THE LANCET. -

ways. The profession has been profoundly
modified from within by the progress due to
the introduction of the scientific wthod,
and from without by the tremendnus alter
ation of society atlarge, of whivh it forwsa
part. So let us meet in this seetion with the
true seientifie spirit, appronching all sub-.
jects with open minds, willing to receive
knowledge from every source and whatever
be the medium through which it comes,
We appeal to you to bring to thissaetion the
results of your work, and we pledge you i
fair hearing, kindly criticism, and, we trust,
helplul sugestion.  This work is designed
to open & new Held of practical medicine to
the profession at large. It is designed to
map out practical applicatives of chemistry
to the daily work of physiciansg, and to en-
courage those with special knawledge to so
clearly deseribe anl dofine practical chemi-
cal roactions that they may be useful to the
physician untrained in theoretieal chemistry.,
—Medical Thues,

SCIENCE ANXD LONGEVITY.

Science, we all know, ix an exneting
mistress, and those who follow her have
few pewards heyond the joy of her
service which is algo the service of human-
ity. Bt if we may believe the eminent
astranomer,  Professor Holden, seicuce
offers to her votaries eertain conerete ad-
sanfages as well, notably its undonbted
tendency to prolong the lives of her fol-
lowers,  Prof. Holden  gives  several
reasous for this, but he neglects one which
we venture to think most potent, namely,
the habit of contemplation and detach-
ment from petty mundane worries which
scientific men share in common with men
of letters and philosophera. The magni-
tude of their pursnits dwarfs the netty
cares of daily life into insignificance. aud
here, ns elsewhere, **it is worry that kills,”
Professor Holden says:--**1t is not a little
remarkable that men of science, astrono-
mers among them, are particularly long-
lived. 'I'heaverage I«mg::vity. for men is
about thirty-three years. Someone has
had the patience to determine the average
age of somo seventeen huudred astronomn-
ers and mathematicians, and it turns out
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to be sixty-four years. That is, astrono-
mers live nearly twice as loug as wen in
general,  According 19 Quetelet, artists
have an avernge life of fifty-uine years;
litevary men of sixty-tive years : seientiflo
men, of seventy-fonr years.  We ave here
dealing with selected elasses of pergons,
all of whom are longer-lived than the
average, and amonyg them en  of seience
are pre-eminent,  The statistics  from
astronmaers ave really  nateworthy; of
one thonsand astronomers no less than
five hundied and pinety-six  lived to
seveuly yeavs; two handred s sixty
from seventy ta seventyv-nine; one hun-
dred and twenty -six fromeighty to eighty-
nine; fifteen from ninety to ninety-nine;
thiceoverone hundreidl.  Accowding tolife
insurance tables, out of one thousand pep.
sons who have reached the ageof eighteen
years, only fifty-six veach the age of
seventy; but more than ten times that
numberof astronomeys survive. It is not
diflicult to assign good” reasons why men
of sciepee shonld, in genernl, live far long-
er than the average man, or longer than
artirte, for example  In general they arve
in poxsesssion of incomes which, thongh
they may be small, are tolevably certain,
Their lives ave usually orderly and calm.
Scientific controversy may mke the blood
run quicker sometimes; perhaps they ave
necded to counteract a tendency to too
much contemplation. Bot [ think no one
can fail to e surprised at the foregoing
statistics.  1fone desires to live long up-
on this eurth he is likely to gain his eud by
following science as a profession.”—Hu-
mantarian.

PRIOR REMOVAL OF OVARIES
GROUND FOR ANNULLING
MARRIAGE.

The execedingly novel and important
question was raised in the case of Wendel
va. Wendel, whether the hasband in en-
titled to the annulment of o marriage con-
tracted without knowlege on his part that
his wife was physically incapable of eon-
ception asthe result of a sargieal opera-
tion, snch as the removal of her ovaries,
known to her, but concealed from him.



