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TIa the population for 1881 ar inclu-
ded 1,144 persons who refuse ta stato
thei' creed. We sec the gr'atifyinîg fact
that wlith a loss of population in the de-
cade ofi miore thani a quarter ofa million,
an emigraltion of 622,080 persons, at
Ieast eighty per cent. of wioi evre
Catholics, and several years of savere
tiail aiid distress, the Faith of St. Pat-'
riek las held its oii in Ireland, its rel-
ative status being the same as in 1S71.
Ii fiat, the three lcading denominations
romain without niaterial alteration;
save that some of the imembers of the

isestablished Chlich have gone over
te afethodism and other sects. Con-
naught, for gencrations the recruiting
gruand of the Protestant inissionar'ies,
Iho i'eported cotveisions by myriads,
lias lost about 10,000 Protestants since
1861, so thiat the Ceisus Rfeturniîs ought
te close foi-ever the Cars and purses
of the credulous againîst tha prosalyti-
sers who boasted of their success on that
seaboard.

ADVANTAGE OF SPEAKING
TRUTi.

ThEGIAoE wvas a distinguisled Arab-
ian warrior, but ferocious and cruel.
Among a number of prisouers whoin lie
iad, condeined to death there was amie
who having obtained a moment's au-
dience, said : "You ought, sir, ta par-
don me, because the day wvhen Abdar-
rhanan was cursing you I r'epreasentoLad
to him that he vas wrong, and over
since that time I lost his friendship: "
IReginge asked if he had any wvitnesses
of his Iaving dlone this; and the soldier
mentioied another' prisonar, who wns
about likewise .to suffer dcath. The
prisoner was called snd int'irrogated,
and having confirmed the fact, Hiogiage
granted the first hiq pardon.. He thn
asked the witness if he had likowise ta-
ken his. part against Abdarihaman
but lie still r'especting truth, ansivered:
i< No; he did not consider it bis duty so

to do. " leginge, notwithstanding his
ferocity, was striuck with the prisoners
greatiness of solti. Wel, '" said hec, af-'
ter a moieit's pause, "suppo.e I were
to grant you 1lfe anl;liberty, should you
stiIl be my nenmy ? " " No, " said the

prisoner'. "That is enough, " said Heg.
iage, "your bare word is suflicient;
you have given undoubted proofofyour
love for truth . Go, prescive the life
which is less dear to you than olinor
and sincerity your liberty is the just
rcward of your' virtue.

THE WISE MAN AND
THE FOOL.

A TA LE OF TUE FIRST B.ALF OF THE
19TH CENTURY.

(From the French.)

CHAPTE R III.
Tur POPE AND rTE OLfl PIEDoNTESX.

Piedmont and Tarin hadnever before
behcld a triumph such as the policy of
Napoleon permitted and thepietyofthe
Piedmontese prepared for Pius VII.
Scarcely had the august travell'r set
foot in the territory of the 27th divisioa
(as the subalpine provinces Nvere at
that time called) cre the civil and miii-
tary oflicers hîastenîed ta offer their re-
spects. In whatever city' the.Holy
Father arrived he wvas duly received
and addi·cssed by the bishops, the
generals comnmanding and by the pre-
fccts. The concourse of people was
immense, His arrival and his depar-
ture were announced by the discharge
of artillery, and the joyous voices of, ill
the steeples. A moving spectacle met
the eye all along the road froanillage
ta village; right and loft the faithfli
had formed in line, as in the streets of a
largo city on a lestival day, and that, as
well by night as by day, for the dark-
ness of' the night was lit up by many
torches, and lamps and candles. On the
papal route, the smallest villac became
a populous city : the militia from. àe
surrounding dountry ývas there in ful
uniform the magistrates in their robes,
the clergyin choir, and the confraterni-
tics with their distinctive badges. It
was no local gatheriîîg but, a gencral
nmovement of the vhole popultation,
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