
M11SSIONS IN SIAX AND l&OSý0. [

some important element may be supplicd by the methods of the Salvation
Army whieh possibly is ]acking in the methods of other missionary
organizations. The hMýd is grcat ; the millions are perishling, and doubt-
less ill who love the cause of missions would rejoice & "tat every way
Christ is prcachied. " Even the lay prcaching of the Siamese Buddhlist
princes may be welcomed, so far as it turns away the attention of the peo-
ple froin the munmeries of an ignorant and lazy priesthood to the ethical
precepts of Buddhist doctrine, and to whatever shall stirnulate them to anl
avoidance of vice and a practice of virtue. As the higher and more sensi-
ble teachinigs of the Greek philosopliy helped to dissipate the Mists and
disinfeet the moral corruptions of the old heathien superstitions and clear
away the rubbish for tlhe early Clîristianity, se possibly a Gospel of coin-
mon sense preaclied by the princes of Siamn may help, to prepare the wvay
for the truth as it is iii Jesus.

Self-Help.-Tlie natives in both the Laos country and Siam have had
Iîitherto the double burden. of supporting tl3e Buddliist priesthood and. the
varions juggleries of spirit wvorship. In a littie book on Siam published
some years ago by IRev. M. A. 'McDonald, it was statedl thiat Bangkok
alone supported over ten thousand priests, and that ail of ibis vast arrny
could be seen starting, ont every morning in search of their daily food.
"It must cost Siam annually, " says MNr. McDonald, " $25,000, 000 to keep,

up the priesthood. alone, and supposing the population to be 8,000,000,
wvhich. is perhaps an undercstixnate, Lt %vill inake on anl average over $«3 for
evcry man, woman, and child in the kingrdom. Now, if every man,
woman, and child iii the evangelical Christian Churchi -%vuld averag,,,e
$,q per annuin, the boards of the Church would not bc compelled so fre-
quently to go ýa-beggingr, and the world at tlîat rate would soon be evan-
b«elized. If the heathen can dIo so inucli for a false religion, wvhat should
Christians not be willing to do for the religion of Jesus, to which tlîey owe
everything tlîey are, and have, and hope to bec~

But there is another practical question suggrested by these significant
face, and figures, aud it pertiains not only to Siam, but te ail mission
fields ; and that is, "&Why inay not those who have borne the heavier
burdens of thecir old heathen rites also hc taught to support their own more
beneficent Chiristian institutions ?"

In the carly days of Chiristian missions it was sometimes necessary, at
Ieast it wvas tlionght te bc necessary, in order to -%vin the confidence of the
parents and. cbiîdren, to assume the entire support of tlue pupils in the
boarding-schools. In sorte instances a trifiing consideration, Nvas given to
distrustf ul parents as an- inducernent to suirrender their children to the fuhi
contrel of the missionaries, on the sanie principle that in somne of our own
cities Lt is necessary te sectire by indenture the control for a period at least,
of the cilidren into eleemnosynary refuges. This primitive stage of the
mission wvork is passing awvay. There isà a lier appreciation of thie good
aocomplislhed in educatioiî. It is permaps seidom necessary to assume tlic
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