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On P. 45 9, Chionobas Stfretcliii, Edw., is exclu. fed frorn consideration,
on the ground that it is the sanie thing as Hipparý:hiia Ridingsii, "of the
same author." As the fact that Streiclii wvas not a Chionobas has,been
known for mny years, and publishied in niy cataiogues, it wvas flot neces-
sarv to refer to it iii the Revision. But I will take this opportunity to
Say that the types, a single p)air, have disappeared. They were returned
by me to Dr. Behir, after description, 1870. I did not consider them
ftidingsii tbien, of course. Noiv, on coniparing, the description with that
species, I amn sure it is flot Ridàngsii. Nor is it -Dionysiu,ç, the other of
the known American species of Neominois. Mr. Bruce has suggested
that it ray be a thîrd species of the genus, inhabiting Nevada (whence
the types came) and the dezerts of N. E. California, a region thus far
wholly unexplored by naturalists. Mr. WV. G. Wright goes there with a
party of botanists and ornithologists the coniing suinrner, and 1 trust hie
will re-discover Str-et clii.

The value of publicationis of the class of the Revision under view
depends much on whether or no the author is thoroughly acquainted wvith,
his subject, and suchi acquaintance implies considerable experience as a
]epidopterist, and study of the forms lie undertakes to speak of. He
should have an eye for specific différences, and while this cornes in part
by training, it is Iargely a natural gift. Some lively îvorkers go ail their
days without having this originally or attaining it. Lie should have made
himself acquainted with the preparatory stages of as many of the species
treated of as possible, for there neyer will be a final, authoritative revision of
any genus of butterfiies ivhatever tili these stages in every species of it are
known. Spe cies are as clearly dis tinguishied by the form an dsculpture of their
eggs, by the forms and appendages of the caterpillars, and by the peculi-
arities of the pupoe, as by the fadies of the imnago. No man cail speak
wvith authority who relies simply on the fadies of the imago. This feature
bas been th.- occasion of the endless and irreconcilable différences that
prevail in nearly ail genera up to this day. To proceed further in the
sarne direction is plainly a ivaste of time. It is a case of the blind lead-
ing- the blind -to undertake to brin-g order out of the confessed, confusion
by appealing to facies. Add to the qualifications 1 bave enumerated an
acquaintance with the bebaviour, habits of flighit, and localities of the
species, eitber from personial observation or reliable reports of thoroughly
good observers. Whien an auithaor lias this equipment lie niay with good
xreason Çrtçýa]kç tQ reyise genera, and his decision wvill be respected.


