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Some will doubtiesa inquire, eau not the toxt book bc madve
te teait the pupil, not only the prinoiples of rhetorio, but aise
laoi to apply them in nctuai composition ? Can it net, by mi-
nute porsonal directions, by oxamples, by exorcises, make al
this olear ? But these minute directions wiil cithor fail to mveot
tho peculiar vantes of individuai pupile, or will s0 ouxnber a text
book with dotails as te mako it cumbrous, confused, impracti-
table. Bosides, lie largor number of thoso for whose guidance
thte examples are intended, eithor only haif undcrstand thom, or
tako themi altogothor iu an abstract way, and realiy fail to recog-
niio them or their liko auywhorc clac, esecialiy in thoir own
writing. It is often alnost wonderf'ul to sec huw goncraiiy the
lis mature and thoughtfui cans of pupils lu rhetorio will turn
fromn thoir tort book to, thoîr own compositions, and becomo at
once perfeotly oblivious of propertice, fallacies, figures, as if al
thoe had now takeu upon thomiaves a now and undistinguish-
able aspect; or as if' au altogather new specie of perception
and insiglit were hero ueeded for tboir.dotcc:ion, exposition or
correction.

The zruths, ce in painting, music, olocutien, indced, evcry
one of the arts of expression, se in composition, evory practicai
rulo or faot, muet bo exempiified to the pupii, ana by tho pupiiu his own experimontal exeroisos. Only ai, ho actuaily dmc t ie
thing himef, docs ho really discover !&ow hoe wus te do it, or
fulily comprehiend what hoe vas te do ? For example, hoe may
have learned from the book, that ho aboula select practical suh-
jects instead of abstract ones; but ho will only learu how te,
obey the rul by having te choose isubject for hisef T ho
book may tell him how te determine ana arrange the tepics
iuvoivea iu his subjeet; hoe will only learu ho'w te do it, by
Tepeatealy attempting te unalyte his own subjeets. The book-D
may give hini rules for the proper construction of his sentences;
but onty frein the actual construction of sentences iu continuous
composition, will ho really learu hew te, do it, or gain the power
te do it intoliigently.

The conclusion of the ivhule mattcr'then ie this: The pupil
may gain an important knowledge of the tbeory of rbetorie fromn.
the text-book. But for that purpose, ho dues net vaut a diffuse,
platitudinous four hundred paýge"I course lu rhetorîc and com-
position," coutaiuing somethiug of everythingy-capitals, pune-
tuation, faine syntax, taste, beauty, subiity, vit, humer,
figures, styles, witit an after deluge of exaniples, exereises,
extracts, themes iu solid columns, aud models in indefinite
variation and dilution. W-. want'rather a brief baud book,
itself a model of searchint analysis, systematiu order, shrewd
philosophy, coinplet treatmetit, and faulticess style, and suait a

Sok as ho sitould master.
Anai for the rest.-tho practical art of composition-be vants

theo living teacher, the daily exercise, theo desk, peu, ink and
paper; the actual choosing and scanning of titemes ; thte varicd
limitations of hiB subjeot; the tboughtful deveiopment of the
topics; the careful expressing ofitis tboughts; the close personal,
scrutiny of hie sentences, phrases, and words, anai the nice after-
study of bis figures. And this muet go on froma day te day,
under tho stimulus, the guidance, the criticismn of the teacher,
until the pupil has completcd, te the best of hie power, a comn-
position. Anti thon comas auother, and stili another, until ho
has acquireti snob a practical comprehiension and skili, as will
warrant bis being set at the work by himself, te produce ene te
bo nfterwards studieti aud aritieised on masse, b 'y the teacher
and himseof together. After titis practice hue been se cou tinued
as te show satisihetory resuits, hoe may ho required te write, and
te -criticise, andi revise bis own work, and upon the direction of
his toucher, perbape repeatedly, before it is subjected bj the
final scmutiny of botit sitting in aombined and cooperative judg-
meut upon it.

No provi*sion is here made for tho clitary correction -of coin-
positions bythe teocher, with his peu aud red iuk, over the
sanguinary traces of whose criticissu the.pupil le afterwards te
iu±elligently wander, or vaguely dreasu, or angriy compiain.

It is, in ail olementary traning i.n composition, but little botter
tihon baying et the moou or pouring liquor jute a rat holo. As
for a tinte, th pupil'a practico in compositions ie wholiy blinti
and unintolligouèt, exaopt as ourrioti on under tho very coe of
the teacher; se for a oorrosponding poriod, are tho toacher's;
criticiesms wholiy uninteiligiblo and ineffectivo, cxcept as tlxey
are orally expinined and justiflcd te tho pupil lu person.-Rhode
Island Schooirnaster.

]Preponderftnce of Femalo Teachers In.the
United.statm.

Tt je goueraiiy admitteti that women are nturally botter fitteti
than meu for tho dolioato work of tonching the yonnger pupils
in our scixools. It i8 nimost as generally admittcd1 that thy are,
as a mule, quite as succcssfui a@ men are with the eider chidren.
Ncverthics, thore je a vcry geucral popular indispositioù te pay
them, as teachers, in just proportion te the ameunt aud value
of the work they do. This is strikingly manifested in the fellow-
ing stati8ties, which we condense frein an intercsting paper
lately publ!shed in tho Tribmune. Tho averages of mouthly wagon
ne doul;t, exaggerato the relative differenco betwceu the pay of
the two classes, sinco the mon, for te most part, oceupy what
are considered tho bigbcr positions, andi consequently recieve the
greater pay. Yct, n'nkiug duo aliowanao for that, the discre-
pancy betwecn the wage8 of maie and femalo touchers is muait
tee great te ho cou.'isteut with justice. According te the lest
conus, there wcre in the Unitedi States 150,241 toucher£, of
wbomn 100,000 wero womcn. lu some of the statas the propor-
tion of omïen teambera le stili greater. lu Massachusetts there
are ix times as mny female teachers as maies. In Vermout the
proportion is five te, eue, andin uIowa thmee te one. la the.largo
cities tho prepouderanc of female teauhers le most mnrked lu
L'hienip there are 24 men te, 241 womeu; lu Cincinnati, 60 te
324; iu Mlilwaukee, 14 te, 70. St. Louis hue 18 te 166, San
FraneISCO, 25 te 183. In the casteru states the differeuce le
iuoreased : Boston hae only 67 meu te 565 women ; Providence,
9 te 142; Broeklyn, 27 te 510; Philadelphia, 81 te 1,263; Bal-
timore, 42 to 335 ; andi Washington, 4 te 56. Louisville bas
29 ulule teachers te 103 woecn. lu this city, in the year, 1860,
three- quarters of te public school teaobers wemo wom ou. Iu 1866
there were only 178 males eut of over 2,000 teachers, andi tho
relative nnmhers hava sinca remaineti about te ame. The
cause of this remarkable disproportion je simply that teachiug
dees net affold as geod an opnng f'or men as other occupations;
and as people will always scki fer the best attainable pay anti
omploymenat, titis fieldi has almdnst been abandeneti te wemeu.-
.JM Y. *Teacher.

Too MIuch Aritbmetlc.
The discussion on Higiter Arithmetic nt the meeting of the

State Association iu Zuneevilbe in July, 1866, took me hy sur-

prise. Lt develepeti a unanimity of opinion iu regard te arith-
metical instruction, whicit vas as unexpeoted as it. vas gratify-
ing. My own convictions, that muait more timo wae nilotteti te,
it than was edusistent with te claires cf other branches, bail
lQflg 6eeu held andi hnd often been expresseti in conversation;
but 1 vas net prepareti te fluti that so0 many othersi hat reacheti
thte saine conclusion. This opinion is net peculiar te Ohio. It
comes te us now frein varions quartera. Eumnest teachers are
becomiug greatly dissatinfiei iviit te prominence given te arith-
matie, and are giving utterance to, their conviction that tho sobool
perioti can ho mado muah more profitable titan it le.

Lot us look at the facts lu our owu State. According te the
lest report of te Sooul Commissioner, te total numbor of pu-
pls enrolleti iu the sohools vas 728,990. T ho report gives thlrty-
six branches of study, 'witit tho nuinher of pupils attending to
esch. Omittiug frein the list tho alphabet, readiug, spelling, anti
writing, aise, composition, aeclamationr, drawing, vocal music,
map.drawing, and oral leasons, aud a"s German, whioh was


