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Commissiouers fulfil the tasks imposed upon them with much more
zeal, and omit nothing 1o obtain the best teachers. Each parish
seems to vie with its neighbour in the quick adoption of every tew
improvement. I have been muny times reproached by School
Commissioners for having made known the superior merits of some
teacher to the neighbouring school authonties, thereby enhanching
the existing rivalty, and rendering it more difficult for the first to
obtain indiaputedly the coveted services of that person. 1 state this
fact for it epeaks more to the purpose than almost anything else
1 could say. There is also & great advanee, both upon the salaries
offered, ax alsa in regard to the school-honses that are mtended also
us a dwelling-house for the teacher. Five yeas ago when [ made
my first visit to the parish of St. Aimé, which then, also com-
prised those of St. Mar~el and St. Robeu, § found the schools shut
up, the Comminssioners refusing to act, no Secretury-Treasuier
appointed, the property of the Corporation entrusted to iiresponsible
narties, and therefore oblized to call 10 my aid the rigors of the
aw. Atthe preseut time St Aimé is one of the most Worishing
parishes in my distriet, Independently of the Academy for girls,
under the conduct of the sisters of the order of ¢ La Présenta-
tion,” it contaius along with the new parishes, which are erected
out of the dismemberment of the ofl parish of St. Aimé, a great
number of schoals well kept, and welt avtended. I have nowhere
met with so strict an assiduity. As a proof I may mention, that on
the 11th of March fast, | was engazed in visiting the schools of the
distriets, one named, District of the River St. Aime, and the other
of the Tiercant Range. The weather was exceedingly cold ated
tempestuous, nevertheless, the first under the charge of Miss Lucie
St. Germain, wa- attended by 55 scholars, 28 boys and 27 girls, the
second under the care of Mias Eléonore St. Germain, held 42 clnl-
dren, 22 boys and 20 girls. Not one of these chikiren was over 12,
and maay were rcarcely more than five years of age. Such a siate
of things speaks favorably not enly for the parents and teachiers,
but also for the children.” 1t is very rarely met with in a badly
directed school, or even where the teacher lacke the talent of
making the class-hours agreeable wihe children. 1 shall now pro-
ceed 10 rapid review of the parishes of my distret.

M. Child’s district of Inspection, is onc of those which
presents the most favorable statistical results. Public ins-
truction was highly appreciated in this district long before
the present educational law ever wasin force, and even pre-
vious to the union of the provinces. This district of ins-
pection composed now of the counties of Stanstead, Rich-
mond, Compton and Wolf, has for some time been favora-
bly remarked as pussessing some of the best directed and
most numerously attended schouls i this portion of the
province. Eveu there the emigrants from the surrounding
scigniories rival the older inhabitants of Scotch, Jrish and
American origin, in their energetic efforts to advance edu-
cation, and Mr. Child speaks most favorably of the zeal,
cnergy and success attending the efforts of both. Mr. Child
terminates his report with the following remarks:

As 10 the general state of this district. some proxress hias buen
made during the past year. A gowd numb-r of new school districts
have been“lg , ad mwany goud school-houses have been buikt
and some ofd ones repaired. ~Some new settlements have been put
in a way to organize themselves inte new municipalities, and to
make in the e thirteen new achools. In the municipalities
which | have sevenlly reponted, the schools are genenally ty
same as last ycar. The attendance has falien off a little, which is
10 be accounted for by the fact that manf' families have removed to
the West, and an error which appeared in_the General Report on
Fucation, the Township of Cleveland having been brougla twice
into the aggreyrate.  (Rhrerwise it is about the same 2 jasl year.

The following remarks are extracted from the repurt of
Mr. Roncy, Iuspector for the countics of Ottawa and Pontiac.
You will perevive that the ftal ammber of pupile i attemdanee
at the different schools in this district at the close ol the past vear
was 3,956, luing an increase over the pieviens vear of G or 1
cent.
On the hypothesis that the populuiion uf the Ouawa disticl is
now 30,000, which, | presume, is pretty neariy correct, the xyumber
of papils in attendunce in the different svhouis i the districy wilt

be in the ratio of 1 to 7§ to the entite population. Although this pro-

rtion does ot come up to thut of several parts of Kurope, the
fﬁmw States, or even Canada, still, when wo contraat it with what
it was five years ago, there is much reason for exultation,

1t hias afforded me much pleasure to observe the progresa made by
the pupils i many of the schools thronghout this extensive distriet,
us wel‘ as that made by the teachers themselves,  In many of those
schools the only branches taught a very few years ago were reading,
writing, and the elementary rules of arithmetic ; now, in almostevery
school, grammar, geography and history form a part of the studies,
and in several of them nutural seience is also taught,

‘I'hhe books used in the schools have also done much towards
advancing the status of the scholar. The lrish National Schoot
series are in all but universal nse thronghout the district,  In the
4th and 5th booke of that series are embudied a compendium of
history and natural stience, which will give the scholar a consi-
derable knowledge of these branches, and pave the way for a mare
enlarzed course of studies.

The prize books which you entrusted to iy care have done much
10 stimulate the pupils to renewed exertions and punctual attend-
ance, and have been productive of more good than can be imagined 3
they have likewise increaced the reapect entestained by the pupils
towards the Inspector. It is 10 be hoped that, throngh the liberality
of the Government and Legislature, you will enabled from year to
year to continue such donations ; and’ 1 may state that collectively
these buoks would form useful and instructive parish libraries.

‘The immense increase in the number of pupils in attendance is,
of itself, demonstrative of the working of the School Bill. Through-
out the entire district 1 am not aware, at present, of any munici-
pality wherein the law does not exist ; and I find in every instance
School Commissioners are desirous of co-operating with me in using
their utmost exettions, and whatever authority the law confers
upan them, to enforce the carmying out of the School Bill,

Althpugh there are many municipality which might be classed
as indigent, such ag St André Avellin, Porilaid and Maniwaki, in
the county of Ottawa, stitl I find a desire on their part 1o Jdo their
umost W0 procure an education for their offsprinie. The supple-
mentary grant which you besowed on several of those parishes
during the past year, a3 well us on others, have done much to sti-
mulate them to renewed exentions in the cause of education.

Altbough the tinancial affaire of the different municipalities in
my dixtrict ure the most difficult part of my duties, still, with very
few exceptions, 1 have pad littte difficulty on this score, and any
that might kiave existed is now in a fair way of being satisfactorily
adjutted.

There aru four academies in operation in the district of Ottaws,
viz: three in the county of Ottawa and eue in the covnty of Pontiac.
These are all well conducted and numerausly attended ; all the
masters have studied either in colleges or univemsities, some of
them being graduates. The academies of Aylmer are the most
numerousty attended, amd all these institutionscomain pupits study-
ing Latin, Greek, French and mathematics.

"ﬁn my last annual report T apoke at some length relative to the
insufficient payment of teachers ; and experience proves ta e that,
until we remunerate them belier, we caniot expect men of educa-
tion to embark in so unremuhenmtive a calling.

Although there is some improvement in the quality and extent
of the buildings, still { do nat find what 1 consider an indispensable
appendaze to every country school, viz: a residence for the teacher,
with a small portion of Lnd attached thereto for & ganten. Were
such an appendage attached to every school, it woukd condnce not
only ta the welfare of the teachier, but alan materially to his revenne.

T have feund in many instauces femafe teacheis equally as effi-
cient 3s males. lu fact some of our best common schoals are con-
ducted by female teachers; and from the circumstance that they
le(l:'m less remuneration than male teachers, they are more suit-
able for poor districts.

You will perceive that the amount now levied by assessment
nearly reaches, in this district, the sum of £1600 per annum.

The College of St. Joseph. Ottawa City, has in a great measure,
mp&ied the want of 2 Normal School on the Ottawa Valley. Many
of the teachers in that district were educated in that institution 3 and
althoughs it is situaied in Cauada West, it is as much of a Lower
Canadda as an Uppres Capada institotion, inagmuch as atont one-
half of its nupiis are liom the lower sectinn of the Provinee. In my
op nion i usefniness wonh! L greaily increased were some peri-
niary aid given 19 extablish 1 Mludel Fann and Botanic Ganlens in
counection with that institntion,

I have much pleasure in stating that the number of Dissentient
Bodiew i the entite hishiict 1s unly thiee, which proves that the



