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authorities. On the basis of " the favored nation clause" in ail treaties,
ail nationalities hava seeured for tiieir missionaries siiar favors. This
year, wlien China was iii extrerne weakness, France seizedl the opportunity
and rescinded the regulation rcquiring that notice be given to the authori-
tics, and dcinanded instead that rnissionaries of the Roman Catholie ClItirch
be no longer hindered in securing property. Snicb is the present favor by
law of the Central Goveranent. Hlence missionaries, either Protestant or
Catholic, are found in every one of the provinces.

The eritieism oftcn passed is that missionaries, in spite of the law, are
annoyed, opposcd, and freque-ntly attacked and niaitreatcd. The exeen-
tion of the law is flot equal to the law. In this is China the only country
at fault ? There arc two ways iii whichi we inay view this legal regulation.
one is, tliat it shows wonderful. favor and toieration of a non-Christian
ruier ; and such beingr the case, inissionaries shouki seek to respond to the
favor and be lenient on liile matters rather than too exacting and recrimi-
nating. Anotiier view is that these privileges bave been f orccd from China
agaînst hier will. In such a case inissionaries, for the good of their relig-
ion as distinct from political interference, should appreciate the difficulties
of China, andi again be lenient rather than severe.

Xapan has often been mnagnified of late to the diseredit of China, and
yet Japan neyer allowe&l foreign mnissionaries to go as sucli into tixe interior
or to purchase property. They went only for travel or scientifie investig'a-
tioni. For no other cause were passports allowed. Ronce the missionaries
appcared, first of ail, as cducationalists, and commcnded thernselves to the
cduicated classes. In China the interior bas been covered by ail lzinds of
inissionaries, many of whorn rnadc ]îghit of education, and very few of
wvhorn have commended thcmselves to the litcrati. Shonld -wv blamne
China too severely if boere and there opposition arises ? Even Spain and
Anstria will not allow Protestant Cliristians to build chuarches as do the
Catholie Christians, whule Russia excîndes and persecutes Romanist, Prot-
estant, and Jew. Why do not zealous people agitate for a protectorate or
dismiemberinent of those countries ? In fact, the toleration of China, a
non-Christian -nation, toward Chiristian workers of ail creeds and grades is
a inatter of surprise. \Vhere is there an equal except Siamn? If inissiona-
ries are consideraite and courteons as well as zealons and aggressive, there
is no reason -why the spirit of toleration niay not grow rather than die
aw>av.

A second favorable aspect of China is the growing deniand for reform.
1 do not say that reforin of ail kzinds will corne, but there is certainly a de-
inand for it and much taik about it. The miost striking illustration is righit
liere in I'eking, wlîcre, ïf anywhere, reforin should begin. Owing to a
close personal acquaintance with the inost active iovers, I arn able to
spezak with a certain amount of enthiusiasin. The movernent bas originated
arnong the youngcr inen, and cspeciaily frorn the Censors and Ilanliin, mcen
~vho, heretofore bave been regardcd as anti-foreigu,, and anti-progressiveC.
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