ARCHIBALD—AUTO\IOBILE FRACTURE OF RADIU’:-. R 6§1'

because the chauffeur has tlcht hold oi' the han(lle and does not drop?-v
it; there is simply. a turning back of the hand upon.the forearm, a
hyperextension of the wrist; as a result ot which, the palmar ligaments-
exert a pull upon the lower end of the radius, and in this wa,y brea.kf
it a little above the artlcular surface. ' . -
In the present case )ou will see that it is only a trm.n«ular portmn'
of the styloid process that.is broken oft; and I conceive this to. be
due to a combination of hyperextensxon and ulnar deflection, a hyper-‘
‘extensmn occurring while. the hand was in ulnar deflection. When one
 turns-a crank, the hand natul.xlly assumes the position of ulnar deﬂec-‘
tion in order to gain power. “This combined position would place stram
not only on the p‘llm‘u but also on the mternal latetal ligaments; and it
may be easily understood how the 1atte1 may pull oft the tuantrle of bone,
from the styloid process, just as in' Polts’ fracture, the mternal labernl‘
ligaments pull oft the tip of the internal malleolus. ' ‘ -

" The important practical point in eonnectxon with these automobﬂc
fractures is that they ordinarily cause no deforlmty, and particu-

larly none resembling that of Colles’ fracture, from which. they - are
‘to be definitely distinguished. It is important therefore to remember
 that they may easily be overlooked, and be taken for a sprain.

In Colles’s fracture the weight. of the hody drives the dmphysis of
the radius into the epiphycis, and there is nearly always impaction.
Tn chauffeur’s fracture nothing of the kind! The fracture is by tear-
ing—par arrachement—as the French say; naturally there is no im-
paction; and, as a matter of fact, usually nc deformity of any. kind.

The lesion is therefore a compqratxvely henign one. Moderate fix-
ation, mth ‘early massage and passxve mov,ements glve nearly always
2 good result.. R )
' Appended is a short b1bhography
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The seventh annual conventmn of the British . Columbia Mechca.l
.‘Assoclatmn was held - on - August 1st and 2nd, at New Westmmster
Dr. George'E. Drew, of that city, presided. We notice the names of
Dr. B. D. Gillies of ‘Vancouver, and Dr. Hermann Robertson, Victoria,
among the contributors, in a very varied and useful programme.




