snd suercy, and yet frec fro
any appearance of ssuimption and show.

111E FI1IST STEF FOR TEEf CRUEClI 'lO
TAEE.

TnE Neiw York Swn recoufly lid lie following
as a leading article. Wien the seculsîr press feu]
cilled upîons te spek in this fasihion Of 'hvat iL

gecerally supposed to conei-in only cougregations
nd nlody else, il shows tait flic question is be.

ing recogized 'as a great public aine, deumtanîding
the attentiln cf tlie C<lanchî as a toci. We are
gliad se influeutial a paper ias spoIken Out in tlii-
isannier and we hope tise days of îuc'wed churches
st'e umsîîsbe-red. FeeliIg Itir tithi sc eiterats
Ilhe .Sun's words "No question oi' greater weiglht
can CoItue before lte clvrgy and laity, asndi ne osm
upou wlhuse riglt settlieent ite welfare of tht
Cluc-h smo dl pends."

''The subject of free churches received ant-nIioi
ait lie late Episcupal Ccîsveition, but i d.-d sno
get iait pruoiprst iouate shaure cf' Consideiratiun l
which its importance 'ntihied it. No question 0
g euter w1eight cae before the aloigy nd Ilaiuy.
anl nu ee uplon wh'isose riglt saliettlenit the wel
flue ef lthe Churcli se depeneud. Yet 11he. Cou
vntiol put it by without ni5 in i tLe Chis
tiîs principles vith segard to it, aind with ou
cuuîing to sIy definite de-cisions sus te tIse mi-ans oi
tisss îg ciîhus free.

"As things are snw, most of Our Protestamî
Chiurebes, especially thIo'e im Uhe laige cities, îr
iesely louses uf worsiip o orrgaîious (i

me-n und woen' wo han' puriased te -ight te
rgularly culy seats in tson. In sonme of tLI
Cihurchses thle cos t 01a pews ii so great tiait only3' su
rieh iman can alford to buy one. Il otiers, th
pews ars rented ta the highest bidders ni l
:tuction sale, and generallthere is isot onlyV f;
lirst elborige for tlie pur'eiLiane of he pew ibuit als
i ainisui assss ient on il, whieih is considerabli
An eligible pew iii sente of flue fashionabb
Churcsisses costs rigil about as imluch as u cim-
iortable htise, ai tlie anuiial unssessient il
voutild pay tise rent of imiany a citizc.
"hih msen have, of course, the riglit te blui

p3trivileges in Cuirches if the>y are pur-hasable
W'henl tieyv give -mntey for flic support of thli.
psrueasch]insg and other sevsces the-y have a righut ta
demand that they' sall get some pocsitivU aîdvaun
lage if) return. Mure-et, it is very convenien;
IOr a faiuily- te knowu bfore the' start out Jo:
chuirch tlîsît tiey will be sure to find 'st.fi te-
gthir n a desirsble place, and tiat nobody else-
u'ii lie alowed to gi-s. isto the resercaved places.
31ri buy ticelits to the theare and tle opera dat s
befere tlie performance, in order tu be cet tain about
that zîiatlr.

"\e mîust not forget, teo, that after -eservin<
fqr thleaiselu'cs sil thi ceale thiey tlhC-Iselv.'es wat
in th.h. Clisurcles, the pîwh]iders sie willing tiuî
tle back pews un t.le grouid floor, or the pews in
pa-ts ofth gaîlleries, shall b f-cely op'ned tl
thue outsidu public. They would stare uitli uston-
islhmsent at aiy stranIg(r suolue assuued tu entel
tbieir pew, lii whloever likes inay occupîy one ci
tse seits left for outsiders.

"Ministes and vestrymen say thai the cuiy ay-
to suippurt Ciurcheis ls to thus sell the seats.' The%
can obtain a sure incomte in tht way, sand thne is
nu other Ihbici experience proves to b feasible
They muust gratify the selfislhnesa of men aven in
the lieuse cf GOD, if tIy expect to get money
out of themîs. That nuay be truc; but if it is trie,
then wve have te make the huniliatinmg confession

that Christianity can on'ly be supported in eur
cities by that sort of arrangement. Great aud
costly Cihurches can only be maintained by grati-
f'yingthe love of class distinctions, when Chris-
tianity expressly teaches that all men are equal
before CoD, and that they are poor or rich, clean
or unclean, in Bis siglt, only accuding te the
ieasure of their spiritual acquiremsents.

This is why the free churci question is so im-
portant. The miovenent to break down the pew
svsten is a muoveient toward the establishnent of
a logical and consistent Christian practice. The
present practice does violence to the Christian
theory, and can onily e defended on grounds of
prudence which are at war with trat theory.
Wiatever say be the doctrines preached and pro-
fessed in the Churches, men are dliferently treated
in themi, and tise dififrenco is based on distinctions
niot riecognized by Chîristianity, and even express>ly
tdenosunîced by it.

"'Tio practice of the Cutrches is, in truth, suich
an to build iigher the ivalls of separation between
the rich nud thel not ricl. As one of hie Bisiops
of the Episcopil Chuirch reiarked, se long as il
contiues there wili e s g'owing antagonisn te
the Church on tue port of nany. They will ridi-
cule such an exhibition of Christianity, and turn
LIa. fl-om1 such pjrehiniîsg of the Gospel. Whcen
tihey can eister chuches with the saime freedoîm
t1t] tIse saille lac of. consciuisness ef their nia-
terial position wiiich they 'eIjoy at a -politicaîl

tinemig, they will periapa fuel tlat thcy art in-
tietd îî-î'sttî'd as eujîtal citizens of tle spiritual

coniunlon]wealthi.
Not util every Church ieomes CoD's House,

in whs ich i all imen at all times are equal and all
h1asve equal privileges, w-ii te theory of Christi-
aiit'y be i-esilized in their sanagemîent. Wicn
tIlat is atccomiiplisheatd thle iirst steps it'll lbe taiken ;
lutî aferward genuine Christianity mist b
îireached in llhe Ciusisces, anil their imuemibers
u sst ex-suplify it in ihir lvs, if tlie wo-rl is te
reaivlac b rfurmed afiter the model drawn by
Cris t."

DR. WILLIAM PIEU. Y AUSTIN, FIRST
IlSîlOP OF GUJIANA AND OLDéST

COLONJAL iîS1olP OF T1E CHURCII
OF iNGLA ND.

We insert a sketch fron "The lanner of Faiti"
of the venerable Dr. Austin, who is noiw iln lis
7 cli year, and lias been ]]ishop of Culiana usp rds
oi' forty years.

At tlie late Lanbeth Coiference Dr. Mediev,
first Bishîop of Fredericton, and Dr. Austin,
first IJishop of Guiana, the two oldesi Colonial
i3ishops of' the Churei cf England, walked te-
getier.

Dr. Medley is now in Lis 78th year, and lias
been lBisiop since 1845. Altoughl eder than»
Dr. Austin the latter lias licen a Bislop tlree
years longer.

Ve are very miudfusl juast now of "Ouir Bishop"
ror on August 24 (St. BitIolomisew's Day> te coin-
uplued- ths lortieth year of his Upiscopate.

"Hfe mtust te.a very old main, tsn," perhaps
sou will say.

Weii, not se very old ; before the ycar closes
lue will be seventv-five. You ismust net think of
him ns a white-liaired, feeble, decrepit od insu.
lie is notinig of the sort. He is a fine, ercet,
hea-y, nob-looking msan of net under G Jet.
Last year lie went thi-eougi a visitation tlat wouild
lave tried the enurissasnce of sone of tc youîng
men icf tLe Dioceso.

W ae vs'ery proud of "Our Eishop." I ahi
speaking cf ihr Bis/ij» of (zuiaina-the first and
ounly Bishop cf ilnt s-ee. lie is thie culy Bishop
of' the Anglican Church, now alive, iwho alias cou,-
pilieed f'orty years of active service-anl that ser-
vice bas been ail in the saine diocese. Aeti.e
ser ict-, literally; for the Colony of Britisht Guiana
lias a scattered populatiun of various races, and
travellsng is not so easy as it is made in Jngland.
When the Bishop goes up a river te visit thse
Indian Missions, lie must go in the tent boat, and
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