
potis being administered in the course of twenty-four houri, the urine secreted
i that titue was collected and analysed. The results are shewn in this table:-

Without After jiij
mediinîe• pot. acet.

Quantity of urine in twenty-four hours............. f Zxvj . f Cxlvj.
Specifie gravity of, ........................... 1o25 .... 1017

Solids in ................................ 416 grs ...... 782 grs.
U ric acid .......................... ..... 2-6 ............... 345
Urea...................................... 130 5 ............... 20240
Soluble salis ........................... 72 0 .............. 248-40
Insoluble salts ....................... 21 6 ............... 3220
Ordanic matters not incladed in 189-3............. 2550

the above

416 782
Tle results of these analyses shew, that, after deducting the excesa in the

'niount of soluble salis arisinîg frotm the convertion of acetate of potash into
the carbonatc, the solitis of the urine excreted under the influence ofthechemnical
diuretie, exceed those recovered without its aid, by 190 grains: and we further
earn, tlat altaough large proportion of matter was metamorphosed into both
urie and urea when the rcnedy was given, still that the greatest increase was in
that mixturc of o ganie products set down as extractive, and consisting cehiefly of
rrcatime, creatinine, uroxanthin, and natter rict in sulphur. In the exatuple
adduced, not onlyi did the patient lose an excess of thirty ounces of water in
twenty.four hours, but she wasted to the extent of one hundred and ninety grains
mtre than if na retmedy had been given, and to this extent hadt the blood been
depurated of those elemetnts which yielded casiest to the influence of alkaline
salts. In these lectures I have advanced inuch which tends to limit the influence
of the vital force. and have endeavoured to show that it is not the active agent in
controlling metatmorphic chanuges; but lt ie not bu supposed for a moment to
deny its liflente.

I regard life as an active agent in conttolling organition, and in exerting
an itflietice opposed to chemical or destructive changes-in a word, as a con-
servatice agent. Now, adittiting the elemtts of our frames resist chenical
influence in the ratio of their vitality, it would follow that stich coti.tiauents of
Our fibres as prnViîlit the greatest departure fron healih, tire lkss highly vitalizLd
and thus vield the easicst tu the chemical force exerted by the alkaline diuretics.
On tits accoutit :s tair tu presuimte thtat, viieii we cauze ait alkalne carbonate to
esclate tliroigi ite blood, it exerts at influence on the nascent eletneits of
those matters less lighliy influenced by life, allied to those produced out of the
body, aid actually caures the matter tu assume so soluble a fortm as to allow of
its ready ex-erttioni. This retmarkable effect of the alkaline diuretics, although
ntow for the first tite detiotstratcd by actual experiienit, and the results of their
hclemicail influence devted in the streai by which they are washed fromt the

body, was iot overlooked by the observing physicians of other days.*
I would earniesty beg those wio arc now doing te the honour of listeinîtg

to mV rtinrks, t i uilve a :areftl attul steady trial to the depurating or chemicul
dliurctics, especially the salts of potass nith vegetable îcids, wlen they are called
upm to treat a chrotic aTi etion in wtich the exciting cause or exiisting disea-e,
d'pîteds îupon the pIrece of some product of less vitality or imperfect orgaii-

Sin tIe nit mminer of the Journal we shall relr to 31r. Sitmon's observations
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