¢ Open it 1” said Bert
584 T forbid you'to do s
. Willis 'exclaimed,  : furiously

M.’ Dennison,”" Mra.
‘¢:that chest. i

oooe It dy false 1" was, Bertha's ‘imperious reply..
% 1t-was Mr, Rainsforth’s ;. I have l‘ong,',\’-onéc ;
~‘ed what'became’of it.. " And here,” she said, as’
Lauresce lifted. the lid,~‘“here "is the ‘will "that
ives Haffenden Grange to his nephew. Take
it, Mr. Dennison-—take it ; and-in “your joy at’
its discovery, ‘be merciful to” the unhappy wo-:
man who has so guiltily withheld it 1" =50
Mrs, Willis rushed from their presence. Tim
Flaherty’s statement was correct.. ‘She had been
one of the witnesses “to Mr, Rainsforth's  will,
The death of the other directly after his master,
suggested to her the. fraud she had: perpetrated.
Partly from atfection for Bertha,and partly to
enrich her son’ by wedding him to the latter, she
had hid the will in the chamber of which Mr.
- ‘Rainsforth had confided to her the secret. But
~ her perturbed mind would not let her rest ; and
in her slumbers she had uncousciously visited
again and again the place: where the document
lay hidden. That she was the phantom visitant’
of the gallery might never have been known,
but for the finding of the locket Bertha knew to
_belong to Mrs. Willis, and also knew that she
bad worn it affixed to a bracelet on the previous
evening. - A suspicion of the truth had instantly
flashed into her mied ; "and it was for this
reason that she had insisted upen watching in
the gallery that night. -

Mrs. Willis and herson left Hatfenden Grange
within the hour of her detection; and Bertha
found a temporary home with the rector and his
wife, who had long been interested in the gentle
girl, whom her wily gourernanfe’s wmachinations
had rendered almost a prisoner. . :
. Laurence Dennison returued to Montreal, but.
only for a time. He came buck, -accompanied
by his father, Emma, and the happy Tim. Vie.
tor le Marchant fellowed them, and has now a
flourishing practice at the \West End, which
Emmwa’s dowry assisted him in purchasing.

But Emma was not the only bride at the gay
nuptials which oocurred soon after Mr. Den-
nison took possession of Haffenden Grange ;- for
Laurence led Bertha' to the altar ‘at the same
time, telling the blushing girl that in marrying
her he had more than reslized his golden dream
of Lady Bertha's picture. ' S

THE SPECTRAL HAND.

A VERITABLE CHRISTMAS GHOST STORY.

BY NED P. MAH.

NXot at all in the humour for work, 1 was
lounging, meerschaum in mouth, among the
crowd in the narker place’at A——, amid a
. confused medley of women, volnble, vociferous,
with" kerchiefs' on their heads and sabots on
their feet; -men in blue blouses :and blonde
moustachios, horses in. rope harmess, waggons,
wooder,  screeching, and springless—amid the
clacking of fowls, the neighing of steeds, the
squealing of pigs, ‘the gabble of buvers and
sellers,  The miarket. women weré, for the mast
t, luxuriating in the genial warmth arising
Tom the chaiid piéds beneath their feet, for the
air was kean and frosty.  But [ lounged on, net
a bit chilly, though c¢lad only in a tight-htting
“suit of shepherd’s plaid. ' You see, the fact is 1
" had- been drinking more wine, singing more
songs, smoking more cigars and listening to and
~saying more good things than was well for me
overnight, and 'was now recruiting mysell with
a mouthful of the fresh, crisp, cool air for the
labour at which I should even now have been

- employed, that of writing my letter to the paper

of which I was the foreigu cnrrespondent.
0, Mr. Mah ! O, Ned !" cried avolce at my
side, **.1 am so0 glad to see you.
~least notion you were in A——"
1 looked down and saw two black eyes i
up with an eager fire and a delicate oval
“flushing into genuine pleasure. -
.1t ‘'was Harriott, the wife.of my
1 atoo
* forehead. .

- Theére was no harm
long before he did ; we had been boy.and girl to-

best friend.

gether, we were accustomed to. kiss zach other.

© - whep we met and parted, aud  we stuck ‘to the
cus
~all RERER P o
" 'Then, as T-stood there holding her two hands,
and the flush faded out of - her face and -her

- thoughts - seemed to turn ‘inward again, [ first

 noticed that ske looked térribly il There was
"= the'shadow of some great -grief, "of some ever-
her pale, ‘sweet face
‘impress of despair the
gleam, . that . told :'she’ was'the

ay, more, there was. th

r together ! Bu

I hadn’t the
ghted
face
ped down and kissed her lightiy on the

arm in it. [ bad kpown her

tom . even when . she married. ' That wus:

resent, wearying care in her sad; sad eyes and:

erg, while at times a wilder
victim of some

together it, come home with me now.. |
You mnust not reéfuse me, though I dm’ not alto-

from ' the -contact_of _th
will'be o invalunble ' assistance
d she p

brain
world ofinwa :
its' elucidation: - Come !'" -ax

€ sa
alis

* You oan write - in our fooms: - We.
disturb you..”Quly do not refuse us ¢
of your presence in our iore need.’

1 yiclded to the coaxing pressure of t :
hand uponwy arm, and ‘moved with:her in' the
direction she'iadicated. L
% Do you believein spiritd 1 sh
short silence. - *“ Are’ you' a spiritu

. Llaughed her to scoru; . L

T used to’ laugh at it "all once,*’: she said.
“ But lately: I have experienced phenomena at-{
tributablé to no other cause.:: It:ia well you are
come to us," for 1 sometimes have feared that if
we can get ua explanation of the persecutions to
which we are subject we shall'all go'mad. "0 7

Further conversation “was hers, cut short by:
our arrival at her domicile, which: was one“of:a
long series of one story: buildings. - The whole} 1
series had originally formed a: carriage ware.
house, or'some suck thing, but the proprietor
having failed, the place had been cutiup jnto
compartments and let’ 1o - bachelors or small

apparently intended as’ a sort of drawing-room.
It was in this' apartinent of henour that I,
after a few words of greeting from her hushand,
who added to the peculiarities of expression ob-
servable in the faces of his wife and son a more
decidedly scared look—vwas sapplied with pen,
ink, and paper, and entr&-ates uot to bother
about their troubles until T had got through my
own btasiness. ‘It is enough,’’ said Harriott,
‘¢ that we only bave you near us. I trust that
voumay pot be disturbed by anything you may
see. or hear until your task is completed.”

I'was soou abserbed in my work. Mrs. S,
busied with some fancy-work, occupying a sofa
placed balf within and half without the room,
the rim which formed the partition passing be-
neath its centre, the door being a wide one, and
when fully opened permitting a person sufficient
space to pass despite this obstruction.: - The boy
was seated on a stool near by, looking oversome
picture-book. - S. himself, so far as I' could
judge, being stretched upon the hearth-rog in
front of the fire. . ‘ o :
Some _haif-honr might - harve passed thus in
silence when I heard & exclaim ' in. an awe-
stricken’ voice; ** There it is agxin, Harrie.”
“ What, dear ¥' she asked. **The hand—up
there by the cornice-in’ the recess' by "the  fire-
place.” L - : :
Glancipg slyly at Mrs S, T'saw her turn seve-
ral degrees paler than before, while she rose, as
though ‘poverned by some kiod of fascination,
and approached the spot iudicated. 1 heard her
drag a chair aleng the carpet, and then mount
upen it. “** You are right,” she said, in thetone
of one whose suspicions are contirmed. ** I can-
not see'it. - | on{y know it is there by touching
i L S

. * What nonsense is all this ¥ eried I, rising
and breaking off my. work in the middle of a
septenice ;  *“ what morhid ‘ancies are’ you .in-
duolging 1 - If you do not resist them you will:
die, a prey. to your absurd hallucinations, ‘be-
cause you give way to the terror they inspire..
Have some sense ; exercise your reason.” .
. 4 Now for the test "’ she cried. - ** 1f yoncan.
neither 'see  por feel this  spectral hand that
hanuts us night’ and. . -day, then I will ‘disbe-.
lieve ‘even my own senses, and will seek - by
medicines and removal to other scenes’ and by
seeking fresh companionships:to gain. thetj‘hc,alyt[x

il be sensible to your sight or touch, what then
shall we'believe ¥ 0o "o o o RO
~While speaking she descend
the intensest excitement visible in every nerve,
and approached me slowly, “one hand was held
aloft, and by it she appeared.to-be dragming an
invisible something which foreibly resisted. -
+-**'There,’" she said, placing her hand- close to
wine, ‘*if you cannot gee, can you not at least
feel as 1 do?! . ey
i1 ‘grasped’ the . air.imwmediately on the other
side of herlittle hand,  No, it was ‘not air |-
ﬁrasped,- It 'was another -hand, shaped like .a
uman - hand; “bot’ hard and cold: }
‘Bbuddering at ‘the contdet 1 shook:it from . mo

beantifully formed-hand; cut off at'th
‘brokén off, but cut off, with s . sharply-defined

then] put ont myleft hand and canght it,

d-beif Llet it fall, Ldid not attem

effect-woul
It did not fa

unselfish nthje:;equ{zst' Wi

"} the contemp
1tom
L after all.- ‘lsn’t
w1 s

mada:of.: We'll ' break
with .a rerolver,.. or: 80 ,
don't ‘bother.~ T 'must”finish-this letter for the.
energy.
“Lsn wpressed shriek from_ 8. ; ;
wife's 5% [t i8 pressing its 'index: finger-on: my.
brow, just between the eyes, here. {t's hoavy
and “cold—~-oh, - freezing: cold?.
Heaven's sake-~pull it off 1"~

suppode; for I 'went on obstinately writin

Harriott had fallen backward fainting with fright
and exertion. ;
band. -1 rushed into: the room. .

strength, but the hideous foree raised me again
and again to a sitting posture.

clear frosty day, aud Caréy and the girls are

of mind which 1'have lost. . 1, on the contrary;

ed l'ro‘ui_k.lber cl:i;\it;“‘

~ ‘marble. |

into the air. Then f saw it; A small, white, | o -
the wrist, not

edge. A1 flung! it ‘upward with my " right

n- | hand it revolved several “timesin . the: air, and’

‘| threw it séven or eight times thus from’one hand:
to the other; and then, curious to .sees whiit' the

work, * ST
“Well, you 78~ gomething  fu it
gotodan'tiiv dreadinl ¢
i the “explanation |

't horrid 1

» some experiments -presently, re- |’
‘wo'll: gee: what' that concern™is |
,-or blow it to pieces.
. sowmething. -~ Meantime,

nail, ‘and 1 plied my pon . with' desporate |

gfwh;sli I was startled by.a

1was ‘stilll writin by
! te “called to his

Pull it off for

- Harriott tus

hed “to him and: commenced (1
: ; B) Ty
ing at:the wrist of ‘the. phantom, ".Tl%mt is
tter,” said "800 ¢ Keep polling Uidon't, ‘doun't

et go your hold 1 - Then camo & heavy fall.

<A terrible shriek from’ her hus-

410 tgall over,” lie said in " a hoarse whisper.

** Get up, you lazy beggar. s & delightful

waiting below- with the tandem and no end of
toboggans. Come, jump up! we'll have some
fine funt”

¢ Seedy, eh't Nightmare, wag ittt Well, 1
don't wonder. < Didn't [ tell you not tv mix
oysters and grog ¥ Let this be a lesson to you.
Drink Chablis, or sherry, if you will, ur, botter
still, drowu the bivalves in good, houest, trebls
X stout. . But, cocktalls and ‘saddlerocks !
Never! Never! Never!" - '
Ruobbing my eyes 1 discovered that Chatley
Goodfellow’s cold hand was gripping miuve and
shaking me awake. Upon the bed were some
sheets of paper covered with blots” and illegible
hierioglyphics which [ bad vainly endeavoured
to convert into copy for the C. 1N, on the pre.
vious evening, and by their side reclined a small
white hand of some ponderons substance, which
your humble servant ix in the habit of using as
a paperweight, . Mine itle lackrymee.

OUR CHESS COLUMN. .
Solutions to Probloms s
duly acknowicdged.

"% end in by Oorrupm‘dma

.. ...-TO CORRESPONDENTS.
JiW. 8., Moutreal—Papsrs to band. Man

Correct solation, received of Problem No. 307,

‘Stndent, Moalrenl, ~Correat solotian received of ¥ro-
blem No. 3t St L

y l?fan"l.

Tha uetlvily munifested in obrss cirnles ‘on both sides
of the Adanile at the neacent timn i vory sheering and wo
senture to predict thatthis aetivity willincrenss yoar by
yenr, and that the game will altiwatsly beconie an every:
day: amusement ‘fur 8ll. classen. ol soclety; * Every on.
thusisstlo chesspluyer will o something tovearts bring.
iug about such a wids epread appirectation of bis favorite
wame, but we mus: chielly look tochess cluby and shee
wrciaries as the menns of prodociog the greatest suceesa
in-this direction, and this leads us to 8k what xre we
tiexpect at thia ftting senson of the year from the apern.
tions of tha Canadisn Chess Associatlon b Wa sskad
s question of a similar natury some months aga, bt we
board no respoose from  those  who wery appainted 1o,
Jook, after:ihe interesta of the Amsoviatinn, and we now
repeat it. We have, inanswer io kind enquiries, repegt-
edly sald that wa betleve the Association ta stitl in exist,’
ente, but we have uo means of stating whars its vitality
will sext manites itselt . A President, Viee Prosideota,
Becretary and. Mavaging Committes haviog hiwn Ap
pointed, acoording 14 ita coustitutlun, we onght 20 know
what they parpose doing during the presant veason. We
stated soma montha ago that we hind been Infucined by a.
gentlemun who was preseat ot the Inst Ineating. of the
Association at Ottawa that a resolotion to the effset that
-8 meeting. shonld be beld at ' tlie-beginning of the yenr
1881 whs prssed by tha members thes prosant. - Snoli bu-
ing the case, tha carryiog out of this resolution mast de.
volv . apon those now in’ offics. . The bagianing of the
-year 1821 is-very near uow,-but Caundiat chiesspinyars,

we believe, bave heard nuthing whatever. of the next
meéting of the Aswociation, - . : L

7 In; the. Prench national-touranment, whioh bas fust
commenced, thare are (ml))rserm"cﬁmmumn.‘fur the
4 offered by Mo (ravy,  President of (he

abiie. -~ The prominent names are Mad

o Riviers and Rosanthal s

B ackeuzie, the. ¢~&nplon, as: wit un.
1. The American; arrived in 'Bi!tlmou“lul ¥
day eveniug, ou & vistt 1o the Bultimora. Chess As
tion, “A'largs and “enthusiuatic nssemblige . af “eheg
players wera xt the_ Assodintion's rooms i meet hi
aod the ‘evenlng wus pasted very
. oo pl:y was tadalged o, It has not.
a8 tg tha programme of pla
some of the gumnes baiwewn the champion a
MrirAlex, G Sellman: willicartalnly. o
fonday aod Taesdsy sveniogs. —Ralti

yo! been  definitaly

]
hg oppounentis

would eall < uno petite position,
& greal ma ter. > -

adopted is maore stylish nad &
Morply would bsre made,

S T W Y R S
Walie to play ami mnte dn twe moves.

S QAME 4301H,
Pluyed st Philadelphia on Priday, the

farvilies. . Entering the dour, which opened flush | *"It i% leading my spirit from e, aod it w m twern Capt. Muckmuzio nud Mr. Mations g
upon the street, we found ourselves in a small, | pers it will return for Philip. © If she is spared, White.m(Me, Martinee] - Ilkek. o (G
but neatly furnished, spartment, which had been | Ned,  take care - of ‘hier.-:1 bequeath her to |- L m’ K4 e e ‘_”"J.“',‘“,“",‘“"""“'*"
formed by dividing off a portion of a large room { you.' .~ L R o KKt B . "! K‘:"hi‘,: 4
by means of an unpainted wooden partition: A I'knelt’ horror-struck at his side and placed | 2 Brw Kes 3 Ktte B33
grooved rim of drab, so to speak, mn along the | my hand upon his heart, ‘which had coased to 4 zzt whi 4 BiaKe s
floor, up the walls and across the ceiling, in'| best” oo 707 L v T P::’QQ:,' 3 n AT

I which were wedged s series of thin planks, the | - Then 1 rove slowly, oppressed with'a name-{1. 7 Proua 7’ » :f; 5" :’f 4
right side of each beiug grooved to admit the | less “terror, - Something icy cold touched my B Blo R4 B Pro K
sharpened edge of its fellow. A door, also| right hand. The cold, hard fingers inxinuated “3‘ :!M“i‘!j:"‘ S Pyl
guiltless of paint, gave admittance through the | themselves into m{{mlm‘ then elosed uponmine | 11 P g 4 1‘10,' ",“h:"::‘ &
right extremity ‘of this pariition to the inside | with a vicedike clasp, - Resisting with all my | 12 Kitakes Q K1 14 Q takes Kt
room, which appeared to serve as the living | force, 1 fell back upon the sofa.  Coiling wmy | '3 “: ‘*"','5" 138w K3
room of the family, the front apartment being | left arm round the sofs head, 1 collected allmy | 13 k83, oA takes P

Mr. Martines has now nequired ahat La Bourdonuais

sl he Wandieg it e

5 BloK2
16. Kito Kt € :

B lakes I wine tha  xobange, bat the loe of play

* sl o tombivation ue

16, B takes It

np mh‘v B 17, P takes K¢
W R Ksg Rttt K5
1. to B3 . Rin K B g
20, B By 3, Ko 32
a, R takes Kt M. Qa2
N, Hw K

The Buishiog touch of & gum. H wust have been w
Bovel senaation te the Cuptais 1o be sn Invedantar y o
tributor to such a prodnotion., T
- . . LA Wi RO

9, Qo Kt 4 tch) and wine,

AR LLTTIONS,
Snlution ar Froblom A g, 30x;
\hite, Bliex
1. B K B4 1. Auy
2 Mntes ace

Se——

. Yolution ot i‘voMm !xn-l'qu#g PlayersNo, v,

WHITK, HLACK,
L P QBA I P e Q Ked
2. B R4 el by dis) . oK m;f:n
S B to B mates B :
PKOH(‘!’J(. FOR YOLNG PLAYERS, No. 5,
COWhite, R Biaek
Koatrsq : L
Rat QRud KatQ Ky
RatQ ReT S RatQ2
BWatER3 T Hat K we
KiatQs - ., TBRQN
e P'_awu QN7 Pawo st K 4

White to piay and mate in 1o moves.

THE COOK’S FRIEND

- BAKING POWDER

en HOUSBRROLI WOk inthe inod andisa
HOUSEHOLD NECESSITY

nsvery {awily whera Economyand Health are«iadied
“Rtin osed forraisisg all kinds of Bread, Ruils | fani
oakes Griddis Cakes, &o,, ko, andavmaliquantityused
in Ple Grust, Puddings, or niher Pastry, will cave haif
.thenonql;hprun!ng.nud ‘x‘n;kva:ho’(ood matodigestible

: THE COOK'S FRIEND

AV T N avescasers
S S I RAVER MONRBY,

For sale by storekeepersthroughoutihe Domiatew,

and w'holou{eh‘y the manufactnrar.
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T VLS2AR : i 58 Qollege Rireel
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