NATIONAL DEFENCES.
Tie war now progressing has taught the world several

ssony . amonyg the most important we include that of
lesso y b

the insufticieney of standing annies, and the utter worth.
lessness of permanent fortilications as national defences,
The standing army question, upon which, in former issnes,
we have enlorged, hus little interest for Canada, No 4
padian stalesman would ba mad snough 10 Propose o
stapding wemy for this country for other purpases than
those of police duty : or if b did the country evrtainly
would repudinte the schemies. At the presont time Loth
France and Prussin have censed 1o depend upon their
standing armies; they ind thewr chief relianee in what we
may call their trained militin,  In the war beiween the
Northern and Southern States the awme thing was made
manifest 1 a fow trained olbcers hraded the raw volun-

teers, and the war, instead of being one of army against [ England has confessed her want of faith in the effi
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army, was rather one of populace against populace.

1t
may be said that this was a necessity of the condlition of
the contestants; but when we find that, on the Prussian
sidey the Landwelr, and, on the side of France, the iwo
Lodies of (Fardes and the Francs-Tireurs, are regarded as
the last prop Lo sustain the honour of their respective
conntries, the conclusion is rational that standing armies
have lost their value.  The standing army of France, sup-
posed to have Lieen the most magnificent in the world,
melted awny before the advanee of the Prussian hordes :

i - . - Y
i Yot Franee did not yield: but, on the contrary, girded

up her loins for the struggle, as if only after her ©regu-
lars™ haed been all but annihilated did she know that war
wis upon her.  And Prussia owes her plethora of fighting
men, not to her standing army, but to the admirable de.
fensive orguniztion of the whole (German population.
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years extended to the volunteer movement; and Canada
bas proved on more than one oceasion the excellence,
especiully for defensive purposes, of citizen soldiery. The
present terrible war is again exhibiiing their merit:
Nearly all the armies of France, except that of dMarshal
Bazaine, and the few thousand regulars penned up her:
and there in fortified towns, are composed of *raw re
cruits,"-—of men who, up to six weeks or two months :ugo
were following the various avocations of civil life.  Yer
the military education they had previously received ren
dered them caszily moulded into well trained troops. whit-
their courage has more than made up for whatever <
military knowledge thev lacked. The lesson of the vs
on this head is thus mude plain.  Standing armie~ may
safely be reduced, provided the people receive militan
training; national defence must no longer be depender..
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INVESTITURE OF CANADIAN VOLUNTEER OFFICERS WITH 'THE . M. G.—Frov o SKETOM BY 0UR 0WN ApTisT,




