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around him reminds him that he s in a land of be-

pichted heathen. No quiet throngs are scen assem-

Wling for worship. No Sabbath-bel) sends its inviting

tones over the landscape. It is as other days 1o the

carcless idotaters around him. Instead of the eacred*
exercise that once reminded him of God and Hearen,

perhaps he s compelled to witness the symbols of
euperstition and cruelty, or the degrading worship of ;
same rudely-carved image. On that day more than

any other he fecls that he is alone. Tocheer its pen-

sive moments, perhaps he induelges in some favorite

sacred air 3 but it only reminds him of happy sensons
dcpartcd, and of (riends with whom he ouce chaunted
it in his distant native land. Gladly would he take
wings, and fly, for a single hour, (o the loved circle
that, perhaps, nt that moment are remembering him,
while bowed at the sbrine so dear to him far away.

0 ! how should we prize the blcsscd Sabbath of a
Christian land !

This religious festival is unlike any other cver in-
stituted. Tt bears the impress of the religion cf the Bi~
ble. Ile observance by the carly Christians must
have produccd a striking and (avourable impression
among the surrounding heathen. The entightened pa~
gans of Grecce and Rome had never before hecn ac-
customed to anything like the Christiun Sabbath.

Unlike their eelebrations of the mysteries of Elcusis,
or the feasts of Baechus, its holy rites ¢f prager and
praise were as pure and spiritual as the heaven to
which they ascended. They were z0 unostentatious,
and yet so fervid, that they secmed to afford a ively
cxample of the apirit and genius of the religion of Je-
sus. Relreshing ns the Sabbath is, even now when
we cnjoy s0 many hlessings unmolested, itmust have
been still more so to the first oppressed diseiples ofthe
Saviour. I the wrath of rulers or cmperors threaten-
cd a storm of more fieree persccution, it was doulit-
Jgss the set time when tkey met together to make spe-
cia) yenyer and interecssion, with “ onc accord, in one
place.”

In order to form s proper cstimaic of its velue te
them, let us picture to ourselves, for 2 moment, what
we may suppose (o have heen some of the Sabbath ex-.
crcises of the first Christinns,

For fear of being disturbed Ly the viclence of their
enemies, they met in some sccluded spot.  There they
comforted cach other, and swectly conversed of their
departed Losd.  The miracles they had so lately wit-
pessed, and all the touching incidents conneeted with
the ministry and death of the Redeemer, must have
been themes apon which they dwelt with deepest. in—
ferest.  The tones of Him, who spokeas ‘“ neverman
spake,” had scarcely died away in the cars of those
devoted followers.  Onc could speak of the time when
he approached his Savieur as a tremibling laper, and
washesled.  Arother, who had heen biind, rejoiced to
tiink of the happy hour when the baliny teuch of the
Son of Ged first revenled 10 him the light of heaven.
Many still remembered the afleeting scene when Jesus
wept by the grave, and the inveluntary exelamation
burst forth, * Behold, how he loved him 2 Others
discoursed of the time when their hearts burned with-
iu them, while Ile talked with them by the way.,

As they again partook of the bread and wine, in
memory of his suficrings and death, so they seemed to
keep the ““ first day of the weik? in memory of his
slorious resurrcclion. On that blessed day some of
their .company had gonc carly in the morning to the
sepulchre. - It seemed still to remind them of the time
when an angelic messenzer was sent to teoll them,
“ He s risen 5 he is nothere.  Lebold the place where
they laid him !¥-

Each time of meeting must also have scemed mere
deeply interesting (rom the ecusideration that it snight
very likeiy be their lost.  Surrounded by blocdy per-
szcutors, they knew not but before another should
come they chould purchase the erown of martyrdom
with their blood. Thay ecemed to eperd their Sabbaths
in preparing for the heavenly monsion which the Sa~-
viour kad promiscd them. On these cecasions were
doubtless read these comforting and «difying letters
which they had received from ticir distaat brethren in

ﬁqg the resurrection of the just, with exulting faith
exclaimed, “ O death ! where is thy sting ! Another
had caught a prophetic rision of the New"Jerusalem
tself, and saw the whitc-robed throng ¢ which came
out of great tribulation.’” And he had learned that
the Lamb should ¢“feed them, and lead them unto,
living fountains of waters,”” and that Ged should
“ wipe away all tears from their eyes.”  He had even
listcned to the songs of the redeemed before the
throne.

Amid such dangers, and blessed with such holy ex-
ercisc, the Subbaths of the early Christians must have
been truly welcome scasons.

Ifever there has boen n Lime-honoured institution, i
it has been this holy day. It gladdened the hearts of
the ancient patriarchs and prophets, the apestles and )
martyrs ; aud it still remains a8 the portion of God®s
children to the end of the world. Indced, it woull
seem as thcugh Ged had designed to impress us with
a reverence for this day, by the mest sclemn and ino-:
mentous  acts. It was frst conscerated, as
erowning gzift, by the Deity himsel, amid the song of
the morning stars at thebirth of creation.  The coin-
mand to keep il was enzraved npon the tables of stone,
and reiterated in the thunders of Sinai. We now ob-
serve it as the time when the Saviour triumphcd over
thegrave, and arose from the dcad.

Surcly we devoutly respect and Jeve the day that
has been so0 distingnished by God, and has been thus
a s2ason of consolation to the saints of all ages.

Brooklyr, Nev., 1842, J.w.C.
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BIOGRAPHY.
BIOGRAPIIICAL. SKETCH OF THE LATE
LADY HUNTINGDON.

Tur noble anid elect Lady Fantingdon, had lived
in the bighest circle of fushion 5 by birth a daugh-
ter of the Monse of Shirley, by marriage united
with the Earl of Huntingdon, both bearing the
roval arms of England, as descendants from her
anciznt monarchs.

, Invery early infancy, when only nine years
old, the sight of a corpse about her own age con-
veying lo the grave, engaged her to attend the
burial. There the first impressions of deep seri-
ousness aliout an eternal world laid hold on her
conscience 3 and with many tears, she cried ear-
nestly to God on the spot, that whenever he
should be picesed to take her away, he would
deliver her from all her fears, and give her a
happy departure. She often-afierwards. vigited
the grave, and always preserved 2 lively sense
of the aflzcting scene.

Though no views of evangelical truth had
hitheito epened on her mind, yet even duriny
her juvenile days, she frequently retired for pray-
er to a particular closet where she could not he
observed ; and in all herlittle troubles fowird re-
liel in pouring out her requests nnfo God. When
she grew up, and was introduced into the world,
she continned to pray that she might marry into
a serious family.  None kept up more of the an-
cient diznity 2nd decency than the house of Han-
tingdon, With the head of that family she ac-
cordingly leeame united.  Ladv Betty and Lady
Margaret Ilastings, his Tordship’s sisters, were
women of sinzular excellence. -

In tais high estate she mainfained a poculiar
seriousness of condncl.—Though sometimes at
coiusty and visiting in the high cireles, she took no

leasure in the fashionable follies of the great.
?n the conntry she was the Jady bountitul amonz
her neighbours and dependents; and going «:ill
ahout to establish her own richiteonsness, she en-
deavoured by prayery and fasting,and alms-doeds,
to commend hersell todhe favour of the Most
High and Most Holy.

The zealous preachers, who Lad been branded
witis the rame of Metholiste, had now awaken-
ed great aliention in the Jand. Tady IMargarel

Lastings bappening (o hear them, roceived the
truthasitisin Jesus from thzir ministiy 3 and
was soine years after wnited with the excellent
Mr. lngham, one of the first lebourers in this
plentecus harvest.  Conversing with Lady Rar-
garetone day on this su'j:ct, Lady Huntingden
was excredingly struek with a sentiinent ghe ut-
teied, ¢ that since she Lad known aud helieved

bonds and affliction. Obe had cheered them by writ-
ing, “Baliold,| ehew vou a mys'ery "—and anticipa-

in the Lord Jesus Christ for Jife and salvation,

snch sensation ef happincss Lady Huntin sdon
feft that she wae as yet an utter strangar.

-

A dangerous illnsts heving soen after tuis
hrenzht her (o the hrink of the grave, the f=ar of
death fell torribly upon hery and hey consciones
was gieatly distressed. Ifareupon she meditated
sonding for Bishap Denson, of Gloncestzr, win
had Leen Lord Tiuntinzdon’s tuter, to con-
sult him, and unbarden her mind.  Just at that
time the words of Lady Marraretretamed stronze
Iy to her recollaction, and she felt an eatnest do-
sire, renonncing every other hopa. to cast herself
wholly upon Christ for life and selvatien,  She
instantly from her bed liftedip her heartto Jesus
the Saviour, with thisiapartanate preger: and
immediately all her distress and fear weve remov-
ed, and she was filled with peace and joy in be-
jievinr.  Iler disorder from that moement tock a
favoarslila turng; she wus restared to perfect
health, and what was hellor, {0 newness of life.
She defermined thenceforward, 1o present her-
selr ta Geod, ax a living sacrifice holy and aceep-
talle, which shie was now convinced was her rea-
sonshle serviee,

On her recovery, she sent a kind mossace to the
Afosars, Wesleys, who were then preaching in
the neighbhourtingl, (hat shie was ene with them
in heait, cordially wishing them good speed in
the name of the Lord, #nd aseuring them of her
determined purpose of living for Him, who had
dird for her.

The change thus suddenly wrouzhtan her La~
dyship, beeame ohservable to all, in the open con-
fession she made of the faith ance delivered to the
satnts,and in the zealous support she hezan o give
the work of God, amidst all the reproach with
which it was altended.

To the noble cirele in which Lady Huntingdon
moved, such professions and conduct appeared
wondrous strange 3 but she had set her face a8 a
flint; and refused to be ashamed of Christ and his
eros*. There were not wenting indecd some whe,
under the guise of friendship, wished Lord Hun-
tingdon to interpose his anthotity ; but, however
be differed from her Ladyship in sentiment, be
continued to show herthe same affection end re-
spect.  He desired, however, she would oblige
him, by conversing with Bishop Benson on the
subject; to which she readily acquiesced.

‘he Bishop was accordingly sent for, in order
to reason with her Ladyship respecting her opi-
nions and conducl. But she pressed him so hard
with articles and horilies ; and so plainly and
faithfully urged upon him the awfnl responsibility
of his statiop under the graat Head of the Chreh
Jesus Chiist, that his tewper was juflled 1 and
he rose up in haste to depart, bitterly Jamenting
that he had ever laid lis haadson Georze Whit-
field, to whom he imputad, theugh witiiont cause,
the charze wronzht in her Ladyship.  She cal-
led bim back ; ¢« My Lord,” said she, ¢ mark my
words, when you come upen your dying bed,
that will be one of the fow ordinations yen witl
refiect upen with complacenee

It dessrves remark, that Bishop Bensan, en hix
dying bed, sent ten gaineas to Mro Whithiehd,
a3 a loken of his favour and approbuetion, i) hag-
oed {o be remembered hy himn in his prayers.

1 hope the present venerable Bishop of Wer-
cester will not be displeased if I record & similar
instance of his candonr lutely reportad to me, As
he preaches freqnently, he had obscrved a poer
man rematkably attentive, and made Liim some
little presente. Aftera while-he misscd Lis hum-
ble auditor, and meeting him, suid, < John, liaw
is it thot 1 do net see you in Uie 2isle; as uznal ¥
John, with hesitation, replied, € My Lovd, I hepe
you will nol he often-led, and [ will 1 vay the
treth. T went the other day to hear 1%e " Alatho-
dists, and T understarsd theiv plain wards somuch

hetter, that § have attended them ever since.’”

The Jishop put his hendinto his pocket; and gave
Nim @ guinea, with words {o this eflect, «'God
bless you, 2nd go where you can receive the
greatest profit to your roul.”?

I krow no place nore proper {0 presetrve ane-
ther anccdate, which I recetved fiom my exeel- .
lant fiiend, the Rev, Mr. Talbot, of St. Giler,
Realmz, When Archinishop Secker was laid on
his conch with a broken thigh, and scusible of
hix arproaching cnd, my dear depatted fiiend,
who had lived in great intimeey with him, and.-
received his preferment fion him, visited him st
Lambeath. Uefore they partad, ¢ You will pray
with ine Talbal,” said the Archbishop. Mr, Taf-
hot 032 and went {o Jeok for a prayer lLook,

she had been as bappy asan angel.”  To any

¢ This is not what I want now,’ :aid the dying..



