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Evoryday Tosting of Drugs and
Chemicals.

—

BY ALBERT SUAW DENHAM, LECTURER IN
THE BRISBANE COLLEGE OF PIIARMACY.

Darnard Proctor, in the preface to his
“Manual of  Plunmaceatical Testing,”
says:  “Lvery pharmacist should test
his chemicals oceasivnally to see that their
gquality is up to the rvequired standard.”
But 1 think that with us in Australia,
with the sources fromm swhich vur whole-
sale dealers deaw their supplies constant-
ly changing, somcthing more is necessiuy,
and that it is desivable to form a habit of
subjeeting to examination cvery parcel of
(ll‘llg.s atud dicinivals Lefoie it s rcceived
into stock. T do not mean that ench
chemical should be yuantitativdy, o1 even
in sone cases qualitatively an-dysed, as
that would be quite untiecessary for the
purpose of ascertaining what we want to
know as practical pharmiadists  nawely,
Is the article that which was ordered, and
is it fit for use at the dispensing counter ?
And having given an answer (o this, it is
in many cases better and simpler to re-
Jeet that which is faulty than to make an
exact analysis and allow for deficiencies.
My experience is that, with the exceeption
of a few articles, such as a poreelain cru-
cible, separating funnel and the like,
everything necessary can, as a rale, be
found ab or near the dispensing counter,
and 1 do not think the little time neces-
sary can be better spent than wn ascer-
taining that we are really it to hold our
positions as in part guardians of the pub.
lic health and suppliers of better and pur-
er articles than it is possible for the gen-
eral public to oblain at a grocer’s store.
T believe that if the examination of ma-
terials in daily use at the dispensing coun-
ter became more genceal, and care was
taken to impress upon the  public that
such a course was adopted, the reputation
of the chemist and drugzist would bLe
greatly enhanced. e also will have the
satisfaction of knowing thut he is doing
everything possible to guard against mis-
takes in the supply of materials to him
and by him, as to my own knowledge
there have been such made as that of
sending P. Amwonit Nitrat. for P. Sodii
Nitrat.,, Sodit Sulph. Easicent for Mag.
Sulph, Lxsiceat, &e.

Some months ago 1 began a systematic
investigation of every parcel of drugs and
chemicals that enteved my shop.,  tn the
case of organic materidls, such as voots,
barks, leaves, and the like, to sce that
their physical characters were what they
ought to be, and in that of organic and
inorganic chemical salts the application of
a few generally simple tests was enough
to declare whether the sawmple under ex-
amination was sufliciently pure to be ad-
mitted juto a retail establishment for
general use. T have found that this can
be easily and readily done without inter-
ference with my usual business.  The ad-
vantages of such a course are obvious,
The eye is traincd to habits of correct ob-
servation, manipulative dexterity is ac-

quired in the use of appuratus, und if, ns T
would suggest, n vecord is kept of the
work done, in time a very valuable synop-
sis of practical chemistry is obtained, and
possibly a way opened for an original re-
search which may be found of universal
benefit,  Tn most works on pharmaceuti-
cal chemistry a table will-be found of the
oflicinl chemicals with their probable im-
purities, and tests for the same; but 1
have found it most useful to make n con-
uensed table for one's self, with additional
columns for the date of examination of
the smmple, the source from which it was
obtained, the result of eaperiments there-
on, and the inference drawn.,

I hope that hefore many years are ovet
wo shall huve o B P standard, fixing the
percentage of extractive mntter obtainable
from all our liguid pharmaceutical pro-
ducts , and this will, I' believe, be one
more step in the direction of uniformity
in dispensing, and to a certain extent do
away with the well worn complaint—*“The
mixture you made up is so different from
that obtained at Mr. Jones’s.” Such
work, as 1 have endeavored to point out,
carefully and conscientiously performed,
will enable us tosay with our usual vegard
for truthfulness, “Preseriptionsaceurately
dispensed with the purest drugs only."—
Chemist and Drugyist.

Notes on New Antiseptics.

BY S. A. WALTON,

1f we trace back the list of antisepties
and disinfectants to an early date we find
that those mostly in use were sulpbur, the
halogen compound, mercury, coal tar pro-
ducts, and some essential oil. If we
again follow up the development of anti-
septics we find that these materials form
the basis of most of our new antiseptics
in a more defined and definite composition.
Thus, in place of the old method of burn-
ing sulphuv, sulphurous acid in many
cases veplaces it, and compounds of sul-
pbur, as sulphonates, are used in combin-
ation, as in the case of ichthyol (ammon-
iumichthyol sulphonate), soziodol (di-
iodoparaphenol sulphonic acid), and many
others. The same may be said of the
halogens, iodoform, iodo and diiodo-sali-
ceylic acids and jodol being iodine deriva-
tives, while the other elements forming
this group have corresponding compounds
in a greater or less variety.

The mercurial preparations ave well
known to us, the mercurozine cyanide
being one of the-developinents of chemis-
try with regard to antiscptics,

The coal tar products are both numer-
ous and varied, and many varicties of new
combinations are continually being found
that promises to be of use as antiseptics.

Essential oils have been combined with
other elements to form valuable antisep-
tics, avistol (dithymuoliodide) being one of
these, while oxidized pine oil with cam-
phoric acid forms one of the most popular
disinfectants of the present day.

Time does not allow me to formalate or

T will therefore give such description us is
necessary, with the hope that the memnbers
of the Associntion will look into the mat-
te1 for themselves for further information.

Amongst new antiseptics from coal tar
derivatives mny be wmentioned pyoktanin,
methyl-violet, the most nuntiseptic of the
auiline colors. A solution of 1in 1000 is
used in various eye discases, phthisis,
ulcers, ete, There is n yellow variety
commonly known as auramine, also used
antiseptically.

Lysol is a saponified phenol derived from
cresols,and contains the higher homologues
of carbolic ncid, 1t is said to possess
higher antymycotic power than carbolic
acid; and to be less poisonous.,  This pre-
paiation is much used m Germany at
the present time.

Retinol, a distillation product of pine
resin, is a viscid fluid hydrocarbon. Itis
a non-irritating and stable antiseptic.

Europhen, iso-butyl-ortho-cresyl-iodide,
contains 23 per cent. of iodine, and is non-
poisonous.

Dermatol, & basic gnllate of bismuth,
forms a powerful antiseptic and dessicant.

Sulphaminol, thicoxydiphenylamine,the
antiseptic action of which is due to itsde-
composition in contact with the fluids of
the body into sulphur and phenol.

Monochlorphenol is prepared by the
action of chlorine on cooled phenol. 1t is
a powerful antiseptic and less ivritating
than trichlorophenol.

Campiioid, though only a mild antisep-
tic in itself, is a valuable adjunct to this
class of bodies, as it forms a veady method
of applying antiseptics to the surface of
the skin, and owing to its composition (of
spirit, camphor and pyroxylin) it forms a
valuable solvent for substances such as
salicylic acid, resorcin, hydro-naphthol
and many others,

EriQuertk is an artificial flower, polite-
ness a natural one.

FrsNenL Oin.—A volatile oil obtained
by distillation from the fruits of Fanicnl-
um  vulgare, Gart., which are rich in
oil, yielding 3 to 3} per cent.; sweetish
and aromatie, containing much anethol ;
density, 0.963 to 0.990.

Gooseroor OiL.—A volatile American
oil distilled from the sceds of Chenopodinm
anthelninticum, a perennial variety of C.
ambrosioides, Lin.; used medicinally as a
vermifuge, since it is also ealled worm-
seed oil.  Itis of a pungent and bittter
taste. 1t is largely prepared at Balti-
more to the extent of several thousand
pounds yearly. The yield is from 11 to
2 per cent. from the fruits ; specific grave.
ity, 0.92.

GiNGer Om..—An oil distilled in Ger-
many from the rhizomes of Zanziber offi-
cinale. Tt is yellowish, very thin ; densi-
ty, 0.893. Krom 1 cwt. of Jamaica
ginger only 12 ounces of volatile oil can be
obtained. A dilute alcoholic solution of
it is a remavkably good flavoring agent,
capable of imparting to a very consider-
able pordon of aqueous fluid the very

describe the'following preparations fully. ‘pleasant aroma of ginger.



