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9 that tho gi-eatest average woight occurs between thirty and forty
,ytrs of age. They do not, howover, indicato any Such increaso in
%ctual, bulk as Dr. i3rown-Sequard iroplies; nor does the evidence
lend* confirmation to the idea of any very provalent difference in the
aizo or weig]it of the two beinisphere. lu tIre majority of cases,
indeed, the comparatively early ossification of tire sutures woiild
alone suffice to preclude the pmsibility of such a growth of t « o head
as Dr. Brown-Sequard assumes to bo demonstrablo even beyond the
agaofa fifty.six. Without due allowance for the atiffifes of a new
bat, and the shrinking of an old ont -whon out ofi use, the hat-
measurements on whieh hoe relies rnay provo very deceptive. But,
Su bis assximption relative to the normal cxcess o f the loft hemispliere
of tire br-ain, there oug( lit te bo a greater equality betwveen the twe
hemispheres in a lefthanded than a righthaaded persan, owing ta
the more equal employment of tire two sides of the brain by the
latter. But lie fails to appreciate the bearings of bis oiwn argument
in the case of a lefthanded ýperson coùforming in many ways te the
usage of the niajority, yet instinctively givig the preference te the
loft band. Rle dwells on the faet that very few lefthianded persans
bave learned te write with the left band, and that those who ean
de se do net -write nearly se well with it as with the right band.
Il Therefore," he says, Ilthre loft side of the brain, even in persons
who are ]efthanded naturally-so that thre riglit aide af the brain
eoritroIs the reasonùsg faculties and their expreision,-can be so edu-
cabed that the riglit band, which that side of t'he brain contrais,
produces a botter handwriting thau that by the loft baud, thougli
thaït is coatrolledl by the botter developed biain." The reazening
bere ia alike partial and miseading. The lefthanâdedl person sys-
tematically submits to disabilities in his efforts to comply with the
usage of' the xnajority, not anly in holding his peu in the right band,
but in the 'direction and slope eof the writing. A lefthanded race
wouýld naturally write from, right te left, sloping thre latters tewards
the Iefti. and so wauld place t'ho rightbanded peninan at a like disad-
vantage, wholly independeut ai any supposed change in the. functions
or preponderating eaergy cf either heémisphere of the brain. But
even in the absence af practice, the command. af the loft baud ln thre
case of a truly lefthanded person is se great that very sliglit effort
is required te enable him te, write -with.ease with that band.


