Provinee,
of the Provinee it is well to notice that consider-
ably more than a third of the fotal sales was
disposed of in the Provinee; il bunier conl be
cluded then threesevenths of the total sales w
marketed in Nova Seotu, a v I helicve, so far
as home sales, in comparison with exports, are con
cerned.,

Complaints are heard at times as to the alleged
high priee of n Nova Scotig At the present
time, if the Unit ates be ex , | know of
no country where the price is lower.  As a eonsumer
in a small way, I am not going to say that the pres
of conl is not a trifle stiff, but I will say
v would not rail at its being exeessive if
they realized all the cost entailed in the production
. In Nova Scotia coal could be sold
it oo wuch less rate it not for the water that
has to be drawn up and the timber that has to he
The weight of coal being drawn daily
from the eollicries is not onee to he compared with
the weight of Taking the commonly ae
copted specifie gravity of pit water at ten pounds
to the gal the weight of water raised in a year
i sixteen million tons as against say seven million
tons of coal. If this water ¢ be raised and
stored in reservoirs it conld be sold for power pur
five cents a thousand gallons, repre
senting a yearly value of some $165,000,  Of course,

of a ton of ¢o
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ent down,
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according to location and strata formation, the cost
of raising water adds to the cost of a ton of conl
it may be five cents at some collieries, and forty

five cents at others. 1 am assured that at one col
liery where the output was comparatively small the
steam pumping of water added to the ecost of pro
duetion forty-f ton.  Then there is the
item of timber. There veceived at the various
collieries last year over )5 million lineal feet of
lumbe At two cents a this would mean a
value of $400,000.  This weans about six cents
a ton for every ton of coal sold. But here again,
as in the ease of water, the cost to one colliery for
timbering is far in excess of that to another, For
instance, there is one eolliery in Cumberland County
where the timber adds only a cent and a half to
the ton of conl sold, while the timber cost to an
other colliery in the same county is nigh twenty
cents a ton. At several collieries in Cape Breton
the timber eost is not four cents per ton; and, at
least, at one colliery on Cape Breton Island the cost
is four times that; and, be it remembered that to
the timber cost has to be added a rather formid-
able labour cost in assembling and setting the tim-
ber in the workings,

An interesting table to one familiar with coal
mining is that on page 161, While interesting to
the expert it possibly is a difficult table for the
lay mind to grasp. Taking the first line in the
.tuhh- we read: ‘‘Average days work a month 19"

—“Total workmen 9813; and the total days 1,6
987."" The layman takes it into his head to verify
the tables and divides the total days by the tot il
workmen and to his surprise finds that his count
makes the days worked 14.5 and not 19, He then
multiplies the 9,813 by 228, being twelve months
at 19 days per month, and much to his surprise
finds the answer to be, not 1,695987 but 2,237.364,
a difference of no fewer than 541377 days. He is
puzzled, and here the expert steps in and attempts
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MINING RECCRD

As indieative of the general prosperity

to make matters elearer.
pits worked 19 days and the number of wor.men
and the days wor
having been attested to,
19 days, the men absented themselves from sick-
ness and other eauses,
phatical

i the

that the

The statement

ed must be ae el as correet,
Though the pits worked

more particularly and em-
other causes, four and a half days a
fifty-four days on an average in a year,

nonth, or

There was a loss of time amounting to about a quar-
ter of the time that eonld be worked.
the men in the employ of the company,

Among them
through
V8
of absentecism is us per-

kness or other eanses, lost say half o wi nd

yvear sith,

words as to the fatal aceidents, v nee
to which is made on pages 112 to 116, The number
of fatal accidents last year was 41, which gives a
disappointingly high fatality vate, It has becn as-
serted that 90 per eent. of the aecidents in the
United States are preventable, and 1 ineline to the
opinion that the statement is not exaggerated. How
many of the 41 eidents in Nova Seotia may be ‘
placed in this elass it is impossible to suy as while
how or what oceosioned the aceidents is g 1. the
Swhy ' sueh aceident ocenrred is not.  Glaneing
at the table you will notiee that the verdiet of the
coroners is invariably aceidental Are we to in-
fer from that word that in every ¢ exeept two
the accidents were not preve I ennne pt
that theory. My opinion t vule the cor-
oners i the o [ have not a
proper conception « i e cor- ‘
oners tell us in their veo itk W1 of
stone;”" “Kil hy & ¢ ; Killed by a ‘
runaway box.”" Nov b Lefore the inguest |
knows what no need an inguest
for that, but all interestod want to know "\\h\ \\ns
there a fall of st Why did tl U
“Why did the box run awuy was it for want of
timber or spragging i thic two cases, or from

s of a wookm or i rope or -

case of the third, l'm i we know the

nd the **Wherelores' o Cits,
we may shou Safety first™* till | ¢ in
the face withe iy practical | results,
As the law now stamds, the Mines Department are
pract Hy poweriess i the matter, It s mna w uy
boundd to aceept the verdiet of the coro Ju
As the fatal aceidents in mines form a large pro-

portion of those ocenrring in this Provinee, I have
for some time been advocating a change in the mode
of holding inquests. The prevailing opinion may
be that a physician is a proper person to appoint
a coroner, That may be correct so far as concerns
other industrial accidents. inquests on acei-
dents occurring at the eol wen only with a

e,

practical acquaintanee with coul mining should be
one

coroner sheuld

I)u you say that

appointed. My idea is that
serve the four mining counties,
would involve a new . t of that? When

we spenk of the value of an uble bodied man to a
country, is it all pure pr il we can properly
aseertain “*Why '™ eertin lities oceur, and ean
thereby enforee prev what is the saving of - .
of thousand dollars in comparison with
the saving of a nuwmber oo uvest It has been sug-
gested that possibly the large number of fatalities
from falls of stone is due if not to the eupidity, to
the overzeal for economy on the part of the oper-




