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CHAPTER XXII.-(Cotiued.)

" I aill leave it to events t answer that
question," he sad.l" You will not have lion-
to wait. In the meantime, I have putouvon un
your guard." He stooped, and spoke hais nxt
words earnestly, close at ber ear. a" Hold ft t
by the admirable courage which vor have
shown thus far," lie went on. -a Sifi'r any-
thing, rather than sufTer the degradation of
vouirself. Be the woman whoi I once spoke
of-the womaun I still have in my ianid-who
can nobly reveal the noble nature that is in
her. And never forget this-my faith in yo
is as firn as ever !"

She looked at im proudly and gratefully.
I I am pledged to justify your faillu in me,"-

she salid. "I have put it onut of my own power
to yield. Horace lias my promise that 1will
explain everything to him, in this roomu.

Julian started.
S Has Horace himself asked it of you ?" lie

inquired. a" 1h, at least, has no suspicion of
the truith."

" Horace has appealed to my duty toi him
as his betrothed wife" she answered. "1He
bas the first clailu to my conideuce-he re-
sents rny silence, and he hais a rigt to resent.
il. Terrible as it will be to open lhis eyes to
the truth, I must do i if he asks me."

She was looking at Jnlian wil-le she spoke.
The old longing to associate with the hard
trial of the confession the onte man who liai
felt for her, andI believed in ber, revived unier
another form. If she could iily knîov, whilc
she was saying the fatal words to Horace, that
Julian was lisienuing tooe she would be en-
couraged to meet the worst that could happen !
As the idea cTossed ier minîd, she observed
that Jnlian was looking totwards the door
through which they had latt'ly passed. In an
instant shu saw the means to lier end. Ilardl
waiting to htar the few kind expressions ut
sympathy and approval which ihe addressed to
ber, :he binted timidly at the proposai which
she had now to rrake tu him.

I Are you going b'ack ito the next rou ?"
she askld.

SNot if you object to il," ha replied.
a I don't object. I want you to go there."

After Horace lias joined yon ?'
Yes. After Horace has joined me."

a Do you wish to see nie when it is over ?"
Sine smmoned ber resolution, and told lim

frankly what she lhad in lier minid.
Ir want yoitu be near me aiwhile, I am

speaking to Horace," she said. I Iwill give
me courage if I eau feel that I am speaking
to you as well as t him. I eau count on yir
sympathy-and sympathy is s'a precions tu me
now ! Am I asking too uu h, if I ask you to
leave the door unclosed, whenî youu go back to
the dining-roomn? Think oftthe dretadfut trial
-to hin as wel as to me I arn on] nla
woman ; I am afraid I may sink uderit, if I
have no friend near me. And I have no friend
but you."

In those simple words sbe tried ber powers
of persuasion on him for the lirst time.

Bei ween perplexity and listress,.Julian was,
for the moment, at a loss how to answer lier.
The love for Mercy wich he dared not ac-
knowledge, was as vital a feeling in, laina as
th: faith in lier whichlie had been free to
avow. To refuse anything that sie asked of
him in ber sore need-and, more even than
that, to refuse to hear the confession which it
bad been ber first impulse to make to hir-
these were cruel sacrifices to is sense of what
was due to Horace and of what was dutie to
himself. But shrink as be might, even fraînm
the appearance of deserting ber, it was im pos-
eible for him (except under a reserve which
was almost equivalent to alenial) to grant
ber request.

"Ail that I can do, I will do," lie said.
"The door shall be left unclosed, ai I will
remain in the next room, on this condition-
that Horace knowt of it as well as you. I
should be unworthy of your confidence iinie
if I consented to be a listeiter on any other
teris. You understand that, I a sure, as
well as 1 do."

She had never thought of ber proposal to
bin in this lighît. Womaanlike, she had
thoughît of nothing but the couifort of having
him ti-ar ber. She understood ita now. A
faint tlush of shame ruse on lier pale cheeks,
as she tbanked hin. He delicately r.elievedt
her from her embarraisment by putting a
question which naturally occurred under the
circuinstances

" Where il Iorace ail this time ?" h iask ed.
' Whîy is he not liere t?

"l He has been called away," she answered,
" by a message fron Lady Janet.

The reply more tian astonished Julian; it

sceemied almost to alarm him. lie retririned to
Mercy's chair ;lhe said to lier eagerly, ai"Are
voi sure ?"

'ý•' Ilorace imiisielf told me that Laady Janet
haid insisted on seeing him."

aa Whîen ?"~
a Not long ago. lie asked me to wait ,for

him here, w h 'ile he went upstairs."
Jutlian's face darkened ominously.

' 'his confirims ny worst feirs," bu said.
a lave yiuihai tan' comunititîclauion vith Lady
Janîet ?"

Mercy replied by showing hi ihis aunt's
not'. le rtiad it carefiully throuigh.

I Did I not tel yoiu," lie sait, I"that she
wouldi tind om excuse for refusing tol hear
your confe sin ? Ste beins by delaying it,
siiply tu gain tinie, for somrîething else whichi
she lias it in lier inid tu do. When did vou
rec'ive this note ? Sooni rafter yoi went uîp-
stairs ?"

l A bout ta quarter of an ehour after, as well
as I can guess."

I Do yout know what happened down here,
after voi left is"

. liorace told nie that Lady Janet had offered
Miss Roseberry the use of lier boudoir."

ae An more ?"
a1 lle said that you had shown iher the way

to the roomi."
a Did ha tell you what happened after that ?"

a. Tieni 1 must tell your. If I 'ar do noth-
ing mure in this serionu state of things, I cari

at etast prevent your being taken by surprise.
In thie ira place, it is riglh your should know
that I thad a motive for aecompanying Miss
Roseberry to lte boudoir. I was antxiousi ( for
y(ur ak' tao make some appeal to ber butter
self-if sie had any btter self tu address. t
own I uadt doubts of my success-juging by
wat I lthad already seen of lier. My doubts
vere conrtiediiî' lin the ordinary intercourse

of life, I should merely have thougit ber a
counonplacei uinturesting woman. Seeing
her as I w lier whil' we were alone-in
other words'. pentratiig below thle surface-
I have never, in all my sad experience, met
witi suci a iplsi narrow, main, and low
nature as hers. Undaerstandiug, as -he could
nlot fail to io. what tie sideni change in Lady
Jat er's Ilhavior towads lier raIly imnut,
her onie idea was to take the crruellest possible
avantg' of it. So far front feelingu any con-

sideration fair you, she was only additionatlly'
e:nlbittered taowards you. She prot'sted
againîst youaar being peruiitted to claim the
merit Of placing her in lier right oIsaaition
here, by your ow'n voluntary avowal if the
truth. Shie insisted on publicly denounncinig
youii, and u forcing Lady Janet to dismiss
yo, iiiniair, lefore the 'whole hoseol I
" Now I can lhave ny revenge !1At last Lat'
Janet is afraid of me!>"'Those were her own
wordsz-- am aliost tashtantoi ruerpeat tihuem
-those, on iy loinour, were hter owni woris 1

Every posible humiliation to be hapal on
y'A ; i otidea'n to be shown ftr Ltaiy
Jant ' age ani Lai' Jtanet's position ; nothin.g,
abolutsnreîly nothing, t be allwe'd lo interfire
vith Miss fliosberry's vengeance and Miss
Rosbearays triuimph ! There is this woman's
shtameles view tofwhat islie tl her, ais
stated lb-y herself in the Ipaieit tm1s. I kept
niy tentper ;1I did all I couli to bring lier to
a be'tter frame or mind, I might as well have
pleadad--[ wo't sayi' withi aSav'tage.stavages
are sometimes accessible to rureonstrance, if
you knoa ihow to teach thern-I niight as
well have pleaded wiilt a hungry ananial to
abstain froni eating while food was within itI
reach. I ihai just given up the hopeless effort
lu digust; when LLady Janet's maid appetared

ithl a message for Mi ts Roseberry fron lier
mistress: N My lady's compliments, ma'ann,
and shI will be glad toa see you at youreîaliest
convenlience in lier rmii.'"

Arnother surprise ! Grace Roseberry inviteda
to ara interview with Lady Janet !It woild
have- bei irnplossiblte to believe il, if Julian
hadl not heard the invitation given with bis
own atars.

e She instantly ruse," JUlianl proceedel.
a 1 won't keep lier ladyship waiting a io.

aminit,' shc said ; i show me th' way ' She
signed to the aitid to go unt of tlie room firt,
and thin turned round and spoke tu me froin
lhe door. il desîpair of d'scribing hie insolent

uxiiltation oft i'r ianiner-I can onfly reeat
lier words: ' Thiis is exactly what I waited !
1 haldintended0 l insist on seeing Laly
.Janet: ahe saves me the trouble ; I am in-
finitely obligld to her.' With that, aie
noddied to, me, and cosed the door. I have
not seen lier, and I have not heard of hi'r,
since. For all I know, she tnay be still with
my annlit, and lorace ruay have foundl her
tliere when ( he entered the room."

I' Wiiat Cal LadyJanethave to say to lier?"
lercy a cad eerly.

ai Itis iuimossitle even to guess. Wlhen yu
foaund me itn ltthe dining-room I waai consider-
ing that very aluestion. I cannot imagine
that any neutral ground can rexist, on which
IL is possible for Lady Jant and thisa woman
to mleet. In lier lresenit frame of mind, Mlhe
will in all probabiIity iinult Lay vJanet be-
fore she huas benlive minirtes ti thlr ru! I
own I am completelv pizzleiTl. 'ihe une cor-
clusion I canî arrive art is, that the nlote whichî
my aallt sent to yOu, the private interview
witil Miss itieberry which las followed, and

the sumiîons to Ilorace which lias succueded
in its turn, are ail links li the saie chiln of
events, and are ail tending to that renewed
t.emuptation against which I have already
warned voit."

Mercy held up ber hand for silence. She
looked towards the door that openeil on the
hall ; had she heard a footstep ouîtside 7 No.
Ail was still. Not a sigu yet of 1lorace's re-
turn.

" Oh !" she exclained, i what would I not
give to know what is going on up-stairs ?"

I Yoi will soon know it now," said Julian.
i It is impossible that our present uincertainty
can last nuch longer."

lie turned away, intending to go back to
the room in which she had found him. Look-
ing at lier situation fron a mai's point of
view, he naturally assimied that the best ser-
vice he coild now renier to Mercy would bu
to leave lier to prepare lierself for the inter-
view with Ilorace. Before bli had taken three
steps away fronm lier, she slowed him the dif-
fereice between the womn's point of view
and the man's. The idea of considering be-
forehand what she shouîld say never entered
her mined. Il her horror of being lett lby ber-
self at that critical momerit, she forgot every
other consideration. Even the warning ru-
membrance of lorace's jealous distrust of
Julian passed away from lier, for thei roment,
as completely as if it never hid a place in lier
memiory. " Don't leave ne !" she criedl. " I
can't wyait here alone. Cone back-comue
back !'

She rose impulsively, while she spoke, as
if to follow hlim into the dininîg-room, if lie
persisted in leaving her.

A moneritary expression of doubt crossed
Jiulian's. face as lie retraced his steps and
signied to lier to be seated again. Could she
lie depeided on (lie asked liiniiself) to sustain,
the couing test ofl her resoltution, wlhen sle
had not courage enouhi to wait for events in
a roorn by herself? Julian had vet to learn
that a voruan's courage rises with the great-
ness of the emergency. Ask ber to accom-
pany yoru through a field in whicli soie harmn-
less cattle happei to be grazing, and it is
douItful, il niie cases out of tn, if she will
do it. Ask lier, as one of the passengers in a
ship on lire, to he lp in sctting an example ot
cornpostre to bthe rest, ani it is certain, in
nine cases out of ten, that she will do it. As
soon as J ai ulian had takenl a chair eiar lier,
Mercy was cali agaiu.

" Are you sure of your resolution ?" lie
asked.

Il I an certain of it," she answered, " as
lonr as you diont leave rme bv inyself."

l'he talak between themle dropapet ther.'.
Thev sat together, in silence, vith thir ryes
fixed on the door, waiting for florace to comte
in.

After the lape t a few minutes, tlheir at-
tention was attracted by a sround outside in
the rrounds. A carriage ut sofme sort was
p laiinly al uible, aplproacliing the house,

The carriage stopped ; the bell rang tie
front door was openged. liad a visitor arrivel ?
No voice coul tbe heardi making inqniries.
No fotste'ps lnbt the servant's footsteps crosseid
the hall. A long pause fillowed ; the carriat'e
remliaining at the door lnst.tadl of bringing
some" 0one to the house, it had apparenîtly ar-
rived to take sotne une away.

The next evenît was the retur tof the ser-
vaut to th front door. Thley liistened again.
Again, no second footstep was ucdible. The
dfoor was closed ; the servant recrossed the
hall ; the carriage was idriven away. Juidginig
by sounids alone, nu one had arrived at the
houîse, and no one hadl left the hlouse.

Juliai looked at Mercy. "lDo vo under-
stand lthis ?" he a sked.

She silenitly slook helir head.
I If any eirso hlas gone aavtay in the car-

rinage," Julian went on, " tlhat person cari
hartly have been a mari, or we muist have
heard hif in the hall."

The conclusion which lier compailon had
just drawn frorn the rioiseless departure of the
supposed viaiîtor, raised a suddcu doulit in
Mercy's mind.

" Go and inquire !" she said eagerly.
Jullian left the room ; and returned again,

after a brief absence, with signs of grave
anxiety in his face and manner.

S1i told, yonl I dreaded the most trifling
events that were passing about us,"' he sald.
" An event, which li far from being triling,
huas just happened. The carriage wliclh we
lieard approaching along the drive turns ont
to have been a cab sent for from.the houise.
Thu person who bia gone away in it -"

Id a womanî, as you sulpposed 7?"
'Yes."

Mercy rose excitedly frorn ber chair.
"It can't be Grace Roseberry ?" she ex-

clainmed.
It is 0 race Roseberry."

'l Ias shm gone away alonrc ?"
" Alone-after an interview with Lady

Janet."
" Did she go willingly 7"

She herself sent the servant for the cab."
" What does it mieanV ?

It is useless to imuinire. Wu salil soon
know.

They resumnîed their seats waiting, as they
hil waited alrealy, with thiur eyUs on ithe
library dour.

CHAIPTERl XXIIl.

LADY JANET AT lAT.

'Thu iarrative leaves Jlian ndi iMercy for
a whil, and, aseeniing to th, lupper regiOn
of the house, follows tle marci of events ldi
Lady Janet's rouoin.

The maid liai delivered lier mistreîs's note
to Mercy, and liat gorne away again hlier
second errand to Grace iRtosberry iln ti,. hoi.
doir. Lady Janet vas seiaited it ber writin-.
table, waiting for the aparaivanaiilce Of tlt wo.
man whomi she liai stnimiioinel to lier pare-
senlce A single hbun'lni iudi its mllligt
over thel books, pictires, aini abulstis r.u1nai lier
leaving the farther end tilhe romin, in lwhich il
the be<1 was placed, almost lst in obtirity.
The works of art were ail portraits ; the bloo4'
wvere ail presentaxtion copies from the tith.r.
It was Lady Jlanet's tfancy to aI1ssochut,. lier
bedroom with inemnoriais of LI ' thi' v'tarious lier-
sons whomu she lad known in the longu couaars,
of her life-all of ttlieu mor' r les lstin-
guishlei ; imlodt of then, by this tinie, atht.tlitd
with the dead.

She sat near lier writing tablate, ly tingIack
lu lier easa chair-thle ivin ralationi f th,.
picture which Jililan's dtecriptiIn hil lraw
lier vyies were fixel un a aphotogzraphi li
ness of Merey, which ws so rai.tn poan
little gilt casel as to enable ler t.o cntr-
plate it lnuner the ful h iglit of theI lIaim. Thel
briglit mobile oli face was stranel nIî sal
changeai. The taro w was d u xed ; the i ou
vas rigid ; the whole farce woublal lha''v een
like a mask, mouldedi in tlu ha irt frmIs if
passive resitiicti il siuppre rae, bt
lor the light and life sttill ihrowi o'v'r it bv
ti eyes, 'There% vas ineithing unttrr.Ly
touching in the k euii huiigtringr i tn i rn.,e.I
of the look which the y ixedîl on tha'' ,Irtrait.
intensiluid bty an uind'.erlyinig exjrvssi-n of
fond and jatient rejaroah. Tri' d r
which Juliain so wisely dre d was in t!,
rest of the face; thi lt ove wlhi l lle ha isi
truly describ led rwaas in the e' - aîl.,o. 7'
still spoke of the cruelly-profaii- 1 fa tin
which had been the onte immi aba joy,
the one inexhaustile hope, fiiJ a .1 J 'r

closing life. The bro lw expre tî n.thing
but lier obstinatdetrnmntion ti stn biyv
tht wreck tf that j'îy, to. reki Ili thdi1,wi
asiles of that hope. 'h lips wert'. to el-
iiueint f lier utîinching re'oltin to n
the lttef i prescrit and tI a' thé - r
past. -\lV iidol miay bu hattered, lut nn
of youI shail knîiw it. t theiiI marhe of
discovery; I extitguisi thelit lIhtI of truth1
amti de'af to yoir words, I 1aia finid t o
prooaifs, At seveity years i, mya' idliii y
lif. It shall bC ma iHo still."

The'. i silene ini the bd-Iroom ws birkn
a iiiurmriru ng ot wmnii'cis vioi su ntml* th
door,

Lady Jainet instantly ridhrefi h
chair, and snatchedt tei photrah f the
case Ste laid th portrai t fai. bi na'i ar

amonguîk somei, p.apers iin tha' tabla--t ta t abîr't-
ly chiangedi lier mindai, andi lhId it muin the~10
thick fois tf laci, w'ich cilithd la r nk
and biioiu. Ther avs a wrbl ao I.- in th-
action itself. and in thi' uddenIi- rftt if
the eye whicih accinnied t. 'Th .nxt
iioment Ldy J'rnîet's uiiamsk WLs on. AnY
siulperticial oiservr vali, h ail Sil I' t.ir n, ,

would hîavesaid, This is a haui wa'i'it
Thei loor waas pnd Iby tih mait. iGrace

Rostaberry entered thro.
She advanced rilaidlv. with a tiat a-r-

ance in ler iiranr, uan I a lfty 'arria2e

lier head. Se s'a down in th.e hair to which

Lady JaneFtît tsile'ntl' pointed', withi a thmiip

she returned- Lady :ta rav -ow witi a

nod and a srmile. Ev'ry mv m,''tnt anrvar

look of the littIe, w'rU wit Sl-ac'. "h bily-
dressed womai expresi in-i'n trriph,

and sai, as if in wrd, a ' My turn hna ni'
" A am gaul t la it On yo,(,r lasip"she'

began, vitout iiving Liiy' l i ppr-J m
tuuity of peakirnz nirstI 1a 'i I hii

havffut it my luty to r.iqist an ittrvi,

if yOu liad iot sent vour i:aid to iivit' mIi u1ip
hier"."

You woulid liav falt it yoIur duruv to r"-
qu'st an in iterviw ?" Lady Janet pated
very q iuietly. aaWhl y ?"

The ton e n whl ihi Ithat One biuat awo.rd wa4
spoken eniarrased Grae at, the tit. It
established ;tas graat a is ce but IVenaI i
Janeat andi lierselfa if she hail ib-ea tlt i
lier chair aindl conîveyedal bodily tao thi Other
nd of the room.
II aistiurlprisd( that vour lalyslip shIuld

not understanid M, sIe said, struggilin to
conceal lher confusion. Epei lifter
your kind offer Of your ow biodir."

Lady Janet reinet d pcljrf-ctly ruuaitmvail.
1 I du nior underanad yoau," shie an'ri, just

as qui;'tly as ever.
Grace's temper came to ler aistatn" SlIe

recovered Lthe asurane i ha miiarked
hier lrat appearane on the rai'.

SIlntait case,'' sh' resumed-, taitl .rnter
nto particulara, ia j'imi'e to , [ an

place baut ontI interpretation an a et.raor-
diiary change iu yoir ladysihip's nili'ur to
niai m lownistair. 'Tle oeI)Iqlttiuc it fliait taabiiun-i
aile wa'ini lias, at hait, p'nd yaur ey'' LiO
th idecption tat lihs ben pratii on yo
For aonm reastion of your own, hover yi
havei nuot yet 'oIasna toI rcgni m jp y
l l thlis spainfiul poiioni somthin i; i u l t
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