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SOME TRIUMPHS OF PLAIN WOMEN

Few women and fewer men would be inclined
to undervalue the gift of beauty in the weaker
sex. A weman without beauty is deprived of
her most potent influence over man, though
there may still remain to her the perhaps more
enduring powers of fascination of manner,

strength of will, and sweetness of disposition. |-

Yet it is often affirmed, with some appearance of
truth, that many of the women who have made
the greatest mark in the world have been plain
women.

There is, however, sucha diversity of opinion
with regard to beauty, no two people apparently
thinking alike, that it is not an easy matter to
decide who really have been plain women. Bio-
graphers are naturally chary of so describing a
living woman, and history abounds in conflict-
ing opinions on these points ; for example, by
some Joan of Arc was put down as plain, yet
Tennyson mentions her in his ¢ Dream of Fair
Women ' as *“ Joan of Arc, a light of ancient
France.” Mary Powell in one of her charming
works speaks of Margaret Roper as a *“ plain girl,
with changeful spirits,” but possibly as she grew
older she grew in beauty, or her charms may
have consisted of expression and grace of move-
ment, for Erasmus considered her beautiful.

As a rule, literary women have not been noted
for their personal charms, and amongst the
greatest triumphs of plain women are those of
the mind. Mrs. Fry, good as she was, had no
personal beauty to adorn her successful, honest
life ; nor had Hannah More, Miss Edgeworth,
Miss Mitford, Mrs. Hemans, or Mme. Guyon.
Of Mrs. Chapone we read from the pen of a con-
temporary that ¢‘she was full of good sense and
uncommon ugliness.” Charlotte Bronte’s pale,
plain face is often alluded to by her biographers ;
and Sappho was short of stature, swarthy, and
ungraceful.

“ Ink,” says Le Brun, ‘¢ ill becomes rosy fin-
gers ;” and, justly or not, studious women are
supposed to care little for the duties of wives or
mothers, or the vanities of dress, and this im-
pression has prevailed for centuries. The least
attractive girls in every circle are often the first
to marry, probably because they are less diffi-
cult to please than their more favored sisters ;
but'for all that, the richest fruits of life not
seldom come to their share, rather than to the

dair ones. That men, mostly swayed by beauty,

have now and then adored ungainly women, is
an historical and social fact. Voltaire's favorite
niece was as ugly as she was agreeable. Mme.
d’ Houdelot, the only woman Rousseau ever loved,
squinted, and was marked with small-pox, and
yet her friends dubbed her ¢¢ La Parfaite Julie.”
Ayesha, Mahomet’s favorite wife, was no beauty,
nor was Swift’s Vanissa.

Among women of exalted rank who have been
wanting in beauty are Margaret of Sweden ; Ma-
tilda, Empress of Germany ; and Christiana of
Sweden. Fulvia, wife of Antony, had few per-
sonal charms ; nor had Terentia, wife of Cicero,
1f one may trust to the majority of historians,
but most of these have found some admirers
among biographers. Neither Anne of Cleves nor
Catherine of Arragon were good looking, still for
awhile they swayed the fickle heart of their Blue-
Beard husband.  Queen Anne was a dowdy,
graceless woman in her best days. Cromwell’s
wife was plain.  When Queen Anne of Bohemia
came to Kngland as a bride, there was a pageant
at Cheapside of a castle with two towers, from
both sides of which ran fountains of wine ; and
we are told that the beautiful girls who blew gold
leaf in the faces of the king and queen caused
the plain bride to look plainer ; yet she made her
way in the good graces of king and people.

In France the gay and pleasure-loving plain
women have gained many laurels, Mme. de
Stael is a memorable instance, though no one
was more conscious of her personal defects. Even

- her name was adpowcr in itsclf. The great Napo-
leon condescended to be so jealous of her influ-
ence, that no persuasion would induce him to
allow her to return to France. Mlle. de Lespin-
asse, one of the most fascinating women of her
day, who exercised a marvellous influence on
those around her, was marked with small-pox.
Mme. Geoffrin was a plain woman. Mine. d’Epi-
nay was neither beautiful nor clever, but most
attractive. Mme. de Mailly was the plainest
woman of the Court. Maria Leczinski, daughter
of Stanislaus, King of Poland, wife of Louis XV.,
was good, but uninteresting ;; and that famous
Palatine princess, second wife of Philip, Duke of
Anjou, brother of Louis XV., and mother of the
Duke of Orleans, the regent during Louis XV.’s
minority—a woman who exercised more sway

-than any other of her time---was coarse of fea-
ture, and so ungainly that herlarge hands passed
into'a proverb. She was of masculine habits,
clinging to the customs of (ermany, and wore a
short close wig, like a man’s.

On the stage and in the concert-room many
plain women have triumphed ; for on the stage,
at all events, they can call to their aid costume,

paint, and other accessories to repair the defects

of nature. .

A notable instance of a plain and popular
singer occurs at the end of the seventeenth cen-
tury, when women first appeared on the stage,
men having previously taken their parts. Mar-
garita de I'Epine was a Tuscan by birth, and
tall, gaunt, and swarthy, with no winning soft-
ness of manner to make atonement ; yet, in spite
of this, she secured unbounded popularity by her
singing and good temper, though her riyal,
Katharine Tofts, whom she cordially hated, was
exceptionally beautiful. Her ugliness was_the
theme of many a squib ; and in England, where
she came with her German teacher, Herr Greber,
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she was called ““ Gireber's Pig.” She led a stain-
less life, though much courted, the Earl of Not-
tingham following her ahout as her shadow. She
eventually married Dr. Pepasch, a scientific
man, who called her Hecate on account of her
ugliness. They were very happy together ; she
continued her professional career, and he was
organist at the Charter-house. She never mas-
tered the English language but sang in her own
tongue while the rest of the characters of the
opera sang in English. 1t was through a favorite
parrot that she was somewhat cruelly apprised
when her voice was going. Threatening the
manager to resign on account of some trumpery
misunderstanding, he replied that he could well
spare her if she would send her feathered pupil.

Margherita Durastanté, a singer in Charles
I1.’s time, was a large, coarse, masculine woman,
but popularity itself. Her voice, a soprano,
found great favor with the Court—so much so,
that the King, the Princess, and Lady Bruce
stood sponsors to her child. The excitement to
hear her in the operas of ‘‘ Radaminto” and
““ Agrippina” was so great that $40 was paid
for a seat in the gallery.

An admirable instance of mind triumphing
over matter is the history of Martha de Rochois,
an exceedingly plain woman, both in face and
figure, brilliant eyes being her only redeeming
point.
and on the stage she was a queen. Her every
gesture was a study to conceal the effects of
nature. Her weak, misshappen body, and de-
formed arme, hidden by long sleeves, served her
in as good stead as those of Venice herself. She
earncd as much as 1,000 livres a year ; and when
her health gave way Louis XIV. granted her a
liberal pension. The Abhé de Chaulieu wrote
thirteen madrigals in her honor when she died.

Antoinette Clavell, a singer who did much
towards abolishing the anachronisms of stage
costume, achieved vast triumphs, though small,
thin, and fair, with an ungainly mouth, and bad,
shy manner. She wasa perfect actress, and wor-
shipped by her audience. One night she was
crowned on the stage, an honor never before
accorded to a singer ; and she met with an ova-
tion at Marseilles, the ladies of the town accom-
panying her to an illuminated pavillionin a gon-
dola, surrounded by hundreds of little boats,
she herself wearing a rich costume presented by
her Greek admirers. At the pavillion a piece
was performed composed in her honor. A ball
was given to her, couplets were sung of her, and
the people in their enthusiasm covered her car-
riage with wreaths of flowers when she departed.
She married Count d’Entraissiers, Secretary to
the French Embassy in Spain, and afterwards
in Russia, and Louis XVIII. gave her the Order
of St. Michael for saving an important folio.
Thus this plain, shy little woman, daughter of
an old soldier, became the queen of the opera,
wife of a diplomatist, and décorée.

Rosamund Pisaroni was plainness itself, and
vet acquired widespread fame. Marked with
small-pox, her voice for a time affected by the
disease, she fought bravely with misfortune, and
to such good purpose that on her, recovery, she
was ‘enthusiastically received in Paris, though
her lack of personal charms was so apparent that
a wit described the performance as ‘“the Para-
dise of the ear and the Inferno of the eye.”
Even at the acme of her fame, when she appear-
ed in ‘“Semiramide ” and with her back to the
audience exclaimed ¢ Eccomi alfin in Babilo-
nia,”’ the plaudits were deafening, but they
stopped instantly as her face was scen, changing
toa whisper of disappointment. Happily her
wonderful impersonation soon made them forget
her personal fajlings. She was painfully con-
scious of her defects, and when making heren-
gagement would send her portrait to the several
managers, with the intimation that she waseven
plainer than it portrayed her. Her artistic talent
and taste in dress triumphed in the end.

Mme. Mara’s history proves the adage that
truth is stranger than fiction. Of unprepossess-
ing physiognomy, short of stature, with large,
unsightly, irvegular teeth, and a bad actress,
her triumphs were manifold ; though she failed
in spite of her talents, her devoted affection,
and pleasant manner, to secure the affection of
her profligate, handsome husband.

She was'the".daughter of Johann Schmaling, a
musician. She developed her musical talents
early, and became an infant prodigy, playing
before the English King and elsewhere. Dr.
Harrington had her taught, and the Duchess of
Saxony greatly assisted her, as did Frederic the
Great, who made her Court singer, with £450 a
year. She married, in 1773, Jean Mara, a vio-
linist, against the advice of everybody ; and it
blighted her life, for he treated her with brutal
cruelty. At her native Hesse-Cassel the Grand
Duke sent for her between the parts of the per-
formance and kissed her forehead ; and Pfister
the preacher, on his dead-bed, said he should
die happy could he once more hear her sing. In
London, the fashionable world, headed by the
Prince of Wales, was at her feet. She was
equally honored in Venice, where a throne was
raised ‘on the stage, amidst a sea of clouds,
which opened to shower roses upon her. She
married a second time after her first husband’s
death ; and her latest triumphs were some com-
plimentary lines written to her by Goethe on her
eighty-third birthday.

Aniong other women who achieved profession-
al fame, in spite of the drawbacks of personal
defects, were- Anna Selina Storace, Madame
Shl:oeder Devrient, and Persiani—who was pale,
plain, and anxious looking, with no taste in

dress. A pretty story is told how once Malibran
at Naples introduced herself into her dressing-
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She was the greatest actress of her day, |.

NEWS.

room before a performance, and arranged her
abundant tresses so as to develop the few charms
she had. Still she, like many others, overcame
the defects of person by her character and talents,
throwing a brilliant mind into a face that might
lack regularity of feature and ofher tramsitory
charms. What triumphs can a plain woman
attain equal to this?

ARDEN Horr.

BULWER AND TENNYSON.

Mr. Tennyson contributed one, and only one,
poem to the columns of Punch. It is a notable
work, and will, no doubt, make a curious chapter
in the next great book on ** The Amenities of
English Literature.’”” Behind the anonymous
shield of ¢ The New Timon,”’ the late Lord
Lytton delivered himself of the following scath-
ing attack on Tennyson :—

‘* Not mine, not mine (O, muse forbid !) the boon
Of borrowed notes, the mock-hird's modish tune,
The jingling medley of purloined conceits
Out-babying Wordsworth, and out-glittering Keats,
‘Where all theairs of patch-work pastoral chime
To drown the ears in Tennysonian rhyme.

* * x * x> * *

Let school-miss Alfred vent her chaste delight

On darling little rooms, so warm and light ;

Chant ‘I am weary’ in infections strain,

And * catch the blue-fly singing in the pane :

Though praised by critics, and adored by Blues,
Though Peel with pudding plums the puling muse ;
Though Theban taste the Saxon purse controls,

And pensions Tennyson, while starves a Knowles.”

Mr. Punch had a word or two to say on behalf
of Tennyson, and said what he had to say
epigramnatically and well :—

THE NEW TIMON AND ALFRED TENNYSON'S PENSION.

‘' Won've seen a lordly mastiff’s port,
Bearing in calm, contemptuous sort,
The snarls of some o'erpetted pup,
‘Who grudges him his ‘ bitand sup.’

8o stands the bard of Locksley Hal), \
‘While puny darts around him fall,

Tipp'd with what Timon takes for venom :
He's the mastiff, Tim the Blenheim.”

Mr. Tennyson, with his twoe hundred pounds
a year just granted to him, was furious. En-
couraged by the sympathy of Punch, the poetic
sage produced a reply, w{ich was signed Alci-
biades, printed under the title of *‘The New
Timon and the Poet. >  The following lines from
the string of personal verses are sufficient to do
Jjustice to the muse’s sting :—

And what- with spites, and what with fears,
You cannot leta body be;
. It's always ringing in your ears—
They call this man as great as me !

‘What profits now to understand
The merits of a spotless shirt—
- ‘A-dapper boot—a little hand—
‘When half the little soul'is dirt ¢

You talk of tinsel ! why, we see

01d marks of rouge upon your cheeks.
You prate of Nature. You are he

That split his life upon the cliques.

A Timon you! Nay, nay. for shame ;
It looks too arrogant a jest—

The fierce old man to tuke his name.
You bandbox ! Off, and let him rest.”

And thus the battleended. It was too furious
to last.

UNLIMITED REMEDIAL
RESOURCES.

People sometimes suppose that Dr. Pierce’s
Family Medicines represent the entire extent of
his resources for curing disease. This is an error.
Experience i»roved that while the Golden Medical
Discovery, Favorite Prescription, Pleasint Pur-
gative Pellets, Compound Extract of Smart-
Weed, and Dr. Sage’s Catarrh Remedy, would,
if faithfully used, cure a large variety of chronic
cofnplaints, there would be here and there a case
which, from its severity, or from its complication
with other disorders, would resist their action.
These exceptional cases required a thorough
examination into their symptoms, to ascertain
the exact nature and extent of the disease or
diseases under which the patient was laboring,
and the use of specific remedies to meet and
overcome thesame. This led to the establish-
mentof the World's Dispensary, at Buffalo, N.Y.,
with its Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons,
each of whom is skilled in the treatment of
chrogjc disorders in general and those belonging
to his own special department in particular. To
one is assigned diseases of the throat and lungs ;
to another, diseases of the kidneys and urogenital
organs ; to another, diseases of the digestive
system ; to another, discases of the nervous
system ; and to another, diseases of the eye and
ear. Thus the highest degree of perfection in
medicine and surgery is attained. The establish-
ment of this institution enables the Doctor to
meet.a long-felt want in the treatment of the
more severe chronic affections. By a careful
consideration of the symptoms as givenin writing,
he successfully treats thousands of cases at their
homes. Others visit the Dispensary in person.

ing affections are thus placed at the disposal of
every patient, and those on whom the pro-
prietary medicines do not have the desired effect
can procure a more thorough and efficient course

\ the

by a personal application to the proprietor of
“?oﬂd s Dispensary.

The amplest resources for the treatment of linger- |

OUR CHESS COLUMN.

I8 Solutions to Problems sent in by Correspondent

will be duly acknowledged
TO CORRESPONDENTS

M. J. M., Quebec.—Your letter containing rematks on
problem No. 48 received, and shall be attended to. The
probiem is rightly set up.
PROBLEM No. 52.
By M. J. MURPHY.
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White to play and matein three moves.
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GAME 63rD.

Played recently in the match between Mesxrs. Zukertort
and Potter.

(Irregular opening.)
WHITE.—(Mr. Pottar.) BLACK.—(Mr. Zukertort.)

1. P to Q4th P to Q 4th
2. P to K Kt 3rd (a) Kt to K'B 3rd
3. Bto Kt 2nd Pto Kk &id
4. P t0 Q B3rd Pto Q Kt 3rd
5. PtoK B 3rd (b) B to Kt 2ud
6. Ktto K R 3rd P to QB 4th
7. Ktio B 2nd Ktto Q I} 3rd
8. B to K Kt 5th B to K 2nd (¢)
9. Pto K 3rd Castles
10. B takes Kt Btakas B
11. P to K B 4th P takes P
12. B P takes P "RtoQBsq
13. Pto Q R 3rd B to R 3rd
14. Kt to Q 2nd (d) Ktto R 4th
15. Bto K Bsq B takes B
16. K takes B Q to Q 2nd
17. K to Kt 2nd R to Q B 2nd
18. Rto K sq KR toBsq
19. R to K 2n Q te Kt 4th
20. P to Q Kt 4th (e) Kt to Kt 2nd
21. R to Q Kt sq R to B 7th
22. K to B 3rd Kt to Q 3rd
23. RtoQR Kt to K B 4th
24. P to K Kt 4th Kt takes K P (f)
25. R takes Kt B takes P
26. R to K 2nd B takes Q R
27. Q takes B QR to B 6th (¢h)
28. R to K3rd P to Q 5th
29. R takes R R takes R (ch)
30. K to Kt 2nd Q to B 3rd (ch)
31. Q Kt to K 4th Pto KB 4th
32, P takes P P takes P
33. Q to R 2nd (ch) R to B 5th
34, K to Kt 3rd P takes Kt
35, Kt takes P K to B sq
36. Kt to Kt 5th PtoK R3rd
37. Kt to B 3rd R to Q Bith
And White resigued.

NOTES.

(@) A good reply when Black plays for his first move
P to K B 4th. but not to be commended in the present
circumstances. .

(b) This is played in a poor style, which is very un-
likely to answer agrinst a player of Mr Zukertort's
readiness and accuracy.

(¢( Thus early in the opening Black has obtained an
uunquestionable superiority.

(d) He onght to have played B to K B &q at ounce.

(¢) Driving the Kt to the Square where Black intended
to play him.

(f) Well conceived. The whole of the game is played
by Mr. Zukertort in his best style.

GAME 64TH.
A lively skirmish played some years ago, in England,
between two players of a Provincial Chess Club.

WHITE. BLACK.
1. P to K 4th P to K 4th
2. K Bto QB 4th 10 K B 4th (a)
3 K Btukes Kt R takes B
4. P takes P to Q 4th
5. Q to K R 5th (ch) P to K Kt 3rd
6. P takes P R takes P
7. K Ktto B3rd Q B to K Kt 5th
8. Q tukes R P Qto K B 3rd
9. Pto Q3rd P to K 5th
10. Q P takes K P P takes P
11. K Ktto R 4th R 1o K Kt 2nd
12. Q to R 6th R to Q 2ua

And White resigned
(a) The stadent wiil find this defence unalysed at
great length in a T'reatise published by Mr. Lewis some
years ago.

SOLUTIONS.
Solutionof Problem No. 50,
MEYER.

‘WHITE.

1. Bto R 2nd
2. Mates ace.

BLACK.
1. Aunything.

Solution of Problem for Foung Players,
No.49.
WHITE
1. Kt to Q 4th
2. Kt to Q B 6th (ch)
3. Kt to Q Kt 5th
Kt toQ B 7th. mate

BLACK
L. PtoK R7th
2 KtoQR
3. P Queens.

PROBLEMS FOR YOUNG PLAYERS.

No. 50.
WHITE. BLACK.
Kat K sq Kat Q B3nl
RatQ Kt sq Rat Q 7th
RatK 7th RatK R 7th
Kt at Q Kt 5th Baut Q Ktird
P at Q B 4th, and Pawns at K 6th Q 3rd
K 6th. and Q B 4th

‘White to move and mate in two moves.




