
19.1THE IMPORTA&NCE 0P MEDICAL MISIONS.

authority, original and underived. Surely it is by no accident that,
lu tlîat one iýhapter, Mattlîew groups together four representative
cases of disease, viz., Ieprosy, palsy, fever aîîd denioniacal possession,
and, iii connection ivitlî thieir lie.limîg, quotes Isai-ah, " I-Iiniself took
our infirmities and bare oui' sicknesses." It is a wvell-'knowni fact that
to the Jew, these and other diseases wvere typ)ical in character. The
Jlebrew mind regyarded leprosy as tlic walking, parable of sin, guilt,
and judgment. Palsy wvas an object lesson on the impotence of the
sinnier-lost power for good, a crippicd. will, au inert conscience.
Feyer stood foir the unnatural heat of inflanied passion, lust, camnai
desire-with the delirium or vir-tual insanitý by the mor-bid excitenient
of cvii desire and unholy anger ; and one possessed by a demon
naturally suggested a soul entirely enslaved aud controlled by Satan.
Ou1i' Lord distinctly declared on onme occasion thiat Ilis exercise ofheial-
ing, powver wvas designed to be avidlential-a proof of is love, pow'er
aud authority in a highier sphec "But that ye may know t/uit the
,çon l i ath power oit eath to forgive sin "-thien saithliHe to,
the sick of the palsy-"l arise, take up thy bcd," etc. And wliat a
l'indication and illustration that wvas, of sucoli power, whien hie cured
and healed mn of divers diseascs and tornients! Hie who coula cure
leprosy and palqy and fever, and restore the maimed, and exorcise
demions-could lie iot purge thie guilt, î'emove the impotence, subdue
the rage of siu, and even give back lost spiritual p)ower, and cast
Sqatan froin luis throne ini the soul!

The resemblance between smn and sickness is a curious study, and
suggyçests almost an analogy. Life is a tripod and stands on three
legys-the brain, the hicart, the lungs. If death cornes by the brain,
it is coma; if by the licart, syncopc; if by the lungs, asphyxia. Hfor
'Closely spiritual dîsorders are akini to these ! llow large a part of sin
and alienation fromn Goa inay be traccd to, or mnanifested in, a disor-
dered 7m2?dc, whose thoughits and conceptions of divine things are be-
Cloudfed, confused, abnorînal, wicked ! IIow iineli more rnay be con-
nected with affections tixat are hopelessly astray, love turned into
hatx'ed, rebellion dlisplacing yobedience,.-and treason loyalty. Andhlow
often does the very powver tQ inspire the atinosphere, of hioly things,
and live thereby , secm gone-prayeî' is no lowgeu the instinctivett-
ance of the child crying to a, Fiather iii the boum' of iieed!

Oh foi' some medicine to give clearness to, the soitl's bm'ain, to
suu'cugtlxen and regulate the action of the spiritual hieart, to quieken
1111d energ-ize the respiration of the spiritual lungs, and to give a
normal digestion to the food on wvhich ail higlier life depends for
nutrition

It is very noticeable that Medical Missions have provcd the last,
auudi not the Icast important and ;'alitable, of the keys by wvhich God
bias lunlocked, and. is now uilloAkiing, the doors of 1-erinit nations.

1890.j


