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Eyoryday Tosting of Drugs and
Chemicals.

i Aiili SilAn imNilA i, iECTU l E IN

T InE isnANE COMMI E OF P'iAla 1ACV.

lni'iîard Proctor, in the pireface tu lis
"3nial oi f Phiiaaeuial Testig,"
says "Evey piarmiacist should test
his cem'iiiicals occasioially to sie that thîeir
qualit.y s up to the required standard.'
But 1 t.hink that with us in Australi a,
with the soulces fui whiclh oui whole-
sale dealers draw tieir supplies coistanît-
]y changin g, siliiiig hiire iâ nece'saii,
and that it is desirable to forma a habit of
subjectiig to examination every parcel of
drage.a a.d d'li le.folt it i1,. ce
into stock. I do naot. mean that each
cheiical should be qiîuani titati i cly, ci s vit
i Soii- cases inlialitatiiely un-Jysed, as
that would li! quite unnwàce'..ary fo' the
purpose of ascrtainig what we wat, to
kinow as pr acticalpnnar ists unnelb
I1s the article that which was or'dered, aiil
is ià fit fori use at the dispenlsinig couinter ?
And having given a: answa to this, it is
ii many cases better, and simpler to re-
pect tlit whieb is fauilty 01han1 to maknlce an

exact aianlysis and allow foi' defiiencies.
&My sxpience i that, vith tlhe eeeption
of a few articles, suchl as a por'celain cru-
cible, s.parating fuunel and the like,
everything necessary cnu, as a rule, be
found at or ielar the dispensinag counter,
and i do not thiik the little timîxe naeces-
sary can be better spent tiain i ascer-
taininîg fhat we atre iteal1 lit tu ihuld our
positions as ii part guardiians of the pub.
lic liealth and suppliers of better and pur-
er articles than it is possible for the gen-
oral public to obtain at a grocer's store.
I believe that if the examinlation of ma-
terials in daily useo at the dispeising coun-
tei becamie more goieeral, and care was
taken to impress uneon the . public that
such a course wîas adopted, the reputation
of the chemist and (r'uggist would be
greatly enlanced. .1 e also will have the
satisfaction of knaovinlg that lie is doing
everything possible to guard against miiis-
tales ii the supply of mîaterials to himi
and by lim, as to mny owna knowiledge
there have been suîclh made as that of
sending P . Aummonii Nitrat. foi' P. Sodii
N.Zitiaît., Soulii Suîlph. E.sicett for Mag.
Sulph. Exsiccat c

Sote mont'is ago i began a systematic
investigation of every parcel of drugs and
cheimiicals that entered miy shop. iln the
ca3e of orgaic materis, suci a1s roots,
barks, leaves, and the like, to sec that
their' physical characters were wh·tt they
ought to be, and in that of organic and
inorganic cheimical salts the application of
a few genierally simple tests was enougl
to declare whaether the sample under ex-
amination was spiurciently pure to be ad-
mlitted iit a retail establishment for
genleral ise. T ias e found thà.tc this cal
be easily and readily doue without inter-
ference with my usuxal business. The ad-
vantages of such a course are obvious,
The eye is trainîed to hiab'ts of correct ob-
servation, manipulative dexterity is ac-

ilired ili the use of appatratus, and if, as I
vould suggest, a record is kept of the

work done, in time a very valuable synop-
lis of practical chemnistry is obtainled, and
possibly a way opened for an original re-
search whichl may be found of universal
benlefit. In muost works on pharmaceuti-
cal chemnistry a tlale wvill-ibe founlîd of tle
oflicial clicli(Is with their probable imii-
purities, and tests for the saine ; but I
have found it most, useful to iake a con-
uiensed table for one's self,'vitIh additionial
coluiinîs for the date of e.amainationi of
the salliple, the source fron whieb it was
OLtinied, the iesult of e'eimets there-
on, and the iiference drawn.

f hope that before manauy years are ovei-
%w e abll liaeit 1a. P. stanîdard, fi.\inlg the
percentage of extractive itatter obtainable
fromt all our liquid plarimaceutical pro-
ducts , and this wvill, I believe, be one
more stop in the direction of uniformity
ii dispenising, and to a certain extent do
away with the m ell worn coiiplaint-"Tle
mixture you made up is So diflerent fromt
that obtinied ait Mr. Jonies's." Sucht
work, as i have endeavored to point out,
carefully and conscientiously performed,
will enable us to say with our uisual regrd
for truîîtlfulhess, "Prescriptionsaccurately
dispensed with the pirest diuîgs oily."-
ChemisztanDrgs.

Notes on New Antiseptics.

nyV S. A. waLT:ox.

If we trace back te list of antiseptics
and disinfectnts to an early date we find
that those mostly in lise werc sulphur, the
halogenl compouind, iaercury, coal tai pro-
ducts, and soie essential oil. If wC
again follow up the developient of anti-
septics we find tliat tihese mîaterials form
the basis of inost of our new anitiseptics
in a more defined andi definite composition.
Thus, in place of the old method of burin-
ing sulphur, sulphurous acid in mnany
cases replaces it, and compounds of sul-
pliti, as sulphonates, are used in combina-
ation, as in the case of iclhthyol (anmaonl-
iumaiclitiyol sulphonate), soziodol (di.
iodoparaplienol sulphonic acid), and imany
otieirs. Tfle saiîe may be said of the
lialogens, iodoformn, iodo and di.iodo-sali-
cylic acids and iodol being iodine deriva-
tives, while the other elements formiinîg
this group have corresponiding compounds
in a grcater or less variety.

The ilercurial preparatiois are well
kiowi to us, the iercuro.zinc cyanide
being one of the-developmnats of clîcinis.
try w'ith regard to antiseptics.

Tlic coal tair products are both numer-
ous and varied, and nany varicties of niew
combinations are continually being found
that promises to be of use as antiseptics.

Essential oils have been combined witli
other eleients to forn valuable antisep-
tics, aristol (dithiymaaoliodide) being onte of
these, while oxidized pinlo oil wit cai-
phoric acid fornis one of the mîost popular
disinfectants of the proseit day.

Time does nut allow m1e to formulate or
describe tho'following preparations fully.

T ivill therefore give such description aLs is
nîecessary, with the hope that the maeinbers
of the Association will look into the mat-
t for thenselves for further inforiation.

Amnongst iew antiseptics froua coal tar
dcrivatives may be mentioied pyoktanin,
meiotlhyl-violet, the maaost iamitiseptie of the
ansiline colors. Asolutîion of 1 in) 1000 is
used in var'iouîs eye diseases, phthisis,
ulcers, etc. There is a yellow variety
commionly knonii ais auramaine, also used
antisepticall).

Lysol is a sapoiified phienol derived fromi
i'esols,and coitaiis the hIigler homiiologues

of carbolic acid. It is said to nossose
higlier antymycotic power than car'bolic
acid; quid to be less poisonous.. This pre-
pai-atioi is .imucli used tu Geriany at
the presenit, tiie.

Retiiol, a distillation product, of pinle
resin, is a viscid fluid hydrocarbon. i t is
a nion.irritating and stable antiseptie.

Eur'oplhcn, iso.but.yl.orthîo-cr'esyl-iodidC,
conitains 23 per cent. of iodine, and is ion-
poisonous.

Dermnatol, ai basic gallate of bismuth,
forms a powerful aitiseptic and dessicant.

Sulphaminol, thiiooxy(liplienaylaiiine,tie
anti'septic action of which is due to its de-
composition in contact with the fluids of
the body iiito sulphur and plienol.

Monochlorplhcinol is prepared by the
action of chlorine on cooled phenol. It is
a powerful antiseptic and less irritating
than trichlorophenol.

Camîiphoid, thouglh on1ly a muild antisep-
tic in itself, is a valuable adjunct to this
class of bodies, as it forns a ready ilethod
of applyinag antisepties to the surface of
the skin, and owing to its composition (of
spirit, camphor and pyroxylin) it forms a
valuable solvent for substances such as
salicylic acid, resorcin, hydro-naphthol
and iany others.

F'r'ri'arr is an artificial flower, polite-
nless a nlatural one.

FxxxEL Om.-A volatile oil obtained
by distillation froma the fruits of Fenicil-
umi vulgare, Ga.rt., which are ricli in
oil, yielding 3 to 3A per- cent.; sweetisl
and aromnatie, containing mnucl anuethol ;
density, 0.968 to 0.990.

Goosoo-r Oni..-A volatile Ainerican
oil distilled froua thîeseedsof Cicnopodiz.tm
autheiitium, a perennial variety of C.
abosioides, Lin. ; used nedicinally as a
vermifuge, since it is also called wori-
seed oil. It is of a pungent and bittter
taste. I t is largely prepared at lBalti-
more to the extent of several thousand
pounds yearly. The yield is froma IA to
2 per cent. from the fruits ; specific grav-
ity, 0.92.

isc.n Ou,.-.An o! distilled in Ger-
muany fron the rhizomes of Zanziber offi-
cinale. It is yellowish, very thin ; densi-
ty, 0.893. Froi 1 cwt. of Jamaica
ginger onlly 12 ounces of volatile oil cai be
obtainxed. A dilute alcoliolie solution of
it is a remarkably good flavoring agent,
capable of imparting to a very consider-
.able portion of aqueous fluid the very
Spleasant aroma of ginger.

thy, 180%.


