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wh1ile !such conditions as -astr-al-gia, carciinma, cliolecystitis, chiolelit hia-
sis, nephrolit.hiasis, tabetic crises and appendicitis are excluded. It should
ever be borne in mmiid that in a smiall percentage of cases mie Iirst notice-
able indication of disease miay be an alarmingy haemorrhage or symptomis
of acute perforation.

Dr. Murdoch (S) of Pittsburg believes in the efficacy of orthoformi in
establishing a diagnosis in many doubtful cases, claiingii that if relief
[romn gastrie pain follows the adiniistration of orthoform, ulceration is
present as tib wvi1l only anoesthetize nerve endings when deprived of thecir
cutaneous or miembranous covering. This, thougli worthy of trial, would
scarcely accord xvit.hi the more generally accepteci idea that the pain is flot.
due to the exposure of nerve teriminais to the contact of food or irritating
secretions, but rather to thecir excitatioti by movemients occurring iii th e
tilcerated area.

As to the diagnosis of perforation occurring necar the pylorus and es-
pecially in the duodenunii it is interesting to note the frequencv %vith which
the condition lias been miistaken for a,.ppenidicitis. Rccords demionstrate
such a miistakze in diagnosis in [rom one-third to one-haîf of the rcportcd
cases of pcrforated duodenal ulcers. This admits of an anatomical ex-
planation inasmiuch as it lias been shown that in such cases the exý-trava,,sat-
,cd contents usually find their wv most rcadily towards the riglit iliae
region o-ming to the presence of a smiall hillock in the traisverse mieso-
colon bencath the pylorus, and to xvhichi special attention bas been dlirct-
ed by Robson and Mioyniian (9).

Prognostie estiniates of this disease are cxtremcely wariable, Brintonl
placing the mortality fromi ail causes as ighl as flfty per cent. 0f cases
1-reated miedically on1l', the average mortality is estiniated to, be about
twenty-five per cent. of whichi fifteeni per~ cent. is alloted to perforation
and rive per cent. to hSnmorrbage, and the remiainder to other causes. 0f
cases treated su rgically, thle average inortaIlity In 1900 wvas sixteen Per
cent. wblereas in 1904 it wvas fivQ Per Cent. Otlier average estimiates are
thiese :forty per cent. of cases treatecl medically undergo relapses;
twenty per cent. of protracted clironic cases develope pulioinary tuber-
culosis, and at Ieast six per cent., but pt-obablv manv mûre, give rise to
g-astric carcinomia.

The treatmient of ibis discase is at present its most interesting phase.
but one is compelled to resort to a miere statenient of conclusions iii ibis
regard. In ail cases it is at first essentially medical. The carlier tbis is
inistituted the better m'ilI be the rcsuilts, and if carried out ivitl strict
attention to cletil iii the nmatters of rest and feeding and for a suffici,'nt
length of timie, "'ii ivo1'es at least four to, six w',.eeks iii bcd and muiicli,
"ut ,lie, prolonged Supervision, permanent cure wiîll resuit in about rfiv per
cnt. of cases lTnfortunatelv, howrver. mianv of the( cases arc not diag-
noseci in tbeir c.arly' stages and cven whein dîiagnisec] there is a tcndenry
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