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oloicalysignificant Of a particular infection has disappeared at
tiiiie of operation.

We conie then to a consideration of the question, wliat îe it t]marks the difference in the various joint structures ini the types
arthritis whiclh we are called to sc?

ln somne cases the capsular structures of the joint are the oipriarily, perhiaps solely, affected. In others cartilage seemes to sufmore thian tire capsular structures. In moat cases both of týhese tisaiare mnore or less involved. Repair can go on in the ene until a preicomiplete restituition to the normal has been attained, whiereas in iothier if the processý goes beyond a very superficial îivolvemnent of 1cartilage neo real repair or restitution can take place, Tin a fewstances the boire miay be fivolved as well as the other tissues. In iacute cases it is at times possible to iselate s;pecifie bacteria fri ijoints by aspiration, or more eertainly by rexnoving some ef the villi a:euittinig theiu into very fine pieces aseptically and fromi this materxnaking cultures, Thre more subacute or chronic the case becomies tless certainty is there of beinig able te flnd auy bacteria by cultural
other bacteriologic miethods. Jndeed, in certain of the chronie cwsthe only way possible te preove the bacteriologic cause ef an arthrjtiste strain for bacteria ini the villi remioved for histologie examinati
]ri certain cases the only reason that one has for regarding a joilesion as o! bacteriologie or infections enîgin la froxu the aualogy o! ttissiie changes obscrved with those comuîouly noted in pocse
preved bacteriologie enigini.

Inasimuch as a goed deal of thec interest of those who are ealled up(te treat these cases muaiit centre in the condition durÎng the stage of irepair it is aippropriate that we should devote a litle time te the e<osideraition ef the histology of the repair process in joints, and here Nhave a better knowledge of what gees on than we possess in regard
the initial pathological lesions of chreuic arthritis. In the acutê i,fectiens ef joints the synovia is firet involved. If the ineetiug agentsufciently toxie it destroys the serons surface of the memnbrane
areas o! greater or lesser size, juet as înllammatory processes in the pe~toneal cavity destroy the serons surfaces there and give opporunit~y fi
the formation of adheeious between apposed surfaces. Up te a certai
point the serous erosions may be repaired in a joint as in the per
tonernn, but very extensive or very deep erosieus miay flot be repaireý
In animais the coniplete restitution of synovial membrane, may take plae
but net lu man. If raw surfaces are left in contact with each cther ti
subserous tissues, whîeh are eomposed o! couxiective tissue cells in a
active stage o! proliferation becanse of the toxicity o! the in!ectju
agent, imiuediately seek to bridge over the space intervening betwee
the appoeed serons eresions, aud the resuit is that an adheelon forp,.


